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Guatemala: Violent Memories 

In 1983, social workers 
with the Guatemalan 

Refugee Support Committee 
(CARGUA) in Mexico, asked 

refugee children to draw 
what they remembered of 
their country. The motifs 

chosen by the artists, 
between the ages of six and 

13, included helicopters 
and soldiers. 

The memories live on. 

• 



DECEMBER - 1989 
TIIIRD WORLD 

CONTENTS 

2 LETTERS 
4 PANORAMA 

COVER STORY - COLOMBIAN DRUG BUSINESS 
6 In the Boqinning 

8 "A Ticket lO Holl" 
10 Coffee vs. Cocaine 

LATIN AMERICA 

12 El Salvador Decade of Disaster 

18 Mexico: Superborrio lo tho Rescue 

I 
20 Guatemala: Polit ical Murcfer Revistecf 

21 Death Squad Resurgence 
22 Passive Resistance 

AFRICA 

24 South Africa: Jockeying for Negotiating Positions 
26 Ethiopia: Barren Region 

Page 12: "Developing backwards" in El Salvador 

ASIA 

27 Pakistan: Drugs and Politics 
28 Nepal: No Human Rights Shangri-la 

29 Landlocked and Blockaded 
31 China: Happy Talk, Tough Reality 
32 Philippines: Reverse Robin Hood Syndrome 

33 Dead Dicta1or 

TRADE 

34 Common Fund Shortchanged 
SOUTH -SOUTH 

37 Braiil- Argentina Sharing a Lifeboat 
ART 

40 Puerto Rico: The Color and Force of the Caribbean 

WOMEN 

43 Iraq; Poe1ic Activism 

ECONOMY 

46 Central America: The New Foreign Investor 

' THIRD \'VORLD PUBLICATIONS 

48 Periodicals 
Page 43: Iraqi women and Islam 

TECHNOLOGY 

49 Sustaining Whal Development7 

ESSAY 

50 Computer Technology: In Pancho Villa's ''Rail-steps·• 
FILM AND VIDEO 

52 Mexico: Reviews 

ENVIRONMENT 

53 ToKic Waste: EKponing lrresponsibilhy 

BOOKS 

56 Reviews 

EDUCATION 

57 Zimbabwe: Learning for a Living 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

5G Ecuador: America's Asian Mo1her Cullure? 

SPECIAL REPORT - SOUTH- NORTH RELATIONS 

60 Tho Third World and the Eas1-Wcst Thaw 

OPENPAGE 

64 Virgin Islands: Hugo .ind H,,m;in Nature Page 40: Art in a Caribbean colony 



THIRD WORLD 
Rua da Gl6r1a. 122, Gr. KlS 
20241 Rio de Jall8lro, RJ - Brazll 
Telephone: (021) 242-1957, (021) 222·1370 and 
(021) 252•7440 
Telex: (021) 33054 CTM,SR 
Electronic mallbox: Geonot TERCEIRO-MUNOO 

n,rd world is published by Edftora Terceiro Mundo 

~~:.:.':&o~o~~-~f~::l'~~~r~\i'~~':~~ai 
analysis of the conditions and aspirations of 
em11rglng nations. Separate editions an, published 
In Spanish (Cuadcmos del Tercer t.lundo) and In 
Portuguese IC8dernos do Terceiro Mundo). 

Publisher: Necva Moreira 
AsSO<:late Pubhsher: Pablo P1•cen11n1 
Executive Editor: Bea tr,~ Siss,o 
Associate Execullve Editors: Roberto Remo Blssio. 
Proc6pio M,noiro 
lntomational Edltorlal Board: Dare, Ribeiro, Eduardo 
Galeanc. Juan Somavra and Henry Pease Garcia 

THIRD WORLD (English Edition) 
Editor: 81 · H,n.::hb,nger 
Assoclat" Editor: Roberto Ra1>0-so 
Bustn8$S I.tanager: Andri!a A'ouunho da Costa 
Sanios 
Addres1o: Rua da G~na, ; 22. Gr. IOS 
202-11 Rio de Jane,~. RJ-Braztl 

/\rt Department: Pedro Tosto Ceclilor). Layout: Oa,s 
V'ilotta and Reginaldo Caxlas.. Art Oepartmenl 
(contributors): Ad6rll0 GusmAo, Alvaro Cametto, 
Guiihermina fared!, Sllvla Helena Pompeu, Llbrary: 
Helena Fal~o (head t1brartan), Isabel FalcA,o 
Angilllca Carnoelto Cle Ollvelra, Roberto de O' :eua 
Bastos, Iara A. l.len8l'asancl Walmlr Pei,010,Data 
Bank: Rainunelo Jos6 Ma~<IO Cosia. Data Entry and 
Composition: Luzia Almeida Ne1,-a and Lkllo Maronho 
P. Luna. Commercial Asslstant: Jowa Salgado 
SanlOs. Comercia10eparanent: Henrtque l.\enel8$. 
Distribution and Promotion: Rafael Peres Borges and 
Carlos Alberto de Car,alho. Olstrtbullon and 
advertising ID Nlclerlo, Emelta Goldwin and 
.\ssoClates. P.O.l!o• 1391, Sabo-Yaba. Lagos. 

lntemallooal Edltortel Stall! Roberto Bardin! 
(Mexico), Carlos Pineo Santos (Portugal), and Crisllna 
Canoura (Uruguay) 
Com!~nts: Hoflldo Vert,ltsky (Atgenllnll), 
Fernando Reye$ Mata (Chile), Alejandra Adourn 1111d 
Eduardo Khallf6 (Ecuador), Aldo Gamboa (Cuba), 
Rafael Roncagllolo and C6sat Arias Oulnoot (Peru), 

ulltermo Segovia "4oni (Colombia), Etavaldo lfll)onco 
~oamblque) and Claude Alvarez (lndla), 

bld11'11buton: Abdul Narey, Adrian Soto, Alber1D 
Martan\onl, Ash Narain Roy, A. W, Slnghaln, Carlos 
Avellne, ,Carlos Cardoso, Carlos Castllho, C8ftDS 
NOnez, Fernando MoRna, Francesca Gargallo, G6rard 
f'lerr&-Charles, Gregorio Seber, Herbert de Souza, 
Jolo Mello, ladls au Oowbor, M. Venugopala Rao, 
l.tart:ela Otero, Marlo de Cautln, J.lla Coulo, Narlnoer 
Koshla, Nii& Caslro. Phil! Harris, RlcardO Buono. 
Roger Rumrill, Tt>eotonlo dos Santos. Medlla 
Ben1arnln, Ja~me Stenner, Juan Carlos Gomuclo, 
Adam Keller, H6ctor Ramos. Marcelo Monle"911ro an<! 
Cedric BeHrage. 

CADERNOS DO TERCElRO MUNDO 
(Portuguese Edition) 
Edltor- ln·Chlat Nelva Moreira 
Editor: Proc6plo Mlnelro 
Corre-spoodents: Paulo Cannabrava Alho (SAo 
Paulo}, CllNls Serra and Mem6lla Moreira (Bras!Ua), 
~ Carlos Gondlm (Amazon) 
Prootrudlng: Cl6a M!tda Soares 
Addrasr. Rua da Gl6rta, 122, Gr. 105 
2-02•1 Rio de Janeiro. RJ - Brazll 

CUADERNOS DEL TERCER MUNDO (Spanish Edition) 
Edltor·ln· Chle:t: Roberto Ren,o Blsslo 
Address: Miguel del Corro, 1461 
Mon18'11deo, Uruguay 

third world has operallonal 11greoo,en1S with lhe 
lollowtng news agencies Third World Networlc 
Fealllfes (Malaysia), Inter Press Service (Italy), 
ANGOP (Angola), AIM (Mozambique), SAi.PRESS (El 
Salvador), SHIHATA (Tanzania), WAFA (Palestlne), 
Africa Press Cllps (Austria), and Nueva Nicaragua 
!Nicaragua). 
l>hotographa: Waner Sanlas. H6 10 Sanios, Reuters. 
Tnlrd 'llorlo NelWork, tne Unued Nauons and FAO. 
Other photog~P!>• this Issue: Bill Hlnchbe1_qer (page 
23). M.'lruSl<a Freire Ramed< (pages 40-<12) B: Bissl6 

'

page 441, lraQI Campaign for Compulsory L1teraty 
page 45. 

llluatratlons: Alvaro CamellO (page 18), Juan Pereira 
(page57) 

Cover: Pedro Toste 
Cover lllustra-llon: Sizenando 

LETTERS 

Romania 

Just this mom100 I received 
your Sf)eClill EdlllOfl on 
Romania. 1111,nl, I/ gMJS n V('I)' 

one-siced and distotted plcwro 
about RomnnlS. The hum.an 
nghls ,1olations and tn.11vrdo 
destn/dl0(1 of Roman an culrure 
by tile Ceausescu regime has 
been ve,y well documented. 

It this very one-sided v,e;, 
118/ .)'OU published IS what IOU 

mean by a Ne" International 
lnlormallofl Orr/er, I \'9ty much 
d,s.3pprove o! It. I 1vish that YoU 
would COtT'9Ct your gross rmsial<e 
•n lu1ure issues. 

Tauno Auer 
Helsinki, Finland 

Romania II 

As a subscriber of third 
world, I was both amazed and 
d1sgusled when I received your 
Special Edi/Jon on Romania. 

How can you a/lo•~ 
yourselves lo be so totally 
mstrumenlalized by a dictatorial 
regime? Who on earth wrole th,s 
rubbish, anyway? The 
Romanian NThinl<rng of /he 
T flllh"? Lots of the lies, 
tnaccumcies and m,smforma/Jon 
are so fittingly communicated 
through propagandJSIJC jargon 
and official photos of that 
wonderful Stalm,st couple, the 
Ceausescus. 

I thought third world wa~ 
worlclng for a "New lntematt-0nal 
lnforma/Jon Order. '" Looks more 
ltke an "lnternatt-0nal 
Disinformation Order" to me1 

Walter Bertschinger 
Zurich, Switzerland 

Editors note: For our 
response, please see To the 
Reader on this page. 

Kenya 

We kno,\ th.it your reao£'rs 
have genutrn> concern for 

luncJ.qmental human nghrs 
lneltJd,ng the nght lo I fe}, 

dem::icmcy• and protecs,on of Ille 
PtMronmenL Kenyans, e~cepl 
:~ poldiC.il h>doorship. do the 
same. 

Kenya ,s endowed IHth 

unique natuml resourres. 
pilrticutarty Its ivtld arumills. 
e\ce/1(:lnt c{,m.,t c condtt,ons, 
ldiNII contras/Ing 1:1nd comp/ex 
geogrnphlcaJ ftJBIU/'E'S. Kenyans 
want to develop, pro1ec1 ,md 
equitably utilize their ner,tage. 
We also welcome alt 
pcaaJ-/ovlng peoples ot the 
world to share m these wonders 
of nature and human labour. 

But Kenya has a go1-ernmen1 
imposed on the people. It was 

not e/ecied in tree and fa,r 
elecbons. It ,s e reptess/ve 

TO THE READER 

Romania? 

reg me and MtW9cs In 111,,1s.~ 

lmpnwnments and drton//on of 
all and Dn)' voices of democratic 
dissent. it ,s famous the world 
01'1Jr lor ,ts brutal,ty and torture of 
pnsonef'!'. and tis pr1..c;ons 
01 crflow 1V1/h VIC/tmS of Sl,llO 
terror and repross,on. 

Smoo last yea, President 
Dame/ Arn1> Mo, made on 
uncons1,tu11onat order that 
snvono "susl)6Cted" of betng a 
po.1cher of w,Jdflfe ,s to be 
shot-on-sight by state security 
lo@s. A KAIF dOCum(Jnf reviews 
the chaottc and murderous 
s1tvalton cmated by this decree, 
wf11ch was renewed only August 
1989. Many murders have been 
carried out cinder the decrees 
and we want to onng this 
barbarism to an end. Kenyans 
cannot tske 11 any longer 
parc,cularfy given the fact that 
President Mo, himself confessed 

recently that Ille real forces 
behmd the poachers, who also 

Some of our readers have inquired about the 
magazine Special Edition: Romania they received in 
the mail. 

As stated in a disclaimer on page 31 of that 
publication, its contents "are the responsibility of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
the magazine." 

The Romania publication was a purely commercial 
venture of the publishing company that puts out third 
world, the Editora Terceiro Mundo. The Editora's 
production and art departments were enlisted to put 
the magazine together, but the contents were not 
produced nor endorsed by the editorial staff. 

The Romanian Embassy m Brazil also arranged 
with the Editora Terce1ro Mundo to have the 
publication mailed to third world subscribers. But this 
does not mean that the publication is an issue of third 
world. 

We regret any confusion that may have resulted 
among our readers. 

Bill Hinchberger, Editor 



LETTERS 

loll innocent tour,sts, are his own 
very rich friends. 

For further information -
since the Kenya Antl-imperialfst 
Front (KAIFJ Is forced into 
non-legal existence - contact all 
known sohdanty comminees for 
lluman rights In Kenya which are 
In Westem Europe, As,a and 
North Americ.a. Do not hesitate to 
contact all known Kenyan 
democratic and revolutionary 
organizations In yaur 
country/region. You may also 
contact a fT16mber of oar 
organlzallon (temporanly up to 
end of November 1989) S. 
Gutta, Box 24, S-61500 
Valdemarsvlk, Sweden. 

Shedrack Gutto 
Member of the KAIF 
Central Committee 
Veldemarsvik, Sweden 

Consuming usefulness 

IOCU ,s a nonprofit, 
nongovemment orgamzatIon 
involved In the promotion of 
consumer awareness especially 
in the fields of consumer 
proteclton, information and 
education. It links the ac1tv1ttes of 
160 consumer orgamzat,ons in 
SOITl8 60 counlnes and acts as a 
liaison off,ce, c/eanng house and 
information centre. II also 
represents consumer interests at 
the United Nations. CIDOC 
(Consumer lnformar1on and 
Documentation Centre), serves 
as IOCU's pnneipal resource 
center. 

We find third world very 
useful for our wortc In the 
dlsseminalion of consumer and 
related Information to our 
members and network 
associates. 

Penelope Husin 
Information Officer, 
CIDOC 
Peneng, Malaysia 

Shipping in 

I bought a copy of your 
magazine w/J//e vistllng Rio de 
Janeiro when our ship was in /he 
harbor. I liked 11 enough to try a 
year's worth. Keep up the good 
work. 

ATC Eric R. Johnson 
San Diego, California, 
U.S.A. 

A regular 

I want to become a regular 
reader of yaur outsfandmg 
magazine. Recently, I had the 
privilege of reading one of yaur 
back issues and was totally 
Impressed. The magazine ·s 
T/J(rd World perspective IS 

refreshing in comparison with the 
usual Westem view of the world. 
As a pa//lfcat scIonce graduate, t 
feel somewhat embarrassed that 
I did not subscr,be earlier. 

Paul G. Karugu 
Nellis AFB, Nevada, 
U.S.A. 

Caribbean coverage 

I would like to see third 
world publish an article on the 
countries of the Caribbean, 
focusing on economic problems 
- especlafly in these countries 
1hal have lots of tourism. 

I want to take this oppartunity 
to add that I would like to 
exchange letters Iv11h leaders in 
Venezuela and T nnidsd and 
Tobago. 

Ullsses Ten6rio 
Rue Joiio Dies Vergara, 
35- A 
Campo Limpo 
05765 Sao Paulo, SP 
Brazil 

The 1990 world cup 

Who will be the champion? 

Soon the moment of truth wl/l be 
upon us. Tire great names of Eu
rope will be preparing 
themselves. And what novelties 
wt/I Braz If bnng? Why doesn '/ 
third world do an interview 
about or a re1rospectIve on the 
Brsz11tan natIonaf team" 

Alfredo Diris Julio 
Lobito, Angola 

Triple exchange 

As a reader of yaur excel/en/ 
magazine, I would like to ask you 
t, publish my name and address 
so /hat I might exchange 
correspondence w1//J other 
readers. I am a history teacher 
and would like to exchange 
letters with people who read any 
of the three editions of third 
world Enghsh, Spanish or 
Portuguese. f am also Interested 
m exchanging stamps, 
postcards, etc. 

Donato Marques 
Caixa Postel 134 
58001 Joiio Pessoa, PB 
Brazil 

Gonzalo de Freitas 

I would like to notify your 
readers - especially the 
Ecuadoran Indians and peasants 
of the Carchi, lmbabura and 
Esmeralda provinces (in cant6n 
Eloy Alfaro) -of the death of 
Gonzalo de-Freitas on 
September 23, 1989. He died of 
a weak liearl. 

He was in the 
aforementioned region around 
1972, developing the ECU-28 
project He always remembered 
and talked about what he called 
"my Ind/ans." He felt at home 
with tliem It would be nice for 
everyone 1f he were not forgotten 
and his,~ were continued. 
That would be the best homage. 

Victor Torres 
Paysandu, Uruguay 

PEN PALS 

Readers often contact us asking that we publish 
thetr addresses so that they might establlsh corre· 
spandence with their counterparts throughout the 
world. Due to the volume of these requests, we are 
b/fowlng the lead of our sister editions In Spanish 
and Portuguese and publishing a regufar feature 
/ls/Ing the names and addresses of those individ
uals. If yau would /Ike to be included, please write. 

• Christo Dimitrov 
P.O.B. 824 
Sofia 1000- Bulgaria 
• lurl Baumann 
R. Carapaj6, lote 06-091 
Santa Margarida 
Campo Grande 
CEP 23065 
Rio de Janeiro, AJ 
Brazil 
• An/6n/o de Stlva O//ve,ra 
Voha das Calcadas, 199 
terceiro depto. 
Santa Clara 
3000 Coimbra - Portugal 
• Valmir Stahllrk 
CXP-150 
Rua Maximiliano de 
Almeida, 1113 
Lagoa Vermelha, RS 
Brazil 
• Robervar Alves Du/Ira 
Rua Prudente 
de Morais, 1803 
14940 lbitinga, SP 
Brazil 
• Nonato Lima Onenl 
Av. Solimoes 1430 
69075 Manous - Brazil 
• Gilda Sirooes 
Brazflian Fan Club 
of African Music 
Rua C, N!.' 211- Atalaia 
AracaIu, Sergipe 
Brazil 
• ft.,fa,t,n Albelto 
Rua Antonio Oliveira 
C.P. 10563 
Luanda - Angola 
• M.D. Moin-U/.Hoque Nayapara 
P.O. Box Abhayapuri 
Dist. Goalpara (Assam) 
PIN 783384 
India 
• Atsu Oris Ackumany 
P.O. Box 36 
Allatsi v/r 
Ghana 
• Daniel dos Santos 
Feculdede de Formai;iio 
de Professores 
Rua Aurora 23 
Jecobina, Bahia 
Brazil 



PANORAMA 

NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT 

1 Tendencies 
The Non-Aligned Move

ment managed to maintain 
its unity during a four-day 
summit in September, de
spite the emergence of fac
tions. 

Two basic opposing ten
dencies have emerged in the 

j group. The so-called "rena
l vatars' wanted cooperation 

with the North and gave an 
optimistic analysis of the 
international political situa
tion, while the more cau
tious "traditionalists" con
tinued to denounce the he
gemonic role of the super
powers and their allies. 

The main representatives 
of the first group were Ar
gentina, Cyprus, Egypt, In
dia, Senegal, Venezuela, Yu
goslavia and Zambia. The 
second group included Cu
ba, Ghana, Libya, Nicaragua 
and North Korea. 

Yugoslavia repeatedly 
stressed that the new inter
national climate, resulting 
from the superpowers' rap
prochement and disarma
ment talks. allows the move
ment to shift from what it 
called a "confrontational" 
stand to one of cooperation. 

The "traditionalists,' on 
the other hand, believe the 
rapproachement of Moscow 
and Washington does not 
necessarily mean political 
and economic conditions in 
the Third World will im
prove. Countries like Cuba 
and Nicaragua, which are 
clearly in conflict with 
the United States, warned 
against the dangers of the 
U.S.-Soviet honeymoon and 
urged non-aligned nations 
to be alert. 

Non-aligned consultation 

These fears were shared 
by Afghanistan. the African 
frontline states, Panama and 
Vietnam, who snid the closer 
U.S.-Soviet ties could lead 
to a backroom agreement 
that might affect their own 
sovereigntv. In the last dec
ade, the countries of the 
South have become poorer, 
the rich have grown ncher, 
the 1nternat1onal economic 
order 1-ias benefited the in
dusmahzed world, and the 
North has repeatedly re
fused dialogue w11h the 
South they stressed. 

The Third World's for
eign debt crisis. its critical 
economic situation and the 
drop in prices of basic raw 
materials in relation to in
dustrialized products further 
weaken the countries of the 
South, making 1t difficult to 
adopt demanding positions. 
some delegations maintained. 

But both the "renova
tors" and the "traditional
ists" agree that the Non
Aligned Movement has 
some master keys that could 
oblige the North to agree to 
negotiate a common solu
tion. These include threats 
presented by the growth in 
drug trafficking, environ
mental destruction, regional 
crises and increased terror
ism. The industrialized 
states cannot solve these 
problems without coopera
tion from the South. 

Roberto Ampuero Espmoza 
(TWNF} 

NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT 

Permanent 
Summit 

The establishment of a 
permanent summit-level 
Third World group for 
South-South consultations 
and cooperation, backed bv 
a secretariat of 1ts own, was 
perhaps the major concrete 
outcome of the Ni111th Non
Aligned Summit al Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, in September. 

The lormatton ol this 15-
member group was carnl!d 
out on the sidelines ol tho 
summit at the mttiat1ve al 
President Alan Garcia of 
Peru. 

lndependentlv, Garcia 
had been promoting for the 
last two years the idea ol 
regular permanent sum
mit-level South-South con
sultauans on global eco
nomic issues. Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi of India has 
been pushing for involve
ment of leaders of the South 
in concrete measures to 
promote South-South co
operation. 

These initiatives coa
lesced and resulted in the 
establishment of a perma
nent body backed by a sec
retariat to promote South
South cooperation and 
South-North dialogue. 

The group consists of Al-

Garcia: summit proponent 

geria, A1gentina, Egypt, In
dia lndones10, Jamaica, 
Malaysia, Nigena, Peru, 
Senegal. Venezuela, Yugos
lavia and Zimbabwe. Con 
sullations are continuing 10 
bring in two more - B;aLil 
and Me'<ico. 

The group is to serve as a 
forum for consultatton and 
would formulate and moni
tor the implementation of 
specific programs of co
operation among Third 
World countries. It will be 
serviced by a small, com
pact. permanent secretariat. 

Chaum"Yrthr Raghavan {TWNFI 

ZIMBABWE 

Export-Loss 
Disease 

The ban on Zimbabwe's 
beef exports to the Euro
pean Economic Community 
(EEC!, imposed in May, after 
an outbreak of foot-and
mouth disease, has been 
extended because of a 
resurgence of the disease. 

Dr. Stuart Hargreaves, 
Zimbabwe's veterinary serv
ice director, said that before 
the new outbreak of the 
disease, negotiations for the 
resumption of prime beef 
exports to the EEC were 
supposed to take place 
before the end of the year. 

"It will not be this year, 
nor early next year. This 
new development has se
riously affected the beef 
industry,'' Hargreaves said. 

Zimbabwe in the past 
earned an estimated US$45 
million in foreign currency 
from its beef exports. 

Hargreaves said that ne
gotiations for exports to the 
EEC would only resume 
when the diseade was under 
full control. 

D1ngaan Mpondah (Panos) 



Puorto Rico: Hugo playing dominoes 

CARIBBEAN 

High-Priced Wind 
Anttguan farmer Taz Cole 

is grim-lacecl as he looks 
across his hurricane-devas
tated land. "Everything has 
gone down the drain," he says. 
"The only crop that man
aged to survive is eggplant." 

Cole suffered tosses a
mounting to 75,000 Eas t 
Ca ribbean dollars (USS27.750) 
after Hugo. the most pow
erful hurricane to hit the 
northeastern Caribbean in a 
decade, swept the island in 
mid-September. 

His four hectare farm is 
only one of many across the 
Caribbean which suflered 
heavy losses when 225-ki
lometer - per - hour winds 
carved a trail of death and 
destruction from St.Lucia to 
Puerto Rico. Government 
officials in Antigua estimate 
the whole country's losses 
from damage to agriculture 
at USS74 million. 

In the Caribbean Com
munity alone, insurers esti
mate they may have to pay 
out at least USS2 billion in 
compensation. This would 
make the hurricane the most 
expensive in Caribbean his
tory. 

01 the Caribbean Com
munity nations, Montserrat 
was the hardest hit. Dam
age estimates range from 
USS120-370 million. Gover
nor Christopher Turner said 
95 percent of all buildings 
had been destroyed or dam
aged. 

Dominica's banana grow
ers were among the hardest 
hit. The hurricane flallened 
al,out 80 percent of the 
plantations in the two main 
banana-growing areas ol 
the island. Crop insurers es
timate the damage to Do
minica's main foreign ex
change earner at US$3 mil
lion. 

Agrrculture in three other 
Caribbean Community na
tions - St.Lucia, St.Kitts and 
Nevis. and Montserrat - also 
suffered losses as the hurri
cane destroyed or clamaged 
crops, left fields waterloggect 
and killed livestock. 

Hugo also caused heavy 
damage to houses, buildings 
and the telephone, water 
and electricity services in 
nearly a dozen developing 
nations, including the Virgin 
Islands. 

In Montserrat, Chief Min
ister John Osborne believes 
it might be a decade or two 
before the islands return to 
their pre-hurricane devel
opment level. For Montser
rat and other Caribbean 
Community nations, the 
hurricane has brought a 
sharp halt to economic mo
m en tum. Unemployment 
has worsened. government 
revenue will be significantly 
down, and plans to continue 
trimming food imports 
might go askew, economic 
analysts say. 

Valerie Yea,wood (Panos) 

IVORY TRADE BAN 

Dissent 
Zimbabwe and four other 

southern African states have 
united to oppose a ban on 
trade in ivory. 

13otswana, Malawi. Mo
;,ambique, Zambia and Zim
babwe argue that they have 
healthy, well-managed ele
phant herds - a result of 
successful! game manage
ment policies. A blanket ban 
- such as that imposed by 
the United States, the Euro
pean Community (EC) and 
Dubai on ivory imports -
would increase the price of 
the product , intensify 
poaching and drive the trade 
underground, they say. 

They propose instead to 
establish a tightly-regulated 
centralized marketing sys
tem to channel legally trad
ed raw ivory to an approved 
manufacturing point, with 
the proceeds being plough· 
ed back into elephant con
servation proIects. 

The EC and the other 
countries recently banned 
ivory imports in response to 
pressure from Tanzania and 
Kenya, supported by the 
London-based Ivory Trade 
Review Group. According to 
the group, elephant popula
tions in the two East African 
countries have been deci
mated by poachers. 

In Tanzania, there are 
now 75,000 elephants com
pared with 204,000 in 1981. 
In Kenya, the number has 

Endangered or not? 

dropped to 18,000 from 65,000 
in 1981. 

Bu t Southern Afr ican 
countries, fed by Zimbabwe, 
say that they were not con 
sulted about the ban. Zim
babwean biologists say that 
herds in Southern Africa, 
particularly in Botswana and 
Zimbabwe, are growing at 5 
percent a year. 

Ivan Fara, (Panos) 

TANZANIA 

Cockroach 
Power 

Two microorganisms which 
live in productive harmony 
in the hind-gut of cockroaches 
are exciting microbiologists at 
the University of Dar-es-Salaam. 

Commenting on the crea 
tures, Dr. Huub Gijzen of the 
microbiology unit says they 
are "a complete machinery 
for the conversion o f plant 
matter (biomass) into fuel." 

The organism, Nyctothe
rus ova/is, a type of ciliate or 
protozoan - a minute acel
lular organism - and the 
methane-producing bacteria 
which live within it, are 
being cultivated in fer
mentors to convert organic 
matter into fuel. Thousands 
of bacteria are found within 
a single ciliate cell. 

Researchers were alerted 
to the potential of the bacte
ria inhabiting cockroaches 
because it had been ob
served that these omniv
orous creatures could eat 
and digest almost any or
ganic material, including 
cellulose, which makes up 
most of the mass of plant 
material and is in abundant 
supply. Research results are 
30 to 100 times those re 
ported for conventional 
methane digesters. 

Christopher Mwalubandu (Panos) 
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In the Begin • n1ng 
A boom town in the 1970s mushroomed into one of the world's most prosperous industries 

Medelin drug wars: waiting to advance (left) and terro rized innocent victims (right} 

By Jose Louzeiro 

U 
nt1I the 1970s, relative peace 
reigned in United States intelli
gence agencies - particularly the 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) ancl 
the Federal Bureau of lnvestiga1ion 
(FBI). Essentially, they dealt with exter
nal enemies like spies, terrorist organi
zations. or occasional thugs from an Ital
an-based gang of lawbreakers called 
'V1afia. 

But in the 1980s the U.S. drug busi
ness grew so fast that first President 
Ronald Reagan and now his successor 
George Bush got tangled up in a new 
kind of war. The war against cocaine 
traders is now "a matter of national se
curity," in the words of Secretary of 
Defense Richard Cheney, who asked the 
Pentagon to draw up a military plan to 
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combat the drug traffic vvithin U.S. borders. 
The U.S. drug r1arket, with 23 million 

users, consumes some 60 percent of the 
total production of the two Colombian 
drug empires - the cartels of Medellin 
and Cali. The drug traffic has been 
growing at the rate of 27 percent a year, 
despite the efforts of the Colombian 
army and police. 

Last year Fortune magazine - a lead
ing U.S. business publication - ranked 
the USS10 billion-a-year drug business 
of Colombian-born Jose Gonzalo Ro
driguez Gacha among the world's 50 
largest corporations. In Argentina, No
bel Peace Prizewinner Adolfo Perez Es
quivel warned that drugs "are the 
greatest threat to democratic stability in 
Latin America." He added that "1l 1s no 
exaggeration to speak of a parallel 
state" of rfrug dealers m such countrres 
as Colombia, Peru and Bolivia. 

One of the first manifestations of this 

- - -~- -- ~ 

power was the offer made by Bolivian 
drug trafficker Roberto Suarez (now in 
jail) in 1982 to liquidate his country's 
foreign debt, then standing at USS4 bil
lion, in exchange for full amnesty and 
exemption from extradition lor drug 
dealers. In 1988. the Medellrn cartel 
made a similarly generous offer to the 
Colombian government: USS11 billion 
in exchange for general amnesty and a 
guarantee against ex tradition. 

Both offers were rejected, but Sena
tor Javier Ruete, of Peru's ruling party, 
the American People's Revolutionary 
Alliance (APRAJ, admitted that "this 
kind of proposal may become rrresisti• 
ble if the Latrn American cnsis deterio
rates any further." 

In La Paz, Und(:Jrsecretary of State 
for Social Defense Jorge Alderete rec
ognized that most of his advisers in the 
antidrug campaign can no longer be 
trusted, much less the Bolivian 1usticq 

C 
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system. Alderete noted that a corrupt 
police and Judicial systorn lim11ccl coca 
pilste se,wres to but etCJht of the 50,000 
tons producccf over a recent 12-month 
period. 

The marijuana boom - In tho corly 
1960s, the town of 81rranqu1lla, Colom
Illa, enIoyecf a clevolopment l>oorn 
th,rnks to milrtJuana cuh1va11on and ex
portation, especially to the United 
States. Huachng the ne:w business was a 
former whiskey-and cigarette smuggler 
named Lucho Benavente, who made 
n fortune overnight and eventually be
came a sort of godfather 10 the region's 
poor. 

The town prospered. New shops 
opened, buildings sprouted up, the 
unemployed round work, and peasants 
planted marijuana. Each hectare rmced 
in over three times what they could 
make growing corn. Benavente thus be
came the first capo, as the ring leaders are 
known, of Colombian organized crime. 

New plantations thrived in La Gua1i
ra, and clanrfesune airports were built 
near the town. When government au
thorities began to move, it was 100 late. 
Benavente's mafia hart taken over and 

established a soph1sticatecl domestic 
amt international network. 

Eventually, Benavente himself lost 
control. His group collapsed and suf
fered splits. Internal feuds flared, crops 
wore commandeered by force. myste
rious murders were reported. 

Barranquilla police off1c1als were at a 
loss. Sufficient assistance was not al
ways forthcoming rrom the central gov
ernment in Bogota. 

Tho number of cap, and their per
sonal fortunes mulI1phed. The new rich 
were uneducated thugs who used dol
lars and weapons to acquire and protect 
their holdings. It was like an old western 
movie set in the 70th century. 

In 1976, during a dispute over prime 
marijuana land, hired gunmen assassi
nated Benavente. Barranquilla's poor 
went into mourning. Fearing a gang 
war, police authorities turned to the 
U.S. Narcotics Department, the National 
.Narcotics Intelligence Consumers 
Committees (NNICC), and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA). 

With strong backing from Washing
ton. the Colombian government milita
rized La Gua1ira in 1979. The U.S. had 
.argued that the corrupt local police 
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should be replaced by the army. 
Under military control, the wholesale 

bu rning of marijuana plantations began. 
As a result, consumption declined and 
so did interest in the business. Mean 
while, marijuana plantations began to 
pop up in the U.S. for domestic con 
sumpuon. 

In the early 1980s, the remainmg capi 
joined hands. Among them were two 
women: Griselda Blanco de Trujillo, the 
Godmother, and Ver6nica Rivera de 
Vargas, who was later to become known 
as the Coca Queen. There were also Jo
se Antonio (Pepe) Cabrera Sarmiento, 
Santiago Ocampo {El Crespo) Zaluago, 
and Griselda's lover Alberto Bravo 
Agudelo, who was murdered in 1974. 
This small group eventually laid the 
foundations of the Medellin cartel, the 
largest drug empire of all time. 

According to Fortune, approximately 
a half a trillion dollars exchange hands 
every year between drug producers, 
traffickers and consumers worldwi".le. 
This is more than twice the value of the 
cash in dollars that exists in the world 
and nearly 25 percent more than the 
annual military budget of the world's 
largest military power, the U.S. • 

Countering the Brazil Move 
must have been responsible for other shipments over the 
past few years. 

Quietly headquartered in an office at the U.S. Embassy 
in Brasilia, the DEA men are reviewing a number of old 
cases that have a bearing on more recent ones. Their 
attention is currently focused on the results ot the acuon 
mounted last May by Narcotics District Chief of Police Ro
berto Precioso Jr., of the Sao Paulo Superintendency of 
Federal Police. Opera11on Condor, as ,,~ .. as named, led 10 

the arresl of a gang of laboratory owners. the seizure 
5,000 drums of ether and acetone, plus weapons, ammu111-
t1on and 12 airplanes used in the transportation of 
chemicals. 

U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad
ministration IDEAi agents in 
Brazil a$ "attaches" or under 
false names were hardly sur · 
prised a year ago when a ton 
of cocaine was found aboard 
a Vang airliner headed for 
Miami. They know of similar 
cases in which airlines are 
innocently duped into taking 
cargo dispatched by the drug 
r'1af1a. 

DEA agents, like the Bra1jl- DEA on duty 
,an police, know that pressurt 
in Colombia, Peru and Bolivm 1s lorcing drug traffickers 10 

transfer their laboratories 10 the Brazilian Amazon, far 
from the re<1ch of local and federnl au thorities. They also 
know that the accused, Jamil Tavares, hacl been instructed 
by higher-ups in the clrug industry when he proclaimed his 
innocence ,n the Varig affair. They believe that Tavares 
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Precioso concluded from his investigations that tre 
same group had been supplying ether and acetone to sev
eral cocaine refineries throughout South America. 

Several of the group's "businessmen" have been 
arrested and are awa1lting trial. Operation Condor authorities 
are searching for 19 others suspected of complicity with 
drug dealers. Smee the beginnmg of Precioso's investiga
tions. in early 1986, Brazilian police has completed 11 200· 
paqe dossiers md1cting a total of 43 individuals. Of these, 
Precioso has carefully selected the 19 most dangerous and 
is trying to prevent them from leavmg the country. 

third world - 7 
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Plata or 

'' A Ticket to Hell'' 
Law enforcement attempts to stem the drug tide have led to an increase in efforts by 

drug traffickers to bribe or kill those in influential positions 

I 
n an impoverished coumry like 
Colombia, money can buy almost 
anything, and corruption soon be-

comes the main weapon of drug traf
fickers. And when pfata (money) no 
longer works, plombo (lead) tal<es over. 

As the United States began to pres· 
sure the Colombian government to liq
uidate cocaine gangs. the capi -the lead
ers of the drug mafia - demonstrated 
that they are no naive Barranquilla ban -
dits. 

When repression against the drug 
traffic was on the rise in Medellin in the 
1980s. Capo Pablo Escobar. the Godfa
ther. warned about how he and his 
partners would react "Anyone who re
fuses to make money with us is buying a 
ticket to hell." 

Experienced agents from the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) went into action along with the 
brutal but persistent officers of the Co
lombia army, especially those of the 7th 
Brigade. with significant air force sup
port. The war had begun. 

Capi were indicted as drug dealers, 
taken 10 court and exposed. Those who 
remained at large feared for their lives. 
They knew that the DEA agents meant 
business. 

Two influential capi were dethroned 
in the early 1980s. Gilberto Rodriguez 
(the Chessplayerl Oreiuela and Evaristo 
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Porras Ard1la. Then came money-laun
dering expert Hernan Botero Moreno, 
\\hO is currenll>y serving a 30-year sen
tence in a U.S. penitentiary. 

A number of drug dealers decided to 
cooperate with the police while others 
were arrested, and the Medellin gang 
began to feel the pressure. The most in
fluenual capi devised a counterstrategy 
to deal with the local forces. the DEA 
and the National Narcotics Intelligence 
Consumers Committee !NNICC), a sort 
of narcotics Central Intelligence Agency 
!CIA). Among the bosses who helped 
put the plan together were Pablo (God
father) Escobar. Ochoa Vasquez, Gon
zalo Rodriguez (El Mejicanol Bacha, and 
Juan !Coyote) Blanco de Trujillo. 

Part of the strategy was to escalate 
effortS to breed corruption in the U.S. 
and in Colombian official circles. espe
cially in the armed forces and justice 
system. and to create death squads do· 
mes11cally and abroad, using hired 
gunmen to protect drug suppliers in 
Bolivia and Peru . Riding powerful mo
torcycles and attacking by surprise, the 
gunmen were called matadores en moto
cicfelas (motorcycle-riding killers). 

Growing Violence - In the past few 
years, 220 Colombian officials. most of 
them members of the country's legal 
apparatus, rejected the offer of plata and 

fell victim to the ptomt>o which spewed 
from the machine guns of the motorcy
cle killers. Among the victims were 
Medellin High Court Justices Gus
tavo Zaluaga and Alvaro Medina 
Uchoa. 

Meanwhile, the cap, urged their C~li 
partners to adopt the same methods. 
They knew that, with the arrest of sev
eral Cali bosses, the DEA would even
tually lay its hands on precious infor
mation that could indict traffickers in 
Colombia, Peru and Bolivia. 

Despite their efficient strategy. how
ever. the Medellin bosses experienced a 
second major defeat in 1984. First. po· 
lice destoyed their laboratories in Tran
quilandia, in southwest Colombia. Then, 
outside Doradal, some 200 kilometers 
from Bogota. a joint force or police and 
army troops stumbled upon a well
equipped coca processing plant while 
on a manhunt for trafficker Pablo Emilio 
Escobar Gaviria. Related facilities in
cluded a power plant which supplied 
energy lor 3,000 residences, and an air
port under construction with a runway 
long enough to accomodate a Jumbo. 
Three tons of pure cocaine and 1,000 
drums of chemicals were apprehended. 

Despite these setbacks, however. the 
Colombian traffickers have continued to 
prosper and their sales to the U.S. go on 
unabated. 
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The Faceless Coyote 
The so-called 819 Three of the Medellin cartel are ac

tually four: Jorge Luis Ochoa Vasque,, Pablo Emilio (The 
Godfather) Escobar Gaviria, Jose Gonzalo Rodriguez (El 
Me1icanol Gacha, and the relatively unkown 'and seldom 
mentioned Juan (El Coyote) Blanco de Trujillo. 

A faceless man, according U.S. agents, Blanco de Tru
jillo has apparently replaced Carlos Enrique Lehder Rivas 
since the latter began 10 have run-ins with Colombian law 
enforcement officials. Hundreds of agents from Colombia, 
France, Italy, Argentina, Venezuela and Brazil are trying to 
track down Blanco de Trujillo. Little is known of him except 
that he may be the son of Griselda Blanco de Trujillo, the 
Godmother, who was arrested and extradited to the United 
States in 1985. 

He is also presumably related to Osvaldo Trujillo Blan
co, a ma1or Los Angeles, California, cocaine dealer. This 
relationship, however, is as cloudy as everything else about 
El Coyote. 

To make things more difficult for the police, El Coyote 
never let himself be photographed, as his buddies did be
fore the repression escalated. And no one knows how his 
money is laundered or how he invests it. 

Police informers operating in bars, restaurants and di
ves around Cali and Medellin believe El Coyote handles a 
huge fortune in dollars, travels ohen abroad - includtng to 
Europe - to expand his markets, but always with absolute 
discretion and under the protection of self-effacing bod
y-guards who, some agents suspect, might be women. 

One thing is certain about this sly character: since he 
stej)ped in for Carlos Rivas, business with the U.S., which 
stood at 62.6 tons in 1987 according to the DEA, jumped to 

86.8 tons in 1988, despite the repression unleashed by the 
U.S. under ex-President Ronald Reagan. 

According to inside information, one of El Coyote's fa. 
vorite ways to confuse the police is to send a cargo of low
grade cocaine "dust" to a given location. While the police 
are busy apprehending the goods, he safely dispatches the 
real stuff - tons of top-quality cocaine - to his customers 
abroad via a different route. 

El Coyote is responsible for creating the so-called co
caine kamikaze. They are inc!ividuals who carry cocaine for 
the sole purpose of being arrested. The cartel rewards their 

· families richly, and they are guaranteed good lawyers. 
When released, these fake drug traffickers undergo plastic 
surgery and return to the job. Thus, in the manner of Hol
lywood producers, the Medellin capi spend a lot of money 
in scenery and make-up. 

Legendary for his genius, EI Coyote is also known for 
his daring. Last year, he managed to send a sizable amount 
ot cocaine to the U.S. using oil tankers going through the 
Panama Canal. Reportedly the "merchandise" was con
tained in waterproof bags that were fastened onto the hull 
of the ships and were collected by divers in Los Angeles. 

In addition. El Coyote has helped undermine smaller 
cartels in Colombia and Bolivia by quietly denouncing hrs 
competitors to anti-drug agents. Whenever a capo from 
Cali, for instance, is on a sales promotion trip abroad, El 
Coyote has his men make anonymous calls to tip police on 
the whereabouts of the absentee's facilities and workforce. 
Apparently he disapproves of some of the clumsy moves 
made by his Cali competitors, which tend to jeopardize the 
end fitable drug business. 

Operation Haiti - A few years ago, in 
order to escape pressure or ensure the 
dollars necessary lo resist it, the Medel
If n capi embarked on what the DEA calls 
Operation Haiti, an alliance with Haitian 
Colonel Jean-Claude Paul. 

At present, Haiti is a cocaine para
dise. Over 1,000 Colombians have set up 
shop in the Caribbean island, using 
tlollars to buy hotels, bars, theaters, 
real-estate firms, small airlines and even 
schools. In the opinion of DEA officials, 
Haiti is an important outpost for the capi 
because it is there that vacationing U.S. 
businesspeople are recruited to join the 
traffic, using a strategy similar to the 
plata o p/ombo. 

per, Granma, revealed a major scandal 
in Havana. General Arnaldo Ochoa San
chez and six other army officers were 
involved in corruption and the interna
tional trade of cocaine, acting jointly 
with the Medellin cartel. Cubans were 
understandingly shocked: Ochoa, dec
orated as a Cuban hero. had performed 
important missions abroad and had 
commanded the Cuban forces in Ango
la. He had also been among Castro's 
companeros in the Sierra Maestra guer
rilla struggle. 

Captain Jorge Martinez, Colonel Ant6-
nio de la Guardia and Major Amado Pa
dr6n. Another13officersand Interior.Min
istry officials were found guilty of involve
ment in the drug traffic and sent to prison. 

in Washington, DEA Director William 
Bennet made a grisly suggestion, ar
guing that drug dealers should receive 
the same punishment as they do in 
Saudi Arabia - beheading. The anti
drug czar, as he is sometimes called, 
said that "If you ask U.S. citizens what 
kind of penalty they would like to see 
applied to those caught selling drugs to 
their children, most will answer that 
they should be both beheaded and 
quartered." • 

Last July, the Cuban official newspa-
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The seven were arrested, tried and 
sentenced to death by a special military 
court. Ochoa was found guilty of high 
treason and executed by a firing squad, 
togetther with his former associates, Jose Louzeiro 
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Coffee vs. 
Cocaine 
Colombia's drug war may have less 
to do with drugs than with a fierce 
struggle for power and social class. 

On the one side are the old 
landowning oligarchies whose 

wealth is based on coffee; 
on the other is a rising 

cocaine bourgeoisie 

By Nelson P. Vak:Jes ~ 

What the United States is plunging 
into in Colombia is arguably less 
a drug war than a fierce power 

struggle between an old coffee-based 
oligarchy and a rising cocaine bour
geosie no"" trying to shoot its way into 
power and respectability. 

The narcotraffickers who form the 
core of this new class have achieved 
enormous economic clout and even 
enjoy some social prestige. They control 
significant portions of the mass media, 
the entertainment incwstry, and profes
sional sports (they own, for example, 

COL0"./8/AN DRUG RUS/N£SS 

the most important soccer team in Co- Coffee targets: students examine an explosion crater and a bombed-out bank 
lombia, the Atlantico del Nortel. They 
also exercise influence over municipal 
and local governments: "own" judges, 
politicians and Journalists; and have 
their interests defended by lawyers and 
businesmen. Like '"good citizens" they 
build hospitals and homes for the poor 
and donate money to the Catholic 
Church. 

Only one thing is denied the leading 
narcotraffickers and that Is direct politi
cal power at the national level - the nec
essary instrument to make themselves 
respectable and their wealth legitimate. 

The narcotraffickers achieved their 
current level of power through a blood
bath that cost the lives of 11,000 Colom
bians - mostly leftists. While the news 
media paid much attention to the recent 
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assassination of Liberal Party member 
Luis Carlos Galan, in fact the Liberal 
Party is a new target of the recent vio
lence. Most victims of the narcotraffick
ers have been prominent members of 
the Patriotic Union (UP), a left-wing 
coalition that opted for electoral politics 
over guerrilla warfare in the early 1980s. 

The reasons are not surprising. The 
UP had long accused both Liberal and 
Conservative administrations - whose 
leaders both came from the old oligar
chies - of turning a blind eye to the drug 
trade. Politically isolated, coalition 
members were cut down by a loose 
coalition of narcotrattickers, right-wing 
death squads and the military. 

The situation has changed now. The 

Medellin cartel, having wiped out the 
electoral left as a viable political force, 
wants to move to center stage of nation
al politics. But to do so the cartel must 
challenge the vested interests of the tradi
tional landowning class tied to coffee exports. 

Pablo Escobar. tha chief of the Me
dellin cartel, at one point was himself a 
Liberal Party senator. He later broke 
with those interests to make himself the 
richest man in Latin America. Now he is 
determined to make a political come
back. 

Less than a month ago, with the aid 

• Copyrlghl Paemc Nows Srirvlco IPNS). PNS conlrlbullng 
od11or Nelson P. Valdes Is a aoclologls11poclellzlng In La. 
tin Amorlca a11he Unlverslly or New Modeo, Albuquerau&, 
In Ille Un119<1 Slatos. 



COVER STORY 

of right-wing groups and some military 
personnel, the Medellin cartel launched 
a far-right political coalition, the Nation
al Reconstruction Movement (MORE
NA). MORENA's central aim is to run ai; 
many candidates as possible in the 1990 
elections. With millions of dollars at the 
command of the drug lords, it is no 
wonder that the traditional Liberal and 
Conservative Party leaders are alarmed. 
The alarm was sounded by none other 
than Liberal Party candidate Gal~n just 
before he was murdered. 

COLOlv/BIAN DRUG BUSINESS 

Civil wars are not new to Colombia: 
from 1948 to 1958 Conservatives and 
liberals batt!ed one another resulting in 
a million casualties. The Liberals were 
finally permitted to enter national poli
tics, becoming in time part of the estab
lishment. 

It remains to be seen whether history 
will repeat itself. The Bogota newspaper 
El Tiempo reported on August 31 that 60 
percent of Colombians surveyed be
lieved that the Colombian government 
could not win a war .against the drug 
traHickers. The original base of MORENA 1s in 

the Magdalena Valley, an area closely 
tied to the cocaine economy. ~ta recent 
rally about 5,000 supporters heard the 
leaders of MORENA announce they 
would run for 42 mayoralities as well as 
for legislative seats. No one dares to run 
against tbe economic resources and 
strong-arm tactics of such a movement. 

Galan: assassination victim Both Liberal and Conservative Par
ties alike are eager for the U.S. to come 
in to help preserve their control of na
tional politics. But even the entry of the 
United States into the conflict is unlikely 
to change the long-term picture. 

This is the backdrop for the present 
confrontation. Soon after the govern
ment began seizing the properties of 
members of the Medellin cartel, the 
traffickers responded by bombing the 
banks owned by the National Associa
tion of Coffee Growers. 

rests of the other. liquor stores owned 
by members of the traditional oligarchy 
or the state have been blown up, and in 
late August one of the most luxurious 
social clubs (that had denied mem
bership to some Mede!Hn traffickers) 
was attacked with grenades. 

Not only in Colombia but throughout 
much of Latin America old oligarc_t,ies 
are desperately holding on to their pow
er, unwilling to share it either with the 
left or with rising bourgeoisies whose 
wealth often comes from the drug 
economy. 

The question is where the violence 
will end. 

The violence is not random. Each 
side is trying to harm the economic inte-

On August 29, Pablo Escobar, in an 
interview with the Paris-based newspa
per LiMration, said the cartel was ready 
to negotiate its position in society or. 
failing that, to defend its interests by 
launching a civil war. 

The grim prognosis is that more civil 
wars - with or without U.S. intervention 
- may be inescapable for a good part of 
the region. • 

An Unholy Alliance 
Aided by sectors of the armed forces and right-wing 

extremists, drug traffickers have adopted a far-reaching 
strategy to wipe out Colombia's popular movement. The 
aim of the alliance is to win geopolitical control of the cen
ter of the country, and to assassinate democratic leaders 
and all those who oppose the interests of the drug trade 
and the political and military front being consolidated 
among the regular armed forces, the drug mafia and ex
treme right-wing militants. 

This information from Colombia's Security Police De
partment (DAS), partly corroborates long-standing reports 
from human rights organizations. 

The narco-paramilitary alliance - as it was described by 
the DAS chief, General Miguel Maza, after emerging un
scathed from a murder attempt - became possible when 
the groups' political interests began to converge in 1985. 
The front has turned the region of Magdalena Medio, tra
ditional stamping ground of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC), into an anti-communist strong-
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hold. Working through the ficticious Magdalena Medio 
Rancher's Association (ACDEGAM), the drug mafia financed 
social projects to win over the local population and formed 
"self-defense" groups. Paid assassins and training camps 
with foreign instructors complete the alliance's strategy for 
the region. 

The group has set up a network by which it can trans
port teams of hired hitmen to various points around the 
country. These have carried out a number of murders and 
massacres with the collaboration of military units, in what 
is known as the "dirty war." After "purifying" several areas 
of the country by blood and fire, and either taking over the 
lands abandoned by fearful countryfolk or exacting their 
support, the "bosses" decided to launch the National Res
toration Movement (MORE NA). 

President Virgilio Barco Vargas took steps to prevent 
MORENA from acting publicly, after warnings from secu
rity services of the dangers that would otherwise ensue. 
Meanwhile, the anti-drug response provoked by the assas
sination of liberal presidential candidate, Luis Carlos Galan, 
has reached into this area which, until recently, was con
sidered impenetrable. 

J.L. 
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Decade of Disaster 
El Salvador has "developed backwards" in the 1980s - a decade marked by 

civil war, death squads, refugees and U.S. intervention 

By Sara Miles and Bob Ostertag· 

F 
ram a makeshift hut overlooking 
El Salvador's largest cemetery, 
Gloria Marina Cortez looked out 

on her bleak future. She had been driv· 
en from her rural village in the south by 
army attacks. Now, the same army had 
picked her oldest son off the street on 
his way to work, and Gloria was left to 
make her way from one army garrison 
to another, hoping that the boy had 
been press-ganged into service and not 
simply "disappeared." 

For Gloria and her neighbors, like· 
nearly two million other Salvadoran 
refugees, the years of civil war and fail
ed U.S. policy that have torn El Salva
dor apart have been a decade of flight. 
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Today, over 1.6 million Salvadorans 
- more than a quarter of the country's 
citizens - have abandoned their homes, 
fleeing the U.S.-backed counterinsur
gency war, pohhcal repression, and 
grinding poverty. Less than five million 
Salvadorans are left in the country itself, 
the smallest and most densely populat
ed nation in Central America. Of these, 
about 600,000 are "internally displaced," 
driven from their home villages and 
rural hamlets. Many have resettled in 
shantytowns like Gloria's in the capital, 
sheltering their families in cardboard 
shacks that line railroad tracks and 
sewage ditches. 

But a growing number have fled the 
country altogether. An estimated one 
million Salvadoran refugees five in the 
United States alone, where many are 
"undocumented · aliens," subject to 

arrest and deportation by U.S. immi
gration authorities. 

The irony is symbolic of the last dec
ade or Washington's confused and trag
ic policy: as the war directed by the U.S. 
Army drives the poor out of El Salva
dor, U.S. immigration forces try to pick 
them up at the border and send them back. 

ihe social catastrophe wrought by 
this policy goes far beyond the refugees. 
Some 70,000 people have been killed in 
the 10-year war, most of them civilians. 
Thousands more have "disappeared," 
largely at the hands of death squads run 
by military officers and leaders of the 
ultra-right National Republican Alliance 
(ARENA) party. 

And now ARENA, the party or the 
death squads, has come to power, 

Copyrigh1 tn1111uto tor Food and Oevetopmon1 Polley 
(Food FlrSI). 
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winning electrons that the United States 
designed to make El Salvador more 
democratic. 

The roots of crisis - Rebellions of hun
gry peasants, or campesinos, against the 
ruling elite have been endemic to El 
Salvador. In 1932 an uprising led by 
campesinos forced from their lands by 
coffee barons - symbolically known as 
the "14 families" - was brutally sup
pressed with the massacre of 30,000 ci
vilians. The further development of ex
port crops such as coffee, cotton, and 
sugar in the 1950s and 1960s concen
tratecf land ownership even more, and 
led to a new round of forced evictions. 
By 1975, 40 percent of campesino fami
lies were left with no land at all, six fam
ilies owned more land than 133,000 
farmers By the end of the 1970s. an
other rebellion was in the making. A 
broad "popular movement" of campe
sinos, lirban workers, students, women, 
church people, and the unemployed was 
challenging the oligarchy and the gov
ernment with militant demands for 
1ustice. 

Until the 1970s El Salvador had been 
largely ignored by Washington. It had 
few natural resources to catch the eye of 
U.S. entrepreneurs, and its location 
gave rt ltttle strategic importance. While 
the U.S. Marines mounted a series of 
invasions tn nearby Nicaragua, and the 
Central lntelhgence Agency (CIA) and 
the United Fruit Company overthrew a 
democratic government in neighboring 
Guatemala, EI Salvador languished 
as a backwater of U.S. foreign pol
icy. 

In 1980, however, Ronald Reagan 
came to power alarmed by the recent 
triumph of revolutionary movements in 
Nicaragua and the Caribbean nation of 
Grenada. In response, it promised to 
"draw the line against communism in 
our own backyard." A Salvadoran rebel 
army, the Farabundo Martr National 
Liberation Front (FMLN) had grown out 
of the protest movements of earlier 
years and had just begun its armed 
S1ruggle in earnest. It was poorly armed 
and internally divided. The administra
tion thought that defeating the guerril
las would be, in the worlds of a former 
oflicial, like "rolling a drunk," and U.S. 
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intervention in El Salvador leapt into full 
swing. 

U.S. military advisors were dispatch
ed to retrain the army and direct the war 
effort. The Salvadoran milrtary soon tri
pled in size, from 16,000 in 1980 to more 
than 55,000 troops five years later. An 
air force was created from virtually 
nothing, and equipped with more than 
50 Vietnam. War-vintage ''Huey" heli
copters. Elite counterinsurgency battal
ibns were sent to the United States for 
training at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
Meanwhile, vigilante death squads 
closely linked to the Salvadoran Armed 
Forces launched a wave of political as-

EL SALVADOR 

mism was in step with the U.S. pro
gram. Under U.S. pressure, El Salva
dor's banking system and foreign trade 
were nationalized, and a limited land 
reform was begun. The U.S. Agency for 
International Development (AID) open
ed a huge mission to drstrrbute the rain 
of dollars that flowed into the coun
try. 

Each year the aid escalated. What 
began with less than USS 100 million a 
year in the early 1980s topped USS 800 
million a year by the end of the decade. 
Yet all three elements in Washington's 
polrcy - the counterinsurgency war, the 
economic reforms, and the Duarte gov-

Deadly help: U.S. citizens protest aid to El Salvador 

sassinations against the urban popular 
movement, killing as many as 200 peo
ple a week in the early 1980s. 

At the same time, the United States 
was attempting to reform the lopsided 
economy and curtail the power of the 
landed elite in order to win the popula
tion away from the guerrillas. Jose Na
poleon Duarte and his Christian Demo
cratic Party were brought to power, first 
in 1980 through a deal U.S. diplomats 
brokered with the army, and again in 
1984 through elections in which the CIA 
supplied the Duarte campaign with mil
lions of dollars. Duane's party was 
equally disliked by both the popular 
movement and the oligarchy, which was 
adamantly opposed to even cosmetic 
reforms, but its anti-communist refor-

ernment - have ended up in catastrophe. 

Policy failure on all fronts - Each 
escalation of the war by the Salvadoran 
military has been successfuly countered 
by the FMLN, which has outmaneuver
ed the army by using tactics based on its 
close links with a population that sees 
the government soldiers as goons of the 
landlords. The independent opposition 
groups that eventualy joined forces to 
form the FMLN were originally based in 
San Salvador and other urban areas. 
When they were practically decimated 
by paramilitary death squads, many 
unionists, teachers, students, and others 
left the cities and set up rural "zones of 
control" in which they built up a rebel 
army. Washington sent helicopters and 
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planes to bornbard these rural strong· 
holds, but the rebels dispersed through
out the country in units too srnall for the 
air force to track Then. as the firepower 
of the army was steadily increased, the 
rebels countered with the large-scale 
use of homernade mines which had 
devastating results throughout the 
countryside. 

government tried to Sl1pplernent its for
ces by organizing paramilitary 'civil 
defense' squads out of local mayors' 
offices, the rebels demanded that the 
mayors resign and began assassinming 
those vvho refused. 

shattered sin!ile women head most 
householos, .rnd these underpaid or 
unemploved women oflen cannot lecd 
their children. 

Added to the terrible h~1man toll is 
the looming ecological crisis. With over 
97 perccn1 of the lancl deforested, the 
militarv cont111ues 10 hwn and clefollntc 
the countryside. Over 3,000 tons of 
U.S.-mnde homhs have been ciroppeci 
leaving huge craters ,md selling off 
de\ astatinq fires. 

As the war has escalated it also be
carne more b1Lter. When the army mush
roomed in size. the guerrillas began a 
relentless sabotage campaign that kept 
government soldiers tied do"' n defend
ing economic targets. And when the 

The escalation of the war wrt~aked 
havoc on Sahadoran society, The de,llh 
squads and the bombing started the 
flood of refugees. Then the tripling of 
the size of the m1htar\ too~ thous,mds 
of able-bodied young men frorn pro
ducuve .,.,ork, ~,ith boys as young as ltl 
abducted from street corners ancl hus 
stops. Salvadoran lam1hes have been 

\'\ asl ington·s ccono,rnc program for 
El S'llvc1dor has larnct no 1,e1ter than 11s 
war. Today's income levels have sunk to 

Brutal Bob 
Roberto D'Aubu1sson ,s a legendary figure in El Salva

dor's recent - and brutal - history. Among other things 
he's been a death squad leader, the mastermind behind the 
1980 assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero. and now 
he's the power-behind-the-throne in the administration of 
President Alfredo Cristiani. The charismatic chieftain of the 
National Republican Alliance !ARENA) party is a former 
member of the officer corps of the El Salvadoran Armed 
Forces and many still call him "the Major." 

His political style earned him celluloid immortality in 
Oliver Stone's film Salvador. He is still in the spotlight, 
always at center stage during ARENA rallies - including 
Cristiani's inauguration last June. D'Aubu1sson had to give 
the "calm clown" sign before his foot-stamping, cheering 
followers would let the new president give his inauguration 
address. 

His ideas appeal to many on the Salvadoran right. His 
current of right-wing nationalism runs diametrically op-
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posed to the trend lO\\arcl a politically negotiated solution 
to thv conlhct in his country. 

Do you lhtnl. the talks in Mexico arc the start of a negoliatcd 
solut,on between the ARENA go1·ernmcnt and the Farabundo 
Marti Na/tonal Llberat,on Front (FML/\J)? 

I'm really pleased that the Fa rabundo Marti is lllterest
ed. This confirms for us that now there's no support from 
any socialist country for these groups that have taken up 
arms in orcfer to :ake power. It was with this in mind that 
President Cris1iani offered a national proposal for peace 
and hherty to the Farabunclo Marti in his campaign. And 
now a peace commission has been formed that will holcl an 
ongoing dialogue with the Farabundo Marti. Dialogue has 
been held with other forces, that's to say with the political 
and union forces. 

The dialogue between the Sandm,sta government and the 
contras in Nicaragua is an example for many outside the re
g,on. Is ,t concewable that there be a similar dialogue between 
the Salvadoran government. ARENA, and the FML/\J? 

I only want to leave them with one thought. the contras 
are fighting for democracy and liberty in Nicaragua, where
as the Farabundos carry out their terrorism in or<ler to im
pose a totalitarian plan, lo break down clemocracy. I tell 
them this because it's inconceivable 1hat they would want 
to compare the contras in Nicaragua to the Farabundos. 

However, as the ARENA party, we proposed that the 
contras have an option, that they store their arms - nol 
surrender them, but store them with the United Nations 
forces. the "Blue Helmets." And if Nicaraguan President 
(Daniell Ortega, the good Marxist that he is, cloesn'l com
ply, they could regroup, get their weapons, and continue 
applying armed pressure. In the same way, we olferecl that 
the Farabundos store their arms, with a Sandinista com
mission if they like, ancl lhat they begin lo f11 themselves 
into what President Cris\iani is offering. 

Leo Gabrtel' 
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tllosu of 1960. In otllnr worrls, cltirIn~1 a 
clecacle in wh,cll tho U1111,•d States t,act 
provtclod mon .. 11,c1n USS3 b1ll1on 111 aid 
for El S ,tvaclor - .ipprox1ma1ely one 
rnill1011 <lollars eoch clay - the country 
h,1s "developed backwards" by 30 years. 

Even the I1111,tecl land reform was 
lrntied 111 midstream. Dt1e 10 violc:nt op
posit1on from landowners. the reform 
cooperattves wore clenied access 10 
adequate creel it, seed and fertilizer, and 
most arc now bnnkrupt. The combina
tion of government corrup1,on, capital 
flighl, an<I rbl>el sabotage has brought 
the economy to the point of collapse. 
One-third of the workforce is unem
ployed, and another 40 percent have no 
steady work, leaving less than three out 
of 10 Sulvadoran workers with a regular 
ancome. Ninety-six percent of the rural 
population lives at or below the abso
lute poverty line. The real wage has de
clined throughout the 1980s, an<i today 
a.mounts to only 92 U.S. cents a day for 
urban workers, and 52 U.S. cents for 
those in the countryside. 

Washington's political project - the 
Duarte government - has also backfired. 
Unable to move the economy forward 
or defeat the guerrillas of the FMLN, the 
Duane government came to rely on 
rampant corruption as its principal tool 
for maintaining the allegiance of its 
supporters. As the main conduit for the 
billions of dollars arriving lrom Wash
ington, it had plenty of money to pass 
around. But finally this largesse became 
,ts downfall when, 1n 1987, Duarte's 
party split in an internal power struggle 
over division of the loot. 

Local movements strengthened - In 
contrast to the failed U.S. policies. those 
social and pohtical forces with real roots 
in Salvadoran society - on both the left 
and the right - have grown and consoli· 
dated amidst the chaos ol Washington's 
"counterinsurgency with reform." 

While the rebels of the FMLN have 
adapted their military tactics to meet the 
government's increased war efforts, the 
unarmed poor have also adapted to dif
ficult and challenging circumstances. 
After bombardment from the air force 
caused many to flee to neighboring 
Honduras, the refugees organized, de
manding the right to return to their 
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Student protest: popular movements have grown, as has the right 

homes. By attracting international at
tention to their plight, they have spear
headed a movement to repatriate war 
refuees to their places of origin. Those 
who fled to the shantytowns of the cit
ies, on the other hand, have begun to 
organize there, demanding access to 
land, water, and electricity. At the same 
lime, many grassroots organizations 
have become increasingly open in their 
support for the guerrillas, and militant 
in their criticism of the government. 
And El Salvador's union movement, 
after being driven underground by 
death-squad repression 1n the early 
1980s, reappeared in 1985 and has now 
attained a powerful presence in the cap
ital, carrying out strikes and political ac
ttv1ties in defiance of the army. 

The oligarchy, too, has held its own. 
When Washington pushed its leaders 
aside in 1980 to install the Duarte gov
ernment, t11e Salvadoran far right or
ganized the ARENA party ,n order to 
fight back on a political tooting. As 
Washington's programs failed to rescue 
the economy and the war dragged on, 
ARE NA consolidated its support among 

the business community and began to 
build a base using the paramilitary vigi
lante networks established by previous 
military regimes. 

With the split of the C~ristian Demo
crats in 1987, and with the left still pre
vented from effective participation in 
electoral politics - both direct conse
quences of U.S. policy - the way was 
cleared for the oligarchs to return to 
power. Roberto D'Aubuisson, the noto
rious death-squad leader and ARENA 
founder, took a behind-the-scenes role 
while a "moderate," English-speaking 
businessman, Alfredo Cristiani, became 
the public front man. 

Amidst an electoral mobilization 
campaign unprecedented in El Salva 
dor's history, with Cristiani as candidate, 
ARENA won the presidency in March 
1989. As the voting drew to a close, 
hundreds of rich teenagers poured into 
the streets to celebrate the victory of the 
neo-fascists. Decked out in Reebok 
sneakers, Bermuda shorts. and designer 
sunglasses, the victorious child ren of 
the oligharchy approached U.S. journal
lists shouting, "Gringos Go To Hell 1" 
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The FMLN's Side 
Commander Leonel Gonza
lez is one of five members of 
the General Command of 
the Farabundo Marti Natton
al Liberation Front (FI\ILN) 
El Salvador's leftist guerril
las. In this interview. he 
comments on the peace talks 
lhat his organization is con
ducting with the countrv's 
right-wing government. 

What do vou think of P•es,
dent Alfredo Cnstum,·s recent 
speech before the United Na
hems ,n 111h,ch he put forward a 
proposal for a total end to hos
tilities? 

Cristiani's speech, as 
Leonel Gonzalez evervone has recognized, is 
demagogic and shows a lac,.; of sincerity, a lack of political 
will to bring peace and democracy to El Salvador. Every
one was waittng for a clear response to the proposal the 
FMLN made in Mexico, but he didn't even mention it. This 
is a bad sign. It shows he doesn't want to make a mutual 
agreement, but to impose one. 

It confirms that Cristiani doesn't even want peace and 
that 1t 1s a lie that they're working in the spirit of the Esqui
pulas II, Costa del Sot, and Tela agreements in which the 
Central American presidents expressed the need for the 
government and FMLN to come to an agreement. 

Do you think the army would accept a total end to the hostil
ities? 

All the High Command is capable of accepting Is a uni-

I I SAi \'4001? 

lateral end 10 hostilities. They're afraid of reaching a mu
l\Jal agreement since our forces are now established In 12 
of the country s 14 departments. This agreement wou ld 
mean respecting our presence in these areas. Like we stat
ed in our September 11 proposal. let's have full guarantees 
on both sides. 

By calling for a unilateral end to hostilities, they are 
searching for a rn1litarv advantage. They would deploy 
their forces deep into our zones in order to show they have 
military control. But this will bring us back to a very diffi
cult situahon sinco 30\ force that enters our zone must be 
opposed.Soth1smeasurewouldmeanprolongation of the war. 

What conditions would the FMU\J demand for an end to hos
t '1hes? 

\ 1 e propose not I1.1st a cease-fire but also the incorpora
tton of the FMLN ir,to political life, the beginning of an 
electoral debate, and the search, via the vote, for what the 
people would decide to be the way forward. 

One proposal we presenled has had acceptance nation
allv and internationally because its seen as a good draft of 
a way tov-. ards constructing a negotiated solution. What 
the people and the international community are demand
ing of Cristiani and the High Command is that they find the 
political will to end this conflict. 

J.fow do FMLN military operations and the decision to initiate 
sabotage fit mro the negotiation process? 

Like I said, in Mexico we presented our proposal to end 
alt acttons and geI involved as a political party. To date, the 
government has given us no response. On the contrary, it 
has shown linle will to make a mutual agreement. Our po
litical-military actron is Justified now more than ever, be
cause we've put it in terms of the entire nation's hope to 
anain peace. 

• Crl&Slf'esamienlO Propto En91is11 Sl)OClat SilMces. TIits ln1e,~1ew wo, conducre<1 
by SALPRESS and firal pub1t1h11d In lhe Nicaraguan nowspal)ilr -Sarrfcada. • 

The FMLN, for its part, welcomed 
ARENA to power with a nationwide mil
itary offensive, vowing to make the 
country "ungovernable" for the ultra
right. A decade of U.S. policy in El Sal
vador was at a dead end. 

U.S. policy at a crossroads - With 
ARENA now in power El Salvador 
seems poised on the edge of an even 
more brutal round of violence. Many 
ARE NA leaders were key figures in the 
death-squad rampages of the early 
1980s. And there are indications that if 
opposition groups mount a serious 
challenge to the regime, the ultra-right 
may be prepared to repeat a bloody 
wave of murders again. 

Several union leaders were arrested 
on charges of "subversion" shortly after 
ARENA took office in June 1989. The 
office of the organization coordinating 
the efforts of refugees to return home 
was surrounded by government troops 
and all its occupants seized. In urban 
neighborhoods, state-sponsored vigi
lante groups are being installed. More 
victims of death squads have appeared, 
their mutilated bodies dumped by the 
side of roads. And the ARE NA-controll
ed legislature prepared sweeping 
anti -terrorist" laws to give legal backing 
to the Gestapo-like tactics being used. 

ARENA government from power. In 
1983, Salvadoran army officers estimat
ed that without U.S. aid they could sus
tain the pace of the war against the 
guerrillas for up to half a year. Today 
they estimate they could maintain their 
level of operations for four weeks. Anal
ysts of all political persuasions agree 
that a commitment of hundreds of mil
lions of U.S. tax dollars each year for 
many years to come will be required to 
keep the government from falling 10 the 
rebellion. 

Fearing an escalation of the war and 
political violence that has already claim
ed 70,000 lives, many sectors of Salva
doran society see a negotiated settle
ment as the only viable option, In 
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The rebels, meanwhile, have been 
growing stronger than ever, predicting 
an insurrection that would sweep the 
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New victims: a mother posts a notice of her disappeared daughter (left} and imprisoned labor union members 

1988, the Catholic Church sponsored a 
"Nalional Debate" on lhe conflict. Fifty
nine organizations participated, ranging 
from the country's churches to human 
rights groups, universities, and rural co
operatives. Included were groups clearly 

sympalhetic to the rebels and those who 
had previously supported the govern
ment. The National Debate coalition 
concluded wilh an urgent call for a ne
gotiated solution to the conrlict, and has 
since held several large marches and 
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demonstrations to press for peace. 
The rebels themselves appear con

cerned Gver the prospect of war without 
end in El Salvador, and have endorsed 
the positions of the National Debate. 
They have offered a series of peace 
proposals. calling for the formation of a 
"government of broad participation," in 
which all political groupings wilting to 
paritipate would seek a program of "na
tional consensus." 

The U.S. administration of President 
George Bush rejected the rebel peace 
overtures, and continues to argue that 
the rebels have no popular support and 
that the proposals are ruses obscuring 
the rebels's real objective of seizing total 
power. But without U.S. insistence, 
neither the ARENA government nor the 
powerful military will consent to talk 
with the FMLN. 

Yet a decade of failure leaves Wash
ington with only two real options in El 
Salvador: pursue the war, or sit down 
with the FMLN. The cost of pursuing 
the war will be high indeed. A rebel in
surrection, a wave of rightist terror, a 
police state, a shattered economy, se
vere environmental damage, thousands 
more killed or displaced, and an increas
ingly vicious war dragging on for years 
and years - these grim possibilities are 
El Salvador's only alternative to a nego
tiated peace. o 
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Superbarrio to the Rescue 
A masked wrestler is one of Mexi, / s most famous and popular personalities. A staunch defender of the poor. 

he recently visited the United States to learn the problems facing Mexicans living there 

T hough nobody knows his name, 
he is knm, n by everyboclv. No
body has seen his face but he ,s 

one o' Mexico's most famous personali
ties. He is Superbarno, the masker! 
wrestler wl,o looks like a comk charac 
ter, but who acts as a guardian of the 
poor. 

Superbarrio thinks people should or 
gan,ze themselves to solve their prob 
lems. He was born 111 i986 when a!' 
earthquake ravaged Mexico City and the 
state could not cope \<\1th the disaster. 
The victims had 10 organize themselves 
in order to survive. 

Superbamo often aµpears unexpect
edly whenpeople gather to block a 
street to demand traffic lights, or Ioms 
m clemonstrauons calling for improve
ments in transportation services. His 
presence fires the young, cheers adults. 
and invariably attracts larger crowcis. 

Superbarrio is not a political party, 
nor a leader, nor an organization. He is 
a new phenomenon in an exploding city 
\\hose population already tops 18 mil
lion. His fame spread quickly from the 
neighborhoods to envelop the city, then 
through the country and now abroad. 

Recently, Superbarrio visited the 
United States. where he met with illegal 
immigrants. Chicano organizations. 
workers and students. On his return. 
Superbarrio announced that he would 
take the case of illegal Mexican workers 
in the United States to the Mexican 
C9ngress. 

This interview was conducted upon 
· Superbarrio's return from lhe U.S. 

You became a real Superhero in the 
very land of Superman. You arrived, wit
nessed and headed demonstrations, inter
ceded on behaff of the poor and got some 
promises from author,ties. But what will 
happen to the Mexican 1mm1grants now 
that you have feft? Will they watt for Super-
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barno to rf'tvrn? 
No. Mv v1s11 w11s good for then, 1>0-

cc1use they w1dene(l 1hett !:cope ol nct10n 
and their org,m1za11onal ca1rnci1y, More 
people got to know about their p1edica
ment. In Arvin, t1n agricultural woI lcl 
power, there are M1xtccos !from the 
M1xteca region in the state of Oax.ical 
who live under l>riclges. The local mayor 
prorniscd to clevclo1l a housing program 
for them. The M1xtccos clid not protest 
for tear ol being cleµorted, bul now they 
are gomg to be more cr11ical. 

What Questions did people ask you ,n 

the United Stales? 
The recurrent question was: why do I 

wear a mask. why do I hide my face. It 
was difficult for them to understand that 
the strliggle Is collective, not individual. 
It isn't mo who got the things, but the 
struggle of thousands of Mexicans 
whose collective lace ,s a mask, not the 
face of a person. of a leader. Superman 
1s inchvidualist, he doesn't wear a mask. 

It's a different culture. Ours is rooted 
in anonymous fighters, theirs promotes 
individualism. the self-made man, to be 
the best. But the real strength lies in 
grassroots organiLation, where every
one is the main character. Superbarrio 
symboli1es the collective struggle. 

Some children asked me to exhibit 
my superpowers and my muscles. and 
to fly. I told them about the Coronado 
Island bridge, which was built because 
the whole town organized, since one 
person couldn't have done it. Then .i 

child stood up and said, "It's \me, there 
,s strength in unity." 

Did they see Superbamo as a disrup· 
live factor m Mex,co? 

• n11<J \'/arid Network F'ea1ur • TJll 1n1, •v ew hr I llP· 
o areit r, ltle f,'ox,can ma9azlnt U Oua Cllr, de 1,,11.,. 
o !Tho 01h0r Face or M, ,lcoJ, 11 brrnon11t1y pub 1callon pu1 

oul wnt lt:i colloooro1ton o• lloxlcan g,assroots organl:a· 
tlons nncs ro,olgn corre pondon1.~. 
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No, They viewed me as a superhero 
who protects the poor . I d1cln't get
rrnxed up in politics, and I didn't go as a 
µoliucal leader. Maybe if I ha<I interfered 
they would have deported me on the 
spot when I was cteta111erl, hecause Yan
kees don't like those who stir up peoµle. 

How would you sum up the condilton of 
the Latin Amencans m the U.S.? 

It's the same wretched life as 1ha1 in 
Mexico. 

What are the s1mi/ar1t/es? 
There are no houses. rents are ex

tremely h19h, evIctIons are frequent, 
those who lack n permanent joh live 
hudcllecl up or in the streets, there is 
unemployment. Many people stand in 
the streets offering to work, Just like 
those in front of the Mexico Cny Cathe
dral. To make maners worse, Mexicans 
are victims of police abuse and racism, 
and U.S. authorities are not easily 
moved hy their troubles. 

Do they ea/ weJI? 
They eat sheer rubbish, although 

they try to maintain the tradition of Me
xican foort. 

What do you thmh of the people and the 

society of the U.S.? 
I saw a lot of anguish among Yan

kees, ll( '1se there is mounting violence 
ancl h1gl1 drug consumption. People are 
not communicative and live tn isolation; 
they Iust mind their own businesses. 
They tend to reIect Latin, Asian and 
black people. All of them may be dying 
of contaminated water but they don't 
want to recogn,ze it, even if their chil
dren are affected. 

Aro the immigrants Interested in what is 
happening in Mexico? 

Yes. Most Mexicans keep in touch 
with their families, though they aren't 
much interested in political problems. 
Besides, Univision, that is to say T eie
visa (the Mexican private television mo
nopoly), is the only thing they receive in 
southern California. So they asked us to 
tell the truth aholJt the Mexican, mainly 
political, situation. As for the (North) 
Americans, they think that Mexico is a 
mess, a place that lacks order, peace or 
securi ty. 

Is there arbitrary behavior and abuse by 
police on both sides of the U.S.-Mex1can 
border? 

Yes. The two police forces operate 
JOtnlly. Two days after my arrival there 

Superbarrio's majority: some of Mexico City's 18 million at a bus stop 
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Superbarrio: "strength in unity'' 

was a coordinated action of the Tijuana 
(Mexico) police and the migra (officers of 
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service). Usually at 6 p.m. flocks of peo
ple start to cross the border toward the 
U.S. That clay, around 3 p.m., the Mexi
can police surrounded a group of peo
ple, who ran to the U.S. frontier. They 
preferred the Yankees because the Me
xicans are worse. the migra deport you 
and if you protest they beat you and can 
even kill you; but the Mexican police al
ways beat you for no reason and steal 
your money. 

An article appeared in Mexico 1vh1ch 
stated thal the police removed your mask 
when you were arrested. It's the first time, 
isn't it? 

It isn't true that my mask was taken 
off. I refused to allow it. It's true that 
they got angry when I told them that my 
name was Superbarrio Gomez. They 
told me, "Well, you are going to show 
us a passport with the name Superbar
rio Gomez." At last I gave them my real 
personal details. But the best thing was 
that the detention was filmed and ap
peared on television three hours later. 
They put me in jail but soon they had to 
let me go because it had become a 
public scandal. o 
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Political Murder Revisited 
Renewed political violence in Guatemala is stirring tears that once again 

the country could drown in a bloodbath of civil war and military repression 

By Mary Jo Mcconahay· 

A wave of political violence that 
has hit Guatemala in recent 
months is aimed at undermining 

the count') s fledgling democracy, ac
cording to government officials and for
eign diplomats. 

Gunmen assassinated a top member 
of the ruling Christian Democratic Party 
and a prominent banker in smoothly 
executed daylight operauons. 

The tortured bodies of three disap
peared' students and one professor 
were discovered recently in a ditch near 
the university campus from where they 
were kidnapped a month earlier. A 

fou·rth student, snatched from 
do1Antown Tegucigalpa, l-londuras, was 
discovered in a ravine 40 miles north
east of Guatemala City. Six other stu
dent leaders are still missing. 

For many Guatemalans. who vividly 
remember the horrifying civil war and 
military repression that accounted for 
100,000 lives lost in the early 1980s, the 
renewed violence is causing what Ro
man Catholic Archbishop Pr6spero Pe
nados calls "a climate of anxiety, a feel
ing of capsizing." 

Penados says petitioners come daily 
to his episcopal residence saying they 
have received theats. Many of them ask 
for letters from Penados to present to 
foreign embassies in hopes of going 
into exile. 

The violence. which has surged since 
a failed coup last May, is said to be the 
work of right-wing extremists and mili
tary dissidents who want to destabilize 
the civilian government of President Vi
nicio Cerezo and pave the way for an
other military takeover. 

The kidnappings and assassinations 
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have often been carried out by teams -
sometimes as many as 1? people. ac
cording to evew11nesses - using sophis
ticated weapons communication5 
equ1pment and intelligence. 

Since July, more than l\'\O dozen 
bombs have exploded n t e capital, in
cluding one at a television station, killing 
one man. Another explosion damaged 
13 shops in. luxury mall. 

Defense Minister General Hector 
Grama10 said "fanaticized minds'' from 
extreme-right political parties and the 
business community, together with 
"d1ss1dents from the army, were most
ly responsible for the violence, although 
he has offered no proof linking individ
uals to the terrorist acts. 

Observers trace the beginning of the 
current climate of insecurity to the May 
9 coup attempt against the Cerezo gov
ernment. 

It was the second serious attempt by 
elements of the military, backed by right
ist civilians. to topple Cerezo in the last 
two years. Cerezo, a Christian Demo
crat, became Guatemala's f1rs1 elected 
civilian president in two decades. 

Soon after the failed coup, human
rights workers received anonymous 
death threats, and one office was attack
ed. Exiled political activists who had 
returned· to participate in the National 
Dialogue, mandated by the Central 

American Peace Plan, were threatened 
and leh again. 

Death threats forced editorial staffers 
at the 1nvest19ative magazine Por 
Oue? (Why'I to quit last month. the 
sixth media outlet to close as a result of 
threats in the last year and a half. accord
ing to the Guatemala-based newsletter 
Central America Reports. 

There has also been a renewal of left-
1st guerrilla activity in recent weeks. ln a 
spectacular act of sabotage at the end of 
August. the National Revolutionary 
Unity of Guatemala (UNRG), an um
brella organization of four guerrilla 
groups, claimed responsibility for blow
ing up an electricity transmission tower, 
causing two days of blackouts, rationing 
and traffic tie-ups throughout the country. 

Despite the guerrilla actions, govern
ment officials blame alleged rightists for 
most of the violence. Senior military of
ficials say they expect terrorist acts to 
increase in the run-up to national elec
tions next year. 

"This is definitely the beginning of 
election violence," said one officer. 
"Certain very conservative sectors are 
opting 10 destabilize the regime." 

On September 15, authorities discov
ered grenades and ammunitions at the 

.. Cooyrlgh1 Pec,fic News SeMce !PNS). PNS Conlral 
Amerlc;a e1lltor Mary Jo McConahay 1s based lullllme ,n 
Guftll>mala C11y. 

Student march: protesting disappearances at San Carlos University 
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home of Lionel Sisniega Otero, a long
ume I ightist political figure. An arrest 
order was issued for Sisniega, but he 
dropped out of sight a few hours before 
the search. 

S,sniega took part in the 1954 coup 
engineered by the U.S. Central lntoll,
gence Agency that overthrew civilian 
President Jacobo Arbenz. In 1985, 
SisnIega ran for president, garne
ring less than two percent of the 
vote. 

Two associates of S1sniega, Maximi
liano Archila Pellecer and Mario Ro
berto Martinez Pena, were arrested re
cently in connection with terrorist acts. 
They have proclaimed their innocence. 

In mid-September the U.S. State 
Department issued a travel advisory on 
Guatemala, warning tourists and busi-

nessmen to take 
precautions white 
traveling. Tax, dnv
ers and others who 
depend on the tour
ist trade, which 
had been recover
ing in the last two 
years, say business 
has dropped off 
sharply, 

On the campus 
of the capital's Uni
versity of San Car
los, where stu
dent leaders began 
disappearing Aug-

Slsniega Ote ro ust 21, the climate 
of fear is palpable. 

Classes have been suspended. but 
students meet to protest the killings and 
demand safety for the disappeared. "We 
want them alive," reads the graffiti on 
the walls. 

In the offices of the Associated U nI -
varsity Students (AE Ul, Julio, 27, an 
agronomy student, said he received a 
phone call giving him 72 hours to leave 
the country or be killed. 

Of 16 members of the AE U directo
rate, only three remain now, the others 
killed, disappeared, exiled or in hiding, 
say student activists. Julio. who has 9ince 
gone into hiding, said he believed the 
threats came from the far right, who 
"have no way of arriving at power by 
electtons. so they are sowing chaos." • 
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Death Squad 
Resurgence 

Less publicized but more extensive death 
squad-style killings and disappearances 
are occurring in the countryside 

F 
ear is stalking the small towns of 
the mountain province of San 
Marcos, over 200 kilometers out-

side of Guatemala City. Tortured bodies 
of peasants and small merchants are 
appearing on the roadside, in rivers 
swollen from rain, in a marketplace 
when sellers arrive to open their 
stalls. 

One priest hesitantly opens his door 
to reporters as they sit and speak so 
passers-by can see inside. He is being 
"watched" he says, and wants to give 
no cause for suspicion. He gives names 
of some' victims but won't speculate 
about who killed them. 

"There are things that are taboo to 
talk about," he says. "We priests don't 
feel secure now, even among ourselves_ 
Distrust reaches everywhere, even into 
the confessional." 

Information gathered on a two-day 
trip through several towns in the region 
indicate at least 27 persons were kid
napped and killed or disappeared in San 
Marcos between July and September, 
most of them in what residents now call 
"Black September." 

"We're living in a climate of terror 
because one person is found killed after 
another, said Alvaro Ramazzini, the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of San Mar
cos. 

As in several of the killings in the cap
ital, the victims in this border area are 
often kidnapped first, usually by several 

men armed with high-caliber weapons. 
"It is a style of kidnapping usually as

sociated with drug traffickers. or those 
with political aims," said Ramazzini. In 
the highlands north of here, poor 
farmers have begun growing opium 
poppies for Mexican middlemen who 
refine it into heroin. 

Other sources say victims may have 
been suspected of giving food or other 
help, willingly or not, to guerrillas of the 
National Revolutionary Unity of Guate
mala (URNG) who roam the region. In 
some areas civilian defense patrols 
under army supervision are active, or 
have been reconstituted recently in the 
face of a perceived threat from guerrillas. 

"There are likely some out there who 
see themselves as patriots who are say
ing we're going to take care of these 
things before it starts again," said a 
Western diplomat. 

What is clear is that the life of the 
towns here is marked-by tension that res
idents say reminds them of the civil 
war that took up to 100,000 lives in the 
early 1980s. Streets are abandoned after 
dark_ Social and church group meetings 
are rescheduled for daytime hours, or 
canceled altogether_ 

"Things were finally beginning to get 
better for these people, who have been 
forgotten for many years," said Mayor 
Bernardo Chavez of Malacatan, a city of 
75,000 near the Mexican border. "But 
it's hard to continue because there is 
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Mounting body count: a murdered peasant is carried off to the morgue 

one problem like this after another." 
In July a friend of the mayor's, Rafael 

Velasquez, the president of a local 
Mormon Church congregation. was kid
napped by armed men as he inspected a 
large farm where he worked as the ad
ministrator. Two weeks later said Cha
vez, a Christian Democrat, "The\( began 
bringing the bodies in here dead:· 

Sometimes, the bodies were nude. 
One had its genitals cut off. Another 
was shot in the head and the heart. May
or Chavez has gone to look at his bod
ies, but his friend Velasquez has not 
been among them. 

Information provided by church 
sources, civic and police officials and 
human rights advocates point to other 
recent cases. 

On September 12, Genaro Robles, 
42, his nephews and a co-worker were 
at work loading a truck with rocks near 
the to½n of Tejutla when six armed men 
in civilian clothing forced them into a 
car. Two days later Genaro Robles' 
body was found in a nearby town. 

In another town on the same day the 
bodies of Gustavo Amilcar Robles, 22, 
Gregorio Leonel Robles, 19, and the co
worker Juan Bautista Ovalle, 23, were 
discovered. Their eyes were gouged 
out, and other facial features were mu
tilated. Family members identified them 
by the clothes they wore. 

Also in mid-September, two armed 
men came to the home of a 41-year-old 
coffee buyer in the hamlet of Tokache at 
6:30 p.m., asked for him by name, and 
killed him on his front porch in front of 
his five children. They said nothing 
more, but cut off an ear and a finger 
from their victim. Sources asked that the 
victim's name and other details of the 
case not be disclosed for fear of possible 
reprisals against the family. 

On September 20, the 60-year-old 
mother of Catarina Enriquez Juarez 
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Perez. 27, reported to priests that six 
armed men broke into their house at 
4 a.m. in the remote hamletEI Ma
ran o and carried her son away, He has 
not been seen or heard from since. 

As afternoon clouds rolled into San 
Carlos one da-y last \A.'t?ek, 28-vear-old 
human rights war er Milhen Chavez (no 
relation to the Malacatan mayor) walked 
into his tinv office of the non-govern
mental Center for lnves1igation, Study and 
Promotion of Human Rights (CIEPRODH), 
'Ahich he opened recently. 

Chavez was visibly shal(en. He said a 
blue car with darkened windows had 
follO\·ved him that morning as he drove 
his pickup truck on an errand in town, 
then along a circuitous route home, 
where it parked outside. 

That night, Chavez, who earlier 1his 
month had ta.;en down a report from 
Robles' brother accusing the army of 
complicity in the case, said a leader of 
the local students union had warned of 
a death threat directed against Chavez. 

By late September.Chavez was in hid
ing in Guatemala City. Four armed men 
had arrived at his office to threaten him, 
he said, and he decided not to wait for 
another visit. 

The sign outside the CIEPRODH of
fice has been taken down. The owner or 
the building told Chavez he was afraid 
the building would be machinegunned 
from the street if the sign were left up. 

Churches in San Marcos have begun 
a "prayer campaign" until Christmas "to 
do something at a spiritual level, be
cause the insecurity is terrible," said 
Ramazzini. He spoke of the prayer cam
paign as if it were a last resort. 

"What can we do7 What can we 
counseP" said the bishop. "All this is so 
diabolical. How is it possible to kill peo
ple like this7" • 

Mary Jo Mcconahay 
• Copyrighl Pacific News Sorvk:~ f PNSJ. 
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Passive 
Resistance 
For the flrst time Guatemalan 
peasants are refusing to 
participate in the army's 
" self defense" patrols, 
long a key part of Its 
counterinsurgency armor. 
Armed with copies of 
Guatemala's recently promulgated 
constitution, they have begun 
asserting their civil rights 

I n Central America, the term "Gua
temala solution" stands for a stark 
two-step method of combating 

guerrilla insurgencies: kill those sus
pected of sympathizing with the left, 
and put those who remain to work poli
cing themselves. 

That was how the Guatemala military 
smashed the civil war that raged here in 
the late 1970s and early 1980s. The 
scorched-earth tactics lelt tens of thou
sands dead, and wiped out an estimated 
400 hamlets. 

No one can bring back the dead, bu t 
a growing movement of peasants is 
challenging the second step of the 
"Guatemala solution." They are desert
ing the army's network of civilian 
paramilitary patrols. 

In recent months al least 7,000 In
dians in 200 communities have refused 
to continue the unpaid service. Hun· 
dreds of thousands remain, but the mi
litary senses a crack in its counterinsur
gency armor. The army is responding 
with a media blitz.as well as visits by civ
ic affairs teams who promise improve
ments to villages which continue patrol 
service. More darkly, peasants inter
viewed in the provincial capital of 
Quiche claim the army is also respond· 
ing with threats against those who 
won't serve. 

"Anyone who doesn't want the pa
trols is painted red," says Jose M'orales, 30. 

The farmers' challenge takes the 
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form of passive resistance: after seven 
years or more, they are quietly laying 
down the antiquated carbines and sharp
ened sticks they carried as weapons. For 
moral support, they carry copies of the 
constitution promulgated under demo
cratically elected President Vinicio Cerelo 
in 1986, which declares the patrols must 
be ''voluntary." But Cere10, the first 
civilian to head the goverment after 16 
years of military dictatorships, has been 
linable or unwilling to confront the 
army. 

"The army arrives in the communny, 
they put a weapon right 1n front of you 
and say, 'Are you going to patrol or not? 
If you don't, it is because you're a guer
rilla,"' says a 22 year-old farmer who 
did not want his name used. 

In July 1988, Amilcar Mendez, a teach· 
er at a local elementary school and one
time labor organizer, founded a human 
rights advocacy group to push for dis
banding the patrols. The Runujel Junam 
("Everyone ls Equal" In the Quiche In
dian language) Council of Ethnic Com
munities, known by its Spanish acronym 
CERJ, functions as a primitive rural le
gal aid office. Semiliterate peasan(s 
gather on the porch, pouring over per
sonal copies of the constitution provid
ed by CERJ, discussing sections they 
have underlined: "liberty of Action," 

"Inviolability of the Home." 
CERJ has paid a high price for its 

one-year existence. One member was 
shot dead by unidentified gunmen, 
another kidnapped and disappeared. In 
Apnl, soldiers kidnapped four members 
as they slept on a coffee farm and they 
have disappeared. 

Manuel Mejia, 28, a farmer and vice
president of CERJ, says he and fellow 
villager Antonio Ouechon were threaten
ed by military commissioners, civilians 
who work for 1he army. Ouechon is in 
hiding. 

Jose Morales says National Police 
"shot up houses" in his village of Chu
runeles de Solola on June 20, and later 
searched homes at night looking for in
dividuals who refused to serve. 

Last May, when four soldiers captur
ed two ex-patrollers from the village of 
Chichicastenango, some 60 neighbors 
converged on the local garrison to 
demand their return, recalls Sebastian 
Velasquez Mejia, 37. "We made an 
agreement when we decided to get out 
of the patrol that we would do what was 
needed if they captured any one of us," 
he says. 

By dropping out of the "self-defense" 
units, the peasants are striking at the 
heart of the miiltary's control over thou
sands of tiny villages. 

A civilian patrol reports in: some are refusing to serve 
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"The patrols had a devastating effect 
on the guerrillas," says a western dip
lomat. Now "they are the eyes and ears 
of the army in the countryside." 

Peasants say they believe the patrols 
are now meant to control them more 
than guerrillas. In this region of pine
covered forests the shooting war has 
been quiet for years. 

Growing unemployment and infla
tion fuel the resistance movement. l:and 
is so scarce that many highland Indians 
travel for weeks at a time to the south
ern coast to farm available parcels or 
hire out as cotton pickers earning about 
USS1 .30 a day. When they return they 
must pay USS2.50 for each day of pa
trolling they missed. 

Jose Set, from the hamlet of Ouiajel, 
says that he and 25 fellow villagers left 
their civil patrol last October because 
they were "tired" of being required to 
carr-y wood tor the local army post, and 
to provide construction materials for its 
guardhouses. 

"We never thought about leaving 
before, because when the arm·y started 
our patrol in 1981 they said they'd shoot 
us if we did," says Set. 

Today, however, Set carries a pock
et-sized copy of the constitution along 
with his pocket edition of the New Tes
tament. He says he has quoted the 
constitution to army officials, but they in 
turn have begun investigating him as a 
suspect subversive. 

"Patrols are forced servitude, im
posed by the army, required under the 
rain and the sun, and discriminatory -
they only included Indians," says Mendez. 

A year of tension and death threats 
have taken a personal toll on Mendez: 
he looks gaunt, and goes out in public 
now only accompanied by international 
volunteers who act as a human shield. 

"Sometimes I feel like I've got one 
foot on solid ground and the other over 
an abyss," he says. 

Recently, in the yard adjoining his 
simple house, Mendez gave advice to 
some 80 men and a few women on how 
to deal with harassment: "look for the 
color of the vehicle, get the license 
numbers, remember the color of their 
clothes," he said. • 

• Copyright Paelllc News Service /PNS) 
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President de Klerk meets with black leader Bishop Desmond Tutu 

Jockeying for 
Negotiating 
Positions 
Recent moves are part of a process that started years ago 

T 
he recent initiatives by the South 
African government are the lat
est in a long series of moves, 

with both sides seeking to control the 
setting for negotiations. 

Some observers date the onset of 
a rush to negotiate from the election of 
National Party President F.W. de Klerlc, 
but strategies have been unfolding for 
at least two years. The October 15 release 
of eight long-term political prisoners fits 
into this context. As one analyst put it, 
"The chess game remains the same as 
ever. We have just progressed momen
tarily from the slow pace of normal 
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play to a period of moves governed by a 
five-minute clock". 

On one side are the Mass Democratic 
Movement (MDM) - led by the United 
Democratic Front (UDF) and the Con
gress of South African Trade Unions 
(COSATU) - and the banned African 
National Congress (ANC). On the other 
is the de Klerk government, pulling 
along a nervous coalition of middle 
class Afrikaners and recent immigrants 
while being pushed by a small but pow
erful multinational corporate elite. 

Despite the rhetoric, neither side be
lieves the other's pledges to negotiate 
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for a democratic and tree South Africa. 
The regime thinks the ANC intends 

to engage officials in an eithausting set 
of procedures drnwing anen1io11 awny 
from its so-called four pillars of struo
gle: mass mobihzation, armed struggle. 
development of an internal under
ground and the 1n1ernotional isolation of 
South Africa through sanctions ancl dip
lomatic activity. 

Elements within the ANC/MDM al
liance distrust de Klerk. They soe the 
a1>parent shift from former President 
P.W. Botha's hard-line stand as a ploy 
to convince Pretona's conservative in
ternational allies that change is immi
nent. The aim is to stave off increasingly 
effective sanctions, particularly financial 
restrictions, while taking the • global 
high ground" to make opposition forces 
accept 1ts negotiating terms. They want 
to put the democratic alliance in the po
sition of having to reject negotiations. 

Both sides are mobilizing support 
nationally and internationally. The ANC, 
with the approval of the UDF and CO
SATU, has embarked on a program to 
take their case 10 world leaders and gar
ner international diplomatic support. 

This "talks tactic" has been deployed 
since 1985 in an effort to unify as many 
representative South African organiza
tions as possible while winning over or 
neutralizing potential adversaries. Out
side analysts say that this tactic has 
been one of the most successful mount
ed by the movement during the 1980s. 

More recently there has been a con
certed effort to form a united front on 
the preconditions for negotiations. 
Starting from a 1987 ANC document on 
negotiations, antiapartheid leaders have 
expanded the list into a serious set of 
preconditions. 

Feverish diplomatic activity has 
achieved endorsements for the precon
ditions by the nations making up the 
Organization of African Unity and the 
Non-Aligned Movement. 

Meanwhile, the Pretoria govern
ment's steps toward negotiations ac
celerate as the apartheid economy con
tinues to deteriorate and the repressive 
state of emergency and attempts to win 
over conservative black petty capitalists 
prove ineffective. 

Last year the state hatched an auste-
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ANC rally: the "talks tactic" is one of the banned group's successes 

rity program that called for sale of pub
lic corporations, across-the-board cuts 
in certain government departments, and 
the de-escalation of destabilization ef
forts in Southern Africa, the latter keyed 
to a pullout from Angola. 

Key sectors of the National Party, the 
Afrikaner intellectual elite and their lib-

eral private sector allies started soften
ing up their followers for negotiations 
with a campaign that included articles 
and editorials in a leading pro-National 
Party newspaper. 

The July 1989 meeting between Bo
tha and Nelson Mandela signaled the 
launching of the strategy. When de 

Pawns and players: ex-prisoners Walter Sisulu (left) and Oscar Mpetha 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

Klerk took the reins of the National 
Party, he sought alliances for his nego
tiation strategy. He met with Chief Gat
sha Buthelezi's lnkhata, consisting of 
ethnic Zulus, the conservative National 
Forum, and a string of Bantustan 
leaders. 

Without responding to the progres
sive stipulations, de Klerk started to out
line his own preconditions. Democratic 
observers say the steps are designed to 
mimic the ANC/MDM preconditions. 
Internationally, he hopes to create the 
appearance of rapid change so that 
Pretoria's conservative allies will be able 
to stem the sanction tide. 

Timing is crucial for de Klerk. By the 
first quarter of 1900, he must finish ne
gotiating the roll-over of the foreign 
commercial debt of over USS14 billion. 
He is hoping the current moves will re
duce the bankers' willingness to listen to 
antiapartheid lobbyists. 

Many in South Africa expect prisoner 
releases, the legalization of banned or
ganizations, and the dismantling of por
tions of the state of emergency restric
tions by mid-1990. 

This will allow de Klerk to challenge 
the ANC/MDM leadership to negotiate. 
One hope in his ranks is that British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher will 
sponsor an attempt at a settlement 
along the lines of the Lancaster House 
accord for Zimbabwean independence 
which bound the governement to pro
vide guarantees for the private sector 
and so-called minority rights. 

In the face of this strategy, progres
sive forces are bent on maintaining 
unity and using diplomacy to rally sup
port for their preconditions, giving them 
the political capital to be able to reject 
any ploy which would put Pretoria in the dri
ver's seat 

Right now, the most probable out
come is a stalemate. The government 
does not trust the progressive forces 
and is seeking to use them as a foil 
while playing to the international gal
lery. The ANC/MDM alliance believes 
the government is illegitimate because it 
seized power from a majority denied the 
vote, and that it must relinquish control 
before a proper climate for negotiations 
can be established. 

AIA 
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AFRICA / ETHIOPIA 

Barren 
Region 

Thousands are threatened with 
famine and death in the region 

around the town of Soltota. Relief 
efforts are complicated by the 

country's civil war 

By Alfred Taban· 

S tarvation threatens the 80,000 
inhabitants of the ancient town 
of Sakata and a large surround

ing area. Sakata is one of the main 
towns in V\, ollo province of central 
Ethiopia. Since the highly publicized 
drought of 1972-73. in which at least 
200,000 people died m Wallo, Gondar 
and Tigray provinces. there has been 
little improvement in Goodar or Wallo, 
despite heavy rains last year. 

There have been intermittent 
droughts since 1973, the latest from 
1985 to 1987. Many people and most 
animals perished. Since almost all culti
vation in these provinces Is done by 
oxen. the shortage of oxen makes it dif
ficult to plough fields. 

The few families who own oxen 
could not take advantage of last year's 
heavy rains because of a lack of suitable 
ploughs. "Although the place is fertile it 
is rocky and requires steel ploughs." 
says Zerihune Demesse, the chairman 
of the Ethiopian Relief Organization 
(ERO), the relief arm of the Ethiopian 
Peoples· Democratic Movement 
(EPDM). 

The people of the area, over 90 per
cent of whom depend on cultivation for 
their livelihood, have only wooden 
ploughs. There is also an acute shortage 
of seeds. as well as sickles and other 
farm implements. 

Last year's rains were so heavy that 
they washed away most of the fertile 

• PANOS.AHredTaban1sa1outnahMbased ,n Khat1oum. 
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Wheeling in for aid little improvement since the 1972- 73 drought 

topsoil on the high ground, and flooded 
the lowland areas. This made culuva11on 
either impossible or reduced yielcfs. ' 

One million of the 2.5 milhon people 
living in areas controlled by the EPDM 
are no"' experiencing an acute shortage 
of food and need aid. To prevent mass 
starvauon and deaths, at least 150 000 
metric tons of relief food over a six
month period. or four million Ethiopian 
birr (about USS2 million} to purchase 
food. Several people have already died 
ol hunger 

The most senous handicap to any 
major relief operation in the area is lack 
of transport. Sokota is only about 600 
kilometers from the capital Addis Ababa 
and only 100 kilometers from Desa. the 
capital of Wallo province. But those two 
cities are in areas held by the Ehiopian 
government while Sokota is held by the 
EPDM. There Is no contact between 
them. 

Most areas in Wallo province can be 
reached only on foot because of moun
tains which make this one of the most 
hosule terrains in the world. Sokota it
self is accessible only to small vehicles 
which must travel through narrow 
mountain passes barely resembling 
roads. 

For the residents of Sokota, lack of 
communication with the outside pre
sents a serious problem. The towns
people depended almost entirely on 
trade for their livelihood. Merchants 
used to come from as far as Eritrea to 
the north to buy and sell commodities. 
Now business has almost dried up be
cause of the war. Sudan is too far away, 
and to travel there traders have to pass 
through more war zones. 

Almost all basic commodities are 
thus in short supply at Sokota. There 

are only tlm~e salaried people in the 
town· the local priest and two medical 
\o\Orkers. The health workers earn 80 birr 
(USS40l a month and are paid by the lo
cal government council. The priest does 
not say how he gets his money. 

There are only two clinics for the 2.5 
milhon people in the Wallo and Gondar 
areas. There is no doctor or trained med
ical assistant. One of the two clinics is ln 
Sokota, but it has no drugs. Disease Is 
rampant. Several people are reported to 
have died of menmg1tls this year. Ma
lana, diarrhea and typhoid fever are also 
very common, say town residents. 

Although Wallo province is one of 
the most mountainous areas in Ethio
pia, there are few running streams. So
kota and all the other areas in the hands 
of the EPDM are suffering from an 
acute shortage of water. A shortage of 
soap complicates hygiene problems. 

The town's school buildings stand 
empty, students having fled at the start 
of hostilities in the province. Now, the 
only school is a primary school, with 200 
pupils, in the town of Balasa in Gondar 
province. 

Two years ago there was electrici ty 
but the only generator broke down and 
has not been repaired. Hotels are emp
ty, as there are no visitor~. and half the 
houses are empty because the owners 
have either fled to Sudan or to govern
ment-held areas. Very few stores are 
open because they have little to sell. 

The hunger and lack of services in 
Sokota have been compounded by un
certainty. "You have to remember that 
this Is a contested area. Today we are in 
control here but tomorrow nobody 
knows. This hampers the clevelopment 
of social services," said one EPDM 
commander. • 
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Drugs and Politics 
In cracking down on Pal<istan's drug mafias, Prime Minister 

Benazlr Bhutto is taldng a heavy political gamble. Her hold on 
power was already tenuous. Now the opposition claims that 

the drug arrests are politically motivated 

By Ahmed Rashid. 

D rugs, politics and tribalism are a 
lethal cocktail for any Third 
World leader, as Pakistan's Prime 

Minister Benam Bhutto Is discovering. 
Her U.S.-backed crackdown on Paki
stan's drug mafias has become closely 
linked to the political survival of her 
young government. 

Pakistan will export nearly 200 tons 
of heroin to the West this year - 60 per
cent of the West's total supply. It also 
serves as the main gateway for the 400-
500 tons of heroin which originate in 
war- torn Afghanistan. 

Bhutto's crackdown began with the 
indictment in early August of Hajji Iqbal 
Beg, 55, a silver-haired, meek-manner
ed millionaire with vast holdings in La
hore, the country's second largest city, 
and a reputation for giving lavishly to 
charity and politicians' election cam
paigns. 

Iqbal now sits in jail charged with 
being one of the biggest hashish and 
heroin smugglers in the world. 

Meanwhile, the crackdown is widely 
perceived 10 be targeting senior poli ti • 
cIans and generals from the era of for
mer President General Mohammed Z1a
ul Haq who run the opposition Islamic 
Democratic Alliance (IDA). 

Leaders of the ruling Pakistan Peo
ples Party (PPP) from the key province 
of Punjab have charged family mem
bers of IDA leader and Punjab Chief 
Minister Nawaz Sharif w ith being "pio
neers in the drug trade." The gov
ernment's head of narcotics control has 
also announced that the former presi
dent's widow, along with other high Zia 
officials, are now under investigation for 
drug smuggling. 
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The IDA is hitting back, charging 
three PPP federal ministers with accept
ing drug money from Hajji Igbal for 
their election campaigns last year, and 
other top PPP officials with being in
volved in narcotics. 

Political tensions have increased with 
the arrest of retired General Fazle Haq, 
an IDA leader who served under Zia as 
governor of the Frontier province bor
dering Afghanistan. Accused of murder
ing a prominent religious leader in 
Peshawar, Fazle is also expected to be 
charged with drug smuggling. His broth-

Bhutto: drug fight or polit ical fray? 

er, Fazle Hussai has long been identified 
by western antidrug agencies as a her
oin smuggler. 

IDA leaders charge that the crack
down is linked to the PPP's inability to 
unseat Nawaz Sharif in Punjab and to 
prevent the fall in Frontier province of 
PPP Chief Minister Ahab Sherpao. 
Sherpao was on the verge of being 
voted out of office just before the arrest 
of Fazle Haq. 

Fazle Haq's arrest is also the first 

PAKfSTAN 

time that a retired general has ever 
gone to jail in Pakistan. Al though Haq is 
unpopular both in the army and with 
the public, senior military officials are 
asking aloud who will be next. For many 
years charges have circulated in Paki
stan and abroad that otticers belonging 
to the military Inter-Services Intelli
gence have helped fund the Afghan war 
through the drug trade. Chief of Army 
Staff General Mizra Aslam Beg is 
known to want a purge of those offic
ers. 

The recent arrests have also focused 
attention on how much U.S., British and 
other European antidrug agencies knew 
about drug smuggling operations in Pa
kistan under Zia's rule, and why - de
spite at least 17 U.S. Drug Enforce
ment Administration (DEA) agents in 
Pakistan - no drug smuggling charges 
were ever leveled at Pakistani officials 
during that 11-year period. Pakistani 
journalists are asking whether the West 
and the DEA in particular were more 
interested in protecting Zia's regime 
from drug scandals than in fighting 
drugs because of his role in the Afghan 
war - a major East-West strategic bat
tlefield in the 1980s. 

It remains to be seen whether the 
current campaign will bolster or under
mine Bhutto's own stability. Even be
fore the crackdown was launched, she 
was walking a political tightrope. Two of 
Pakistan's four provinces are already 
run by the IDA; her grip on the Sind is 
fragile; she risks tribal warfare if she 
moves militarily against drug smugglers 
hiding out in the volatile Pathan tribal 
belt; and she faces a possible debacle in 
Frontier province. If the PPP govern
ment falls there, the IDA plans to go for 
a quick vote of no confidence against 
Bhutto in the National Assembly. 

Clearly, Bhutto has decided that the 
best form of defense is attack. Although 
the antidrug crusade has gripped Pa 
kistanis, she is taking a heavy gamble on 
whether she can pull it off. Her credibil
ity will also depend on whether she is 
willing to move against alleged drug 
smugglers in her own party. • 

• Copyright Pacllfc News Servlco (PNS), PNS corresPOnd
enl Ahmed Rashid wrlles on South Asia for 1he Far Easl
em Economic Review and lhe London Independent. 
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No Human Rights 
Shangri-la 
Repression of government critics 
offers a stark reality in contrast 
to the mythical Shangri-la 
in this Himalayan monarchy 

By Tan Jo Hann· 

N
epal is a Hindu kingdom on the 
Himalayan plateau, the setting 
for the mythical Shangri-la. It al

so has one of Asia's worst human rights 
records. One of the world's poorest 
countries, Nepal has a government 
whose abusive treatment of its citizens 
is often compared to that of the Philip
pines during its martial law period un
der the late former dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos .. 

Nlcre than 300 political prisoners sit 
in Nepalese jails. Two-thirds of them 
were detained under the 1961 Public 
Security Act, locally referred to as Kato 
Kanoon !Dark Lawl. 

Some 90 percent of the country's 
17.5 million residents are Hindus, a fact 
reflected in the theocratic rule of mon
arch King Birendra. H,s government has 
gone so far as to pass laws that contra
dict human rights provisions in the 
country's 1962 constitution. 

Even the constitution itself is self
contradictory. Article 11 (2). for instance, 
provides for freedom of speech, expres
sion, peaceful assembly, and to form 
unions and associations. But an amend
ment states that "no political party or 
any other organization, union or asso· 
ciation motivated by party politics shall 
be formed or caused to be formed or 
run." 

The Nepalese monarchy has histori
cally sought absolute powers. King Ma
hendra, the present monarch's father, 
tried in the late 1950s to consolidate his 
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rule-over the nation. But unified poliucal 
parties forced the king to hold elections, 
creating a national parliament in 1959. 

A year later the king declared a state 
of emergency and dismissed the govern
ment. arresting congressional leaders 
and banning all polit,ec I parties. Many 
repressive laws were issued during this 
period, among them the 1961 PSA, the 
1961 Treason Act, and the Organiza
tions and Associations (Control) Act of 
1963 

Lomani Jaishi, a member of the Ne
pal National Teacher's Union and a hu
man rights worker, said the PSA was 

N epal: royal poverty and princely repression 
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"arbitrarily used in the 1970s to silence 
opponents of the government, political 
rivals within the government and espe
cially left-wing groups· spearheading 
changes within the country." 

The PSA allows for the indefinite 
detention of anyone perceived to have 
violated Nepal's "peace and tranquility' 
or "amicable relations' between people 
of different classes or regions or be
tween Nepal and other states. Persons 
charged under tM PSA are liable to a 
maximum 9 month detention order re
newable only once. However political 
prisoners have been Jailed under this act 
for years. An alleged leader of the Nepal 
Communist Party-Marxist Leninist 
(NCP-Mll, Radha Krishna Mainall, had 
been in jail for 17 years when he was 
released in 1987. 

The Treason (Crime and Punish
ment) Act of 1961 imposes a minimum 
detention order of two years, a maxi
mum sentence of life imprisonment and 
in some cases, the death penalty, to per
sons guilty of committing offenses 
against the state and the royal family. • 

• Third World t,elwor~ "&awres/Phlllpplno News and 
FeatuMS. Ten Jo Henn ,s a eonlrlbulor lo Phlllpplno News 
and Fearutes, lrom which 1h11 arllcte Is r,:,p1oduceo wII11 
oormlsslon. 
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Children gather to work hU1 political assembly is prohibited 

A zonal commissioner nominated by 
the king acts as the prosecuting attorney 
and Judge. Naturally, most decisions fa
vor the government. Appeals to the Su
preme Court are allowed, but authori
ties often manipulate the high costs in
volved in the procedure to deprive de
fendants of due process. 

A partyless system - called Panchayat 
- was installed after a 1980 referendum, 
reinforcing the restrictive measures of 
the Organizations and Associations 
!Control) Act of 1963. This act has been 
used to suppress groups such as the 
All-Nepal National Free Swdent Union 
!ANNFSUJ. the Nepal National Teach
ers' Organiza11on, the People's Front
Political Front of the NCP-ML, and the 
Democratic Socialist Front. 

Dhunnakari Jaishi of ANNFSU said 
that "the Imelda Marcos of Nepal, Queen 
Aiswarya (a Sanskrit world for God
dess), has controlled organizations 
through the government Social Services 
Coordinating Council." He added that 
"all organizational funding coming into 
the country is received by the Queen's 
pet projects, and portions are deducted 
to finance its dole-out projects to pacify 
the people's yearning for justice." 

Repression in Nepal has been likened 
to that in many Southeast Asian coun
tries like Malaysia and Singapore where 
stringent laws and acts have been used 
to suppress dissent and silence critics. 
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Maria Socorro Diokno, secretary-gen 
eral of the Regional Council for Human 
Rights, says that political prisoners there 
are tortured and subjected to indefinite 
periods of detention. Human rights 
activists note that many political pri
soners are killed while being 
transferred from one detention center 
to another. 

Although protest may appear impos
sible in Nepal, mass action has occasion 
ally been used by the populace to op
pose oppressive government policies. 
Nepal Bund (Nepal Closed) is a strike action 
resulting in the closing of shops, trans
portation and public facmties, and schools. 
On occasion, it has brought the country 
to a near standstill. 

The general lack of response from 
the Nepalese populace concerning hu
man rights is attributed to ignorance or 
fear. With a literacy rate of only 20 per
cent, the general Nepalese population is 
easily victimized. 

International protest has had little 
effect on the Nepalese government. 
Pockets of human rights advocates, like 
the Forum for the Protection of Human 
Rights, within the country have been 
operating without legal sanction. Yet in 
its five-year existence since 1984, the 
nationwide organization has mobilized 
journalists, lawyers, students and aca
demics to promote human rights con
cerns in Nepal. 

NEPAL 

Landlocked 

and 

Blockaded 
What began as a manageable trade 
dispute with India is now having 
serious economic, social and 
environmental consequences. But 
because of their isolation, many 
communities, ironically, are immune 
to its worst side-effects 

By Jean-Marion Aitken~ 

W
hen India announced its trade 
blockade against Nepal at the 
end of March this year, there was 

consternation throughout the land-
locked kingdom. How would this tiny 
country with minimal industry survive 
without imported goods from India -
the country which borders Nepal to the 
south, west and east' 

Nepal's only other border is with 
China to the north. Because it follows 
the great Himalayan range, it is hardly 
an ideal route for importing the rice, 
vegetables, medicines, manufactured 
goods of all kinds - and most impor
tantly fuel - which Nepal normally gets 
from India. 

Aid agencies were at the front of a 
panic to draw up emergency measures, 
decide priorities for the use of existing 
supplies and make best use of existing 
stocks. 

Lack of infrastructure and effective 
communications in Nepal means that 
most aid bodies are very dependent on 
their own vehicles to move staff, mate
rials and even letters around the coun 
try. Nepal also lacks a developed local 
manufacturing capabili ty, so they also 

"PANOS. Jean-Marion Allken Is a lreelance_development 
1ourna1ls1. 
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depend on supplies from or through In
dia for technical support in their worlt. 

Within da',s of the blockade, repair 
work on the Dhgaran-Dhankuta roacl In 
eastern Nepal almost stopped. There 
was not enough fuel to collect workers 
from the town and ierry them up to 
their worltsites along the 52-1<:ilometer 
road. This road, built with British aid 
and completed only hve years ago was 
bactlv damaged by an earthquake 111 Au
gust 1988 and subsequent heavy rains. 

Engineers were anxious to complete 
the 10b before the onset of the monsoon 
111 June. It Is one of the fe\\ roads going 

rosv control work in eastern Nepal, last 
reported in June - that 11s drug supply 
would last only three months. Transport 
Is sull very difficult. Tht> petrol ration 
and black market fuehnq enable only 
sketeton work programs to be kept up. 

On the smaller scale, development 
work has also been hit. A women's erect. 
it program sup11lying loans to help vil
lage women starl their own businesses 
(part of the lntensl\e Banking Program 
run by Nepal's banks) has been badly 
affected. 

Pro1ects popular with women in Sank
huwa Sabha, 1n eastern Nepal, inclu-

Ironically, the poor are least affected by the blockade 

up into the middle hilts and provides an 
alternative to the traditional portering 
routes along which goods for the hills 
must be carried by people. 

Similarly, construction work on 1he 
Eastern Regional Water Supply Pro
gram, also British-funded, came to a 
halt as the fuel to move workers and 
materials 10 the sites ran out. 

The blockade is having an effect on 
medical seNices and aid programs which 
rely on supplies and links from outside. 
The Britain-Nepal Medical Trust, which 
carries ou1 tuberculosis and lep-
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ded buying gram. carrying it to the mill 
to be ground and then selling the flour: 
they also traded in Indian glass bangles 
at small markets. Both activities are now 
impossible: the first because there is no 
kerosene 10 power the mill, lhe second 
because there are no imported bangles. 
Nepalese women who had just begun to 
see a way out of their poverty and de
pendence on men must now wait out 
the crisis. 

Nevertheless, Nepal has not yet 
ground to a halt. Fuel rationing Is oper
ating in many areas and aid agencies 

\ I· l'r\l 

receive their quota. A flollr1sh1ng black 
market has quic:kly establrshed 1lsell 
along the border, which is hard to po
lice. 

Fuel is the co•nmodity mosl in de
mand, especially in tho c111es. whero 
people, npart from the requirements or 
bus and 1axI services, neecl kerosene 
(parc1ffml for cooking, Those who 
can afford It have bought electric rir1~s 
,inti pressure cookers to save cookmu 
111ne, hut most Nopalt lawn dwellers 
cook on kerosene stoves and tho staple 
chet of ric\; and lentils must he cook(!d 
slowly. 

Oueuerncr for the lamlly's kerosene 
rauon takes many hours and 11 ,s olten 
vor v meaqer. Many of the µooror people 
have reLurnerl to cookinri on wood, 
which will have the expected effect upon 
Nepal's al1eady denude<! h1lls1clcs. 

Oddly, 1he emh,1190 Is having least 
effect upon the poor peasan1s 111 the 
hills. Life is almost unchangecl for the 95 
percen1 of Nepal's populatron that lives 
there. Too µoar to buy or use things 
from ou1s1de, they are not experiencing 
any new deprivation, Isolation has im -
posed on the local people a simple 
lifestyle and a high degree of sell-suffi
ciency. 

The ahsence of imported goods 
means little in areas where people must 
walk for clays to reach 1he nearest road. 
The only imported goods they are de
pencten1 on are salt.of which the govern
ment claims still to have reserves, and 
kerosene. 

Kerosene is used to fuel their little 
wrck lamps. the only source of lighting 
in their homes. As kerosene disappear
ed from the weekly markets tn April, 
candles rapidly followed suit, leaving 
people wilh no alternative but firelight 
and an early bed. 

Ironically, 1he very isolation which is 
at 1he root of 1heir poverty and which 
has proved a barrier 10 many develop
ment attempts in the past, is now prov
ing an effective insulator against these 
new troubles. 

In many ways this rsolatron ol the 
majority of Nepal's population makes it 
far better placed than mos1 countries, 
which are too heavily dependent on im
ported goods to supply essentials. to 
withstand this kind of blockade. • 
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Happy Talk, Tough Reality 
For all of its successes, the 40-year-old Chinese revolution faces 

monumental problems which were evident even before the Tiananmen 
massacre last June. But China has now reverted to the old practice of 

trumpeting successes while hiding what's going wrong 

By Yu Bin· 

I n the artermath or the celebra· 
tion of the 40th anniversary or its 
revoltHion, the Chinese ciovern-

n'fent Is wagmg a mecha campaIqn to 
show how much the country has a
ch,cvecf. As clunng the Cultural Revolu
tion, the media toclay covers 011ly the 
bnght side or the story - claiming that 
almost every aspect or social life has 
improved since 1949. 

Nobody can deny the success or the 
People's Republic. II Is almost a miracle 
to leecf and house one-fifth of the world's 
population with very lrm11ed resources. 
But a brief review of 11,e Chinese me
dia's more ob1ect1ve reporting earlier 
this year reveals that even before the 
Trananmen demons1ra11ons, China was 
a country overwhelmed with problems. 

According to those reports. China's 
widely hailed economic reforms had 
long since boggecl oown, unable to mo
tivate people to work harder for a better 
life. A poll by the government m early 
1989 found that worker morale in state
owned enterprises, for instance, had 
dropped to its lowest since 1949. 

The numerous experimental re forms 
Beijing undertook failed to create an en
vironment in which these enterprises 
could !unction effectively. While the 
state bears the burden of losses for those 
lirms that fail. it derives lew benefits 
from those that make it. The result ls 
low efficlenr.y and produc1iv11y in state
owned enterprises: profit earnings fell 
12.1 percent in the first half of 1989 a
lone over the previous period. 

Even the m111ally more promising 
agricultural reforms have run into se
rious trouble. Although the return to in
dividual farming created tremenclous 
,ncenuves lor peasants, this was not the 
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case for state-owned or directed farms. 
Meanwhile, prices for industrial prod
ucts for agriculture have soared - lert1-
li1er costs, for example, jumped 20 10 30 
percent in 1988 over 1987, and 40 to 50 
percent thrs year over last. The rising 
cost of farming is driving many farmers 
out of business. 

Economic decentralization has cut 
back significantly on the regulative abil
ity of the central government. Smee last 
year, Beijing has !ought a losing battle 
in directing investments. The economy 
is overheated but its performance Is poor. 
Offic1al inflation figures were 18.5 
percent in 1988 and 25.5 percent for the 
first half of 1989. But the actual rate of 
inflation is much higher, wrth price rises 
for some food items topping 100 per
cent or more. Early this year China's in
flation was singled out by eleven lead
ing Chinese newspapers as one of the 
"Top 10 National News Stories m 1988." 

Soon the economy will end its rela
tively "free-ride" lorelgn-loan phase. By 
1990-91, China will owe the maximum 
pay-back amount on its debts. By then 
the annual payment will reach billions of 
dollars. Even if the Chinese economy 
shou ld rebound, this will be an enor
mous bu rden for the country. 

More alarming is the worsening prob
lem of overpopulation. Since 1980 the 
country has seen an average nine mil 
lion annual population increase over 
and above the state "planning" target. 
On April 14, China officially admitted its 
population had hit 1.1 billion. Overpop 
ulation is especially acute in rural areas 
where unemployed and underemployed 
laborers amount to 180 million. Given 
the present rate of increase. the figure 
will be close to 300 million by the end of 
this century. 

The job situation in the cities is 
equally grim. A her a two percent annual 
unemployment rate between 1984 and 
1989, unemployment is expected 10 reach 
a record high of 3.5 percent of the total 
workforce by the end of this year. 

Aside from economic difficulties. the 
government's refusal to reform the po
litical system has resulted in widespread 
corruption at every level of the hierar
chy. Public anger over corruption and 
demands for greater political participa 
tion exploded in last spring's Tianan
men demonstrations. 

No one knows better than the Chinese 
government that for all of its evident 
successes. the country is riddled with 
problems. It is especially sad to see the 
Chinese media, which had recently be
gun to develop more objective report
ing, being forced back 10 the old track -
singing praises of the achievements 
while covering up the challenges. • 

• Copyrighl Pacific News Service (PNS). PNS cocnmenla· 
101 Yu Bin, fonnerty a reseatel!er in a ma,or Chinese lhlnk 
tan~, ts a Ph.0. candidate In potn,cal science at S1ontorc1 
Unlversllv In lhe Vnlled S1a1es and a MacArlhur fellow al 
the Conlor lor ln1orM!ional Socuruy and Arms Conirol 
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Reverse Robin Hood Syndrome 
" Just compensation" means that landowners can name their price. saddling peasant "beneficiaries" 

with high mortgage installments in President Aquino's land reform program 

By Joseph Collins · 

R 
ecently in Tokyo, Japan, 19 gov
ernments and seven internauon
al lending institutions gathered 

to make five-year aid pledges to the 
government of the Philippines. Of the 
USS16.5-billion dollar appeal made bv 
Manila, almost half came under the ru
bric of financing its land reform pro
gram which President Cory Aquino as
sures us will ' lift the yoke of poverty" 
from the country's millions of landless 
peasants. 

Also in Tokyo was the Philippine Na
tional Peasant Movement fKMPI which 
represents over 750,000 poor farming 
families and whose stance on land re
form is shared by every other peasant 
organization in the Philippines. Ironi
cally, the KMP travelled to Tokyo to 
lobby prospective aid donors to refuse 
to bankroll the Aquino government's 
land reform program. The peasants an
grily warned that the foreign aid pledges 
will only finance a "parody of land re
form." 

Most fundamentally, millions of Fili
pino peasants view the government's 
land reform program as a parody be
cause it is based on a law fashioned by a 
Congress dominated by landlords and 
implemented by a president who is one 
ot the wealthiest sugar planters in the 
country. The law is so riddled with 
limitations, exemptions, and loopholes 
for landowners that it Is utterly tooth 
less. A handful of seemingly land-to
the-tiller provisions are canceled out 
by a myriad of pro-landlord provi
sion.s. 

Only a fraction of the redistributions 
desperately needed by land-hungry 
peasant families will be achieved under 
the Aquino government's program. In 
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fact, with so many escape clauses for 
landowners, 1,1rtuall\' the only lands that 
will be transferred to peasants \\ ill be 
those belonging to O\\ ners who volun
teer them for redistribution. These lands 
are likely to be of poor qualitv or In 
areas controlled b\' the peasant-backed 
communist guerrillas. 

The lav. mandates "Iust compensa
tion" for landO\\·ners VI hose land is re
distributed. Particularly ludicrous, how
ever, is the Aquino government's inter
pretation of this proviso. The land
owners asking price is the main deter
minant of what the government will pay 
for their property. This is a worldwide 
"first" in the history of land reform -
and probably in other types of eminent 
domain appropriations. as well. 

This excessive compensation stands 
in sharp contrast with successful land 
reforms in Taiwan, Japan and South 
Korea. In Taiwan, for instance. compen
sation was set at a flat rate that is less 
than one-seventh (even taking inflation 
into consideration) of what landowners 
in the Philippines are now raking in, 
thanks to the Aquino government. Even 
the late former President Ferdinand 
Marcos used the Taiwanese compensa
tion formula in his barely implemented 
reform. Now the Aquino government 
has recently declared its intention to 
give retroactive additional compensa
uon to landowners who feel shortchang
ed by the Marcos/Taiwan formula. 

The government's generosity does 
not extend to the few poor peasants 
who will obtain land. The compensation 

Aquino: a large landowner 

parody means that peasant ''benefici
;mes" will be saddled with years of high 
mortgage installments to pay back the 
government and will therefore find it 
difficult to make investrnents to improve 
the producuv,ty of the i r farrns This 
Robin Hood-in-reverse syndrome also 
means that billions of pesos will be 
wasted that could go for farmer serv
ices. schools, health care, and housing 
so urgently needed by the majority of 
Filipinos. 

This name-your-price approach to 
compensation also lends itself to grah 
and corruption as abundantly demon
strated by the multi-million dollar land 
reform compensation scandals recently 
exposed in Manila. The government, 
anxious about the Tokyo pledging ses
sion, undoubtedly took consolation in 
the absence of foreign media atten
tion to these scandals, which involv
ed high officials in the Aquino govern
ment. 

Land reform in the Philippines is ur
gent. Seven of 10 Filipinos whose lives 
depend on farming do not own the land 
they till; they and their families literally 
cannot survive as sharecroppers and 
poorly paid farmworkers. Land reform 
is crucial in a country whose hunger 
problem is now second in Asia only to 
that of Cambodia. 

U.S. Secretary of State James Baker 
asserted in Tokyo that the aid pledges 
would "help buttress Mrs. Aquino's frag
ile democracy." The peasants of the 
Philippines warn us that the aid pledges 
shore up a parody of democracy. De
spite formal trappings, Phil ippine de
mocracy remains the rule by the few for 
the few. And that is very fragile in
deed. • 

• Coi,yrlght lnsli1uf11 tor Food Md Oovolopmont Polley 
/Food Ftrs11. Joseph Colltns is a senior nnalyst al rho In• 
s111u1e and aulhor ot a nnw book, Tr,a Pit/I/pp/fl()< F,ro on 
1/JBR,m. 
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Dead Dictator 
Once a reform -minded outsider, 
Marcos became a corrupt tyrant 

By Walden Bello' 

B y 1he time of his recent death, 
Ferdinand Marcos had become a 
marginal man on the Philippine 

political scene. 
He was not always so. Indeed Marcos 

once stood on center stage. He coulrl 
have decisively changed the direction of 
Philippines politics, and possibly even 
moved to resolve the country's daunung 
challenges of povenyandgross inequal
ity. 

Marcos made himself into the con
summate practitioner of Phtlippine 
electoral politics, finally becoming pres
ident in 1965. Though an outsider from 
the provinces, he managed to break into 
the tight circle of patrician power 
brokers who traditionally ruled the 
country. 

Once in power he forged a formida
ble network of alhances with powerful 
national and regional families. But more 
important politically, he also created 
three other power bases: his cronies, 
intensely loyal middle-class aides whom 
he placed in key government bureaucra
cies, technocrats, U.S.-educated eco
nomic managers: and, most important. 
the military. 

Marcos transformed the military into 
an instrument of his personal power. By 
the beginning of the 1970s, with the of
ficer corps owing personal fealty to him, 
Marcos came into possession of an in
strument of personal control which 
dwarfed the combined private armies of 
both his allies and enemies. 

A key Marcos tactic in his drive for 
absolute power was the way he shrewd
ly exploited the fundamental weakness 
of Phlllppine democracy. ll functioned 
mainly as a medium which allowed the 
various elite factions to compete for 
power. And it served to preserve one of 
the most skewed economic structures in 
East Asia, where 20 percent of the po-
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pulation controlled 80 percent of the 
land. 

Marcos adopted a grassroots popu
list rhetoric, and began to denounce the 
"democratic deadlock." That justified 
his drive for full dictatorial powers 
which he assumed with his declaration 
of martial law in September 1972. To 
many at the time it seemed he was 
going to use his new powers to crack 
elite power and bring some justice to 
the people. 

With far more power than any of his 
presidential predecessors, Marcos could 
have established a mass base among 
the lower classes and set up a system of 
authoritarian populism as dfd Juan Pe
r6n in Argentina. Indeed, many re
formers, attracted by Marcos' rhetoric, 
jumped on his bandwagon, while others 
gave him the benefit of the doubt 

The hopeful years were 1973-74, 
when Marcos unrolled his "New So
ciety" agrarian reform program, under 
which 4.5 million acres of rice and corn 
land was to be transferred to one mil
lion peasants. 

However, Marcos pulled back and 
halted the program when opposition 
came from medium and small landlords 
who formed one of the regime's main 
pillars of support. He lost working class 
support when, at the advice of the 
World Bank, he adopted a program of 
export-oriented industrialization design
ed to entice foreign investors with the 
promise of cheap, non-union labor. 

As a result the peasantry and the 
working class became fertile ground for 
the growth of the left, particularly the 
guerrilla New People's Army and the 
National Democratic Front. 

Having abandoned the populist path, 
Marcos opted to keep the middle and 
upper classes happy with a superficial 
prosperity brought on by a massive in
flow of foreign money. The U.S. pro
vided Marcos with US$10 billion in aid 
between 1972 and 1985. Foreign credi
tors pumped in some US$26 billion in 

PHILIPPINES 

the same period, encour
aged by the A-1 credit rat
ings which the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) con
sistently gave the regime in 
international capital markets. 

However, after 1979, in the wake of a 
worldwide economic downturn, the 
growth rate plunged. The middle class 
suffered a-nd its resentment grew 
against Marcos' cronies who had cor
nered key sectors of the economy. The 
turning point was the assassination of 
Benigno Aquino Jr. on August 21, 1983, 
which transformed deepening discon
tent into active opposition. 

As his broader social support van
ished, Marcos' days were numbered. His 
fate was sealed when the U.S., fearful of 
the increasing influence of the left, dis
tanced itself from him and threw its 
support to the opposition led in good 
part by the old elites. The end came in 
the form of a civilian -military uprising 
on February 25, 1986 which swept Cora 
zon Aquino into power. 

In exile in Honolulu, Marcos and his 
wife, Imelda, schemed endlessly to re
turn to power but each month that went 
by made a return less likely. Corazon 
Aquino brought back the old elitist 
electoral system. To secure her power, 
she, with the help of her brother Jose 
"Peping" Cojuangco, has moved to co
opt Marcos allies among the provincial 
elites and the military. Quietly many of 
the former were incorporated into the 
new ruling coalition, and plans were 
shelved to prosecute officers for 
human rights abuses during the Marcos 
era. 

The essence of Aquino's new ruling 
formula is, as in the old days, elite com
petition through elections with the 
military exercizing a veto power in vital 
areas of national policy. The formula 
has room for everyone except Marcos' 
closest cronies. 

By 1988 Ferdinand Marcos complet
ed his journey to irrelevance. But he did 
continue to serve an important purpose 
to the end - a bogeyman for Aquino 
who could wave the threat of his return 
10 defuse popular discontent in the ab
sence of reform. • 

• Copyright Pacihc News Seivlce (PNS). 
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Common Fund Shortchanged 
It was touted as the Third World's 

main instrument to stabilize 
commodity prices, but the Common 

Fund for Commodities may have 
started a decade late and 

a billion dollars short 

By Salish Jha • 

I 
t took 15 years to find a seat for the 
Common Fund for Commodities. In 
July the first governing bodv meet· 

mg of the fund at Geneva, S1Aitzerland, 
decided to locate its offices in Amster
dam, Netherlands, ant:1 appointed Bud, 
Hartantyo of Indonesia its first chief 
executive. 

Considering that the Common Fund 
is the only concrete symbol of the idea 
of a New International Economic Order. 
,ts birth was a rather quiet affair. More
over, the process of giving it the final 
touches left a few questions about its 
functioning and future. 

Amsterdam was chosen for 1ts office 
in preference to Brussels. Belgium. even 
though the latter came up with a better 
proposal, offering office space virtually 
free of cost forever compared to the 
Netherland's concession of free office 
for six years only. 

Secondly, a compromise was made 
in naming a chief executive - favoring 
Indonesia, a member of the Organiza
tion of the Petroleum Exporting Coun
tries (OPEC) and a country that has 
since the beginning been a strong pro
ponent of the idea. But in doing so, the 
group passed over a somewhat more 
suited candidate from India who led the 
common fund cell in the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development 
IUNCTAD) earlier this decade and was 
thought to be the top candidate for the 
job. 

Worse is the virtually forced ap
pointment of the candidate from Den
mark as one of the three senior staff 
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loading Brazilian coffee: can the fund help Ii~ commodity prices? 

members after he was deieated in the 
hrst round. He has little of the financial 
or commercial expertise that he may 
need to help run the fund. 

This leaves the body with little conti
nuity or f,rst-rate professionalism. The 
governing body also failed to appoint 
two of its 28 executive directors because 
delegates were unfamiliar with the rules. 
The result is that First World coun
tries have more votes in the executive 
committee than those of the Third 
World, although this body is ostensibly 
designed to help the latter. 

To top it all, the member countries 
fought over the deadline for capital 
contributions rather than concern them
selves with more pressing long-range 
plans. Reliable sources expect up to 15 
member countries to default in their 
pledged subscriptions. 

In any case. for now the first account 
dealing with the buffer-stocking opera
tions is unlikely to be an active account. 
In the beginning, greater emphasis is 
going to be placed on a second account 
that will investigate how poor countries 

can improve their commodities and 
processing. 

The fund itself is much smaller than 
originally µro1ectecl. Rather than the 
USS1 billion in capital proposed a dec
ade ago. it is starting with half that 
amount. It has taken so long to star1 that 
the inittal enthusiasm has waned. Even 
UNCTAD seems less than thrilled. 

The recent collapse of coffee prices, 
the experiences of tin and OPEC, and 
the state of commodity markets in gen
eral leave little room for optimism. Still, 
the Common Fund of Commodi
ties is a reality. 

As things stand now the fund is 
going to function with USS315 million in 
capital and about USS230 million of 
voluntary contributions to the seconcl 
account. It will function with Bucli Hart
antyo as the managing director and 
Henrik Skouenborg, a Danish foreign 
service officer, as chief of operations. 

Third World Network f'aafurM. Salish Jll.1, an lndl~n 
economlca v1111or, conlri~ufod 1h15 arttcto to lhO "Economt0 

and Political Weedy," based ln Bombay, whict, grantO<I 
roprlnf permission. 
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Two more senior officers are 10 be ap
pointed hy Hartantyo. 

Only two internationnl commodity 
agreemonIs based on the huffer-sIock 
inn principle - rubber ancl cocoa are to 
10111 the fund to begin with. 

There are doubts as 10 how much 
can be achieved by a small secre1arial 
with a small kitty. But some of the sen
ior negotiators associated with the 
fund's formation argt1e that while it has 
less caplt,1I, it will also be handling 
fewer corninoclities than originally 
expectccl. 

Moreover, rIgl1t now the second ac
count involvtn~J research and develop
ment, quality and procluctiv1ty improve-

In the backround was the inability of 
commodity producers to stabilize prices 
or establish floor prices. In the three dec
ades following the birth or the U.N. 
system only a few international com
modity agreements ( ICAs) with eco
nomic provisions we re concluded. 
Some pertained to products like wheat, 
sugar, tin, and cotfee. UNCTAD did little 
better, managing just one agreement by 
1975 - for cocoa. 

The UNCT AD secretariat, which was 
supposed to be funcuoning as the sec
retariat of Third World countries as well, 
came to the conclusion that buffer-stock
/nu financing was the major stum
hltng block in concluding ICAs. F1nanc-

Group of 77 leaders; lack of unity hurt the Third World 

ment and market development will be 
the more active one. Still, doubts persist 
owing to the novelty of the experiment 
and about those chosen to lead 11. 

However, the very existence of the 
fund can be seen as a step forward. 

Proposed in 1974 - First proposed in 
1974 under United Nations General As
sembly resolution 3202 (S -VI) calling for 
an integrated program for commodities, 
and discussed in UNCTAD papers over 
the next year, the idea was adopted at 
the UNCTAD meeting in Nairobi, Ke
nya, in 1976. 
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ing for buffer-stocking could be an ef
fective way of intervening in the inter
national commodity market while serv
ing the goals of U.N. resolution 3202. 

The common fund was thought of as 
a way of financing the purchase and 
stocking of commodities of individual 
commodity organizations whenever 
prices fell below a certain level. Those 
stocks would be sold when prices turned 
favorable or could be used to intervene 
in the market. 

As.things improved and stocks were 
sold, the loans would be paid back to 
the fund. Spreading its role over more 

COiH-10DfTIES 

"Stopper"· Henry Kissinger 

than one commodity could spread the 
risk, possibly help guarantee profits and 
stabilize or improve prices. A joint fund 
was considered more workable than one 
for a single commodity. 

The original proposal was for the 
fund to finance 10 core commodities 
mainly exported by Third World coun
tries. These included sugar, cocoa, cof
fee, tea, rubber, cotton, jute hard fibers, 
copper and tin. Two-thirds of the ex
ports of such products originated in the 
South. Eventually other commodities 
were to have come under the wings of 
the fund. 

Original calculations for buffer-stock
ing the 10 commodities were estimated 
at USS5 billion. With the inclusion of 
some "non-core" commodities, USS6 
billion was considered sutticient to launch 
the fund effectively. However, initially 
the fund was to start functioning with 
only USS1 billion as paid-up capital and 
USS2 billion lo be generated from 
loans. The other half of the estimated 
USS6 billion was to be generated later 
in the same fashion. 

The required equity was to be gener
ated by country subscriptions on the ba
sis of an agreed set of criteria includ
ing the benefit accruing to the country, 
gross national product, per capita in
come and its share in the world com
modity trade. loans were to come from 
governments, international financial 
institutions and the capital market. 
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Cotton: a second fund to help improve commodity production 

For this it was necessary LO ma~e the 
fund a financially viable insutution \\1th 
surplus funds. OPEC was expected to 
come up with substantial concessional 
loans, etc. 

Drawn-out negotiations - Once the 
idea was on paper, a long, drawn-out 
negotiation process followed. Negotia
tions were conducted according to the 
group system prevailing in UNCTAD: 
the Group of 77 (G77), Group B (capital
ist countries of the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Develop
ment) Group D (the Eastern bloc), and 

China. 
The main negotiations, however. 

took place between the Group of 77 -
with Group D and China declaring their 
agreement with the idea - and Group B, 
led by the French ambassador to the 
U.N. in Geneva. 

There were also internal conflicts. 
The Group of 77 was not a homoge
neous group: Africa stood on one side, 
wrth the countries of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
Latin American commodity exporters 
on the other. Some defended the auto
nomy of existing ICAs. Moreover, some 
of the G77 countries were also com
modity importers. 

Within Group B as well there major 
differences - among the U.S., the hard
core opponent to the idea, the U.K., di-
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v1ded between its ideology, short-term 
interests as a major commodity import
er and the burden of meeting the pres
sure of the Commonwealth coun1ries. 
and the Nordic countries which were 
generally sympathetic to the G77. 

The ma1or ditterence, however, could 
be seen in the compos111on of the nego
tiating groups from G77 and Group B. 
with the latter coming from technical 
ministries while the majority of the de
veloping countries were represented by 
lay diplomats. 

Group B also had the advantage of a 
competent secretariat in the OECD 
while GT/ relied on the help of UNCTAD, 
which had to appear neutral. 

At the pre-negotiation stage the U.S. 
sent Henry Kissinger to kill the idea of a 
common fund and instead propose an 
alternative International Resources Bank 
(IRB) with an initial capital or USS1 bil
lion, to guarantee against political risks 
that may be associated with commodity 
production investments. West Germany 
proposed stabilizing earnings rather 
than prices and the French suggested 
the idea of ex-post pooling . 

These differences continued. The 
U.S., for example, is a signatory to the 
agreement but not a party to the fund. 

The major differences were on the 
concept itself, with the G77 pressing for 
prior financing and Group B favoring 
the concept of pooling. Within the G77, 
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there \!\ere disagreements on the meth
od or assessing the contributton, 
commodity coverage and how the ICAs 
and the fund were to relate, 

Also, most Tlwd World countries 
could not awec to subscribo to the 
fund's capital significantly as their 
commodities were not covered by ICAs 
and it was seen as a transfer from one 
de, eloping country to another. 

A compromise was reached which 
allowed tor some pooling. The funcl's 
capital was to be increased by direct 
subscription 01 guarantee capital from 
the membe1 countries of ICAs. 

The second account was an effort to 
increase the proposal's appeal to coun
tries which did not have exportable 
commodities in existing ICAs. 

Only at the 1980 UNCT AD meeting 
was an informal agreement reached and 
voluntary pledges invited for the second 
account. It took nearly a year to draft the 
Articles of Agreement and in June 1980 
the agreement was finally adopted by 
consensus, establishing the Common 
Fund for Commodities. 

However, it has taken nearly twice as 
long to make the agreement ~ffective. 
Some 90 countries, accounting for 
two-thirds of the capital, have ratified 
the agreement. Some involved in the 
negotiations have noted that after the 
collapse of oil prices many countries lost 
their enthusiasm for the fund. 

Abdelaziz Megzari, UNCTAD's senior 
advisor to the common fund, argues 
that ratification was complicated be
cause most Third World countries sent 
diplomats to the negotiations, and they 
had trouble dealing with the technical 
elements of the pact. 

Others see links between the change 
of leadership at UNCTAD, its decline 
and the fund's marginalization. A senior 
negotiator argues that UNCTAO vir
tually lost interest in the common fund. 
In his 1987 address to the Group of 77 in 
Havana, the UNCTAD secretary general 
failed to even mention the fund, while 
French President Franr;ois Mitterand 
became an enthusiastic supporter. 

Even those who made the agreement 
possible express little optimism. It 
would seem as though the fund was 
born a decade late and a billion dollars 
shon. • 
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Sharing a Lifeboat 
Brazil and Argentina, following the examples of Europe, North America and Southeast Asia, are seeking further 

economic integration in an initiative which could help unite the other countries in the region 

By Marce/0 Montenegro 

A 
recent four-day visit 
to Brazil by Argenti
na's President Carlos 

Menem turned out to be a 
boon for the process of bi
lateral economic coopera
tion and integration between 
the two countries which be
gan in 1985. 

the way for turn-key indus
try projects which Argentin
ian firms are eager to estab
lish in Brazil. Argentina is to 
provide USS360 million in 
financing for these projects, 
which range from remodel
ing a railway branchline 
between two state capitals in 
northeastern Brazil (Sao 
Luis, Maranhao, and Teresi
na, Piauil, supplying tur
bines for a hydroelectric fa
cility in Miranda, Minas Ge
rais, extending a high -ten 
sion network in Mato Grosso 
and constructing hospitals 
and health care centers in 
Minas Gerais. 

In an August meeting in 
the border townofUruguay
ana, Menem and Brazilian 
President Jose Sarney inau
gurated frontier committees 
which will facilitate trade 
between the two countries. 
Under the supervision of 
consular authorities. Ihese 
government agencies will 
expedite customs proce
dures, thus easing the flow 
of goods and travelers. 
Protocol 23, signed in Novem
ber 1988, provided for these 

Salute to integration: Presidents Menem, Sarney and Sanguinetti 

Brazil will help with Ar
gentina's energy supply sit
uation by opening the flood 
gates of its dams on the 
Uruguay River to raise the 
generating potential of wa
ters further downstream at 
the Saito Grande plant in 
Argentina. Brazil is also 

frontier committees which, for the pre
sent, will hnk Paso de los Libres and Puerto 
lguazu in Argentina, respectively, with 
Uruguayana and Foz do lgua«tu in 

Brazil. 
Another document signed in Uru

guayana by Presidents Menem and 
Sarney set up a commission to establish 
conditions for financing and ettecting 
sales of Argentinian natural gas to Bra
zil. This group of experts from Argenti
na's Energy Secretariat and the Brazil
ian state oil company, Petrobras, is ex
pected to promptly submit plans for a 
900-kilometer gas pipeline joining San 
Ger6nimo Norte, in Argentina's Santa 
Fe state, with the southern Brazilian 
town of Porto Alegre. In 1986, the cost 
of the gas duct was estimated at 800 
millio1, dollars. The two presidents also 
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ratified an agreement to build a one-ki
lometer bridge between San Tome in 
Argentina and Sao Borja in Brazil. 

Uruguay's President Julio Sangui
nelti was also in Uruguayana, contin
uing what has become a common 
practice since 1985, when Uruguay be
gan to pursue closer political and dip
lomatic contacts with its neighbors and 
to accompany their bilateral plans for 
economic cooperation and integration. 
He met with his two colleagues from the 
Southern Cone and voiced support for 
one of the projects, dealing with road 
transport. 

In Brasilia, the second stop on his 
tour, the Argentinian president signed 
other agreements to broaden the Recip· 
rocal Credit Agreement - raising its ceil
ing to USS 500 million - and to pave 

bringing forward construction plans for 
a transformer substation at Uruguayana 
which will enable it to supply Argentina 
with 50,000 kilowatts of electric power 
as of January 1990. 

The free-trade list was extended to 
include considerably more capital gGods 
items, and the agreements signed for 
scientific and technological cooperation 
provide for a bilateral scientific team to 
work on space projects. 

I\ possible course - Despite the major 
problems facing both nations as a result 
of protracted military dictatorships and 
foreign indebtedness - or perhaps be
cause of them - economic cooperation 
and integration have remained a key 
objective, maybe the only capable of 
strengthening Latin America's economy 
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after a decade in which almost all indi
cators ot its societ ies' well -being and 
development have experienced stagna
tion and decline. 

Arou nd the world, regions are rush
ing to integrate and new trade blocks 
are rapidly consolida.ting. After four 
decadesofeffort, the European Economic 
Community plans to bring down cus
toms barriers once and for all in 1992, 
creating a single, 12-country market in 
which goods, persons, capital, services 
and professionals may circulate freely. 
Through economic technological and 
scientific cooperation and by forming 
joint ventures to take on ma1or projects, 
Europe has managed to increase vastly 
its capacity to compete with the United 
States and Japan. For its part, the U.S. 
is setting up a free-trade area wi th Ca
nada and Mexico to form a giant North 
American block. The experience ofa dec
ade in Southern Africa has brought to
gether the Frontline States bordering 
the Republic of South Africa to form the 
Southern Africa Development Coordi
natmg Conference (SADCC). with prom
ising results in the search for al terna-

The streets of Argentina: ~onomic downfal 

tives to economic dependence on their 
powerful racist neighbor. Several Asian 
nations, with Japan at their head, are 
debating frameworks for joining forces. 
Various socialist nations, led by the So
viet Union. are engaged in a far-reach
ing process of transformation to democ
ratize their political life and modernize 
their economies: this too calls for pro
gressive regional complementation. 

There is a move to cooperate and to 
integrate regional economies into 
blocks, as countries seek to optimize re
source utilization, galvanize trade and 
upgrade industrial facilities. In t he final 
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decade of the 20th century, 
this trend could signal an 
end to the model of cold 
war-inspired military alli
ances. 

In this context, Latin 
America is lagging. Through
out their history Argentina 
and Brazil have been distanc
ed by the course of events 
and a mutual mistrust. Rela-
lions began to warm only 
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recently in 1979 when an Brazil: crosswalk to cooperation 
agreement was signed to re
concile operat ion of the Corpus and 
Itaipu dams and so regulate use ol the 
Parana River for hydroelectric purposes. 
Thus ended a long-standing contro
versy which had caused heated debate. 
Smee then, bilateral relattons between 
Argentina and Brazil have aimed at 
complementarity, collaboration and po
litical, economic and cultural integra
tion. 

Given the overall standing that both 
countnes have m the region, their 
ground-breaking attempt at fuller inte
gration could lead the way for the re

maining countries of Latin 
America which. to varying 
degrees. are all tied to \'\•hat 
happens to their more pop
ulous and wealthier neigh
bors. 

This trend was apparently 
confirmed at the swear
ing-in of Bolivian President 
Jaime Paz Zamora in La 
Paz, where plans were 
announced for the construc-
tion of a Parana-Paraguay 
waterway, a project involv

ing Brazil, Argemina, Bolivia, Paraguay 
and Uruguay. 

The numbers - Brazil and Argentina 
carry a tot of weight in the group: toge
ther they account for 45 percent of the 
region's population, 53 percent of its 
gross product and 35 percent of ,ts total 
exports. They produce 63 percent of its 
mi3nufactured· exports and represent 
between 60 and 70 percent ·of the mar
ket tor computers and auton;iobtles, and 
of total spending in science and tech
nology. Brazil, in turn, has a very large 
share in these percentages. Brazil 1s 

nearly half of Latin America. 
By virtue of the bulk of resources in

volved and the relative modernity of the 
1wo coun1ries' economies - Brazil in 

communications, Argentina in educa
tion, and both in industrial sectors -
planned integration may serve as a piv
otal point of reference and focus of in
fluence for the remaining countries in 
the region. as has occurred wi th other 
regional integration processes. 

The foundations for Europe's eco
nomic integration, which will culminate 
in the establishment of a single market 
in 1992, were laid in the 1940s with the 
creation of the European Coal and Steel 
Community, a supranational authority 
to regulate iron and steel production by 
the six signatory countries, most signifi
cantly in France, Germany and northern 
Italy. 

Similarities and differences - By com
paring and contrasting the economies of 
Brazil and Argentina, it can be seen how 
integration otters benefits for both 
sides. The populations of both countries 
are predominantly urban, both are large 
automobile consumer markets, and the 
enormous potential of their own dom
estic markets has yet to be fully devel
oped. They are also alike in that both 
have contracted large foreign debts. 

The forces which drive the two econ
omies are very different, however. 
While Brazil has the most dynamic econ
omy in Latin America, Argentina's is 
just the opposite. Like Uruguay and 
Chile, it suffers from a stagnation which 
is reflected in the behavior, not only of 
economic forces, but of the very society 
and its political institutions themselves. 

Another difference is that, among 
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Argentinians, there is a certain homo
geneity ol educational and income levels, 
whilst ,n Brazil the inequalities are among 
the roost extreme anywhere in the world. 

Comparing the structure of produc
uon m the two countries, Brazil gener
ates hair the region's manufatured ex
ports and its industry leads the compet-
1tivity ratings. Argentina, meanwhile, 
underwent a lengthy process of dein
dustrialization and declining competi
tiveness resulting in several years of 
negative industrial growth. Argentina 
manages to compete only in certain 
high ·tech and capital goods sectors, such 
as the nuclear industry, and is self-suf
ficient in food and oil. Brazil has large 
surpluses m the industrial, mining and 
agricultural sectors, and is rapidly dimin
ishing Its energy deficit. 

Another important difference is in 
the use to Which the two countries put 
their foreign debts. Brazil employed a 
good deal of these funds to develop in
fraestructure, while 60 percent of the 
capital which generated Argentina's 
debt leh the country during the military 
government. 

long term, greater integration with 
South American countries will help solve 
its problems of social and economic 
isolation. It can also benefit from wider 
markets and the cultural influence of 
those countries. 

For Argentina, on the other hand, 
integration with Brazil means it can mod
ernize its industrial facilities and become 
more competitive. Access to the great 
Brazilian market may help bring it out of 
stagnation and diversify its production 
profile. 

Cooperation between the two coun
tries is al an all-time high, even in areas 
of production managed by the armed 
forces. Besides a joint project to build a 
medium-sized commercial airplane 
which wilt be on the market in 1991, 
they are granting reciprocal access to 
nuclear programs. This high level of 
agreement in various aspects of their 
bilateral relations was very useful to 
Brazil when it needed to import foodstuffs 
urgently to combat shortages on the in
ternal market dliring the economic read
jusmen t program called the Cruzado P Ian. 

Brazilian support in pressing for a 
nuclear-free South Atlantic - one item 
of agreement in international artairs - is 
fundamental to Argentina's strategy in 

,ts conflict with Great Britain over the 
Falkland Islands. 
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factors favoring integration, the 
future of the process now hangs on 
how successfully the two c~untries 
reorganize their domestic economies. 
For this, they must contain inflation and 
create new conditions for investment in 
production. 

Meanwhile, the process of political 
transition is still fraught with tensions 
in both countries. In Argentina, although' 
Menem's Peronist goverment is taking 
its first steps amid promising signs, the 
armed forces are still restless and the 
risk of further outbreaks of popular vio
lence cannot be discounted. Brazil, too, 
is undergoing a process of political defi
nition: the new president, elected in late 
1989, will take office in March 1990 and 
the country's inflation rate is running at 
over 30 percent a month. 

In addition to the political difficulties 
of the moment, the freedom of action of 
both countries is limited - despite the 
pro-integration rhetoric - by their bur
den of external debt and the internal 
tensions generated by inflation. Although 
their capacity to implement the agree
ments is thus reduced, private groups 
are interested in participating in the bi
lateral integration initiatives and, under 
the circumstances, they may play a fun 
damental role in catalyzing this process 
on whic1' so much of South America's 

Advantages and obstacles - The bene
fits of a policy of complementation ancl 
cooperation are thus quite evident. Bra
zil can consolidate itself in terms of 
comparative advantages, and in the Observers forecast that, with so many future depends. • 
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ART f'Ul R/'O RICO 

The Color and Force of the Caribbean 
U.S. colonialism may complicate the ability of Puerto Rican artists to project their worl< Internationally, but it has 

not put a damper on their capacity to express the essence of the island's vitality 

By Bill Hinchberger 

C 
olor, force and national space. 
Those elements might sum up 
the works and attitudes of the 

Puerto Rican contingent to the 20th Sao 
Paulo Biennial. The exhibition, hosted in 
Brazil's largest city, opened October 14 
and closes December 14. It is considered 
one 01 the world s three most important 
gatherings for plastic art sts - along 
with the Venice ltalyl Biennial and Kas
sel (\Nest Germany) Documenta. 

During their brief visit for the open
ing of the Biennial Puerto Rican artists 
Noemi Ruiz. Pablo Rubio and Maria 
Emilia Somoza took the time to discuss 
their work and their country·s art with 
third world. Also participating In the in
terview was Puerto Rican art critic Jose 
A. Perez Ruiz, the curator of the three 
artists' exhibit. 

The three rank up there among 
Puerto Rico's most established and in
fluential artists - not only in terms of 
their work but also as university proles
sors and leaders in the art world's asso
ciations and museums. 

Noemi Ruiz is a 58-year-old painter 
whose abstract pieces contain a dynam
ic element that demands anention -
even from across the room. She teaches 
art at the lnteramerican University of 
Puerto Rico and sits on a slew of com
mittees, including the board of directors 
of the Puerto Rican Museum of Con
temporary Art, of which she is a co
founder. 

Her colleague Maria Somoza, 53, is 
another cofounder of the museum, be
sides being its president, and teaches at 
the University of Puerto Rico. Her etch
ings demonstrate a concern with the 
need to constantly renew art. For in
stance, her work at the Sao Paulo 
Biennial is two-dimensional, breaking 
with etching's flat tradition. 
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Maria Emilia Somoza 

Sculptor Paulo Rubio 

Noemi Ruiz (above) and P6rez Ru iz 

Sculptor Rubio is also draw,, to ex
perimentation. Early rn his career, he 
identified himself with avant-garde all
ists who were working with scrap met
al. The 45-vear-old sculptor continues 
his work with metal, and he has round a 
way to imbue their cold, hard surfaces 
with the force, the invigorating spirit, of 
the Caribbean. Rubio also teaches at the 
University of Puerto Rico. 

For someone unfamiliar with Puerto Ri
can art, ,1 1s interesting to note the differ
ences among your works. Each of you 
works with different materials and has a 
distinct style. I thought that we might start 
with each of you talking a httle about the 
works that you have brought to the biennial 
and your techniques. 

Somoza: I do engravings, and my 
background is as a graphic artist. I have 
always done etchings. I believe that 
graphic techniques adapt most easily 10 

m"y vocabulary and themes. I am con
cerned with continuity, but I try to take a 
unique approach to the problem that I 
am addressing in each of my works. As 
a result, sometimes people say that my 
work is very diversified. In the work that 
I'm showing al the Sao Paulo Biennial, I 
am exploring "bidimensionalism." It 
seems to me that the engraving must 
come out of its flat plane, so I'm includ· 
ing a second dimension. 

Usually, I incorporate lots of color in 
my work. Puerto Rico is a land or light 
and color, and this is represented in al
most all of the country's art: there is al
ways lots of fight. Etching, the technique 
that I use, is very complicated and time
consuming, so many artists that use this 
technique shy away from color. But I 
believe that it is very important, a very 
symbolic instrument. 

The use of color appears to be an im
portant element in the work of many of the 
region's artists. 
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Somoza: 11, the Caribbean, yes. Also the 
forms. We have a unique atmosphere. 
Wo do not have changes of seasons like 
In other countries, but we do have a 
joyful temperament. We like to share. 
And our art is accessible. It is not cold, It 
Is not 1mpermeablo. 

By looking at Pablo Rubio's sculp· 
tures and Naomi Ruiz' paintings, you 
can see that 11 is true that we all have 
unique styles. unique approaches and 
unique solutions. However, there is a 
common element that links lhe works 
that we have broutiht to Sao Paulo - the 
commom element of life. The works are 
not cold. They are organic and project 
nature - something which is very exu. 
berant in our country. 

Rubio: I agree. In sculpture, there is no 
color, but there is strength. There is the 
strength of the design, the movement of 
the mountains, the people's problems. 

I began as a painter, at the age of 
nine. I continued until I was 14. That's 
when I started working wi th sculpture, 
and I liked it. I still paint, but I am better 
known as a sculptor. 

I came to work with steel due to the 
restlessness that all artists experience 
- the need to find something new, which 
1s a continual struggle. The material is 
very difficult to work with. You have to 
pierce it with lazer beams and solder 1t 
in a process that eliminates oxigen. The 
solder gun emits a carbonic gas, 

Somoza: art that is "full of life". 

eliminating oxigen, and this is compli
cated, presenting the artist with a real 
challenge. 

My work is rooted in Puerto Rico. It is 
Caribbean. And I would clefme it in two 
simple words: time ancl space. And 
energy. Because it is pure energy. 

Noemi Rufz: What Pablo says is very 
interesting. I imagine that it's the same 
in all countries, that artists deal with the 
same concepts. There are three con
cepts that mterest me: rhythm, time and 
space. I believe that they are vital to 
man, and they are vital to us on the is
land of Pueno Rico. I believe that these 
concepts are evident in all of our works, 
but each of us takes a completely unique 
approach, as Marfa Emilia said. In my 
painting, within these concepts of 
rhythm, time and space, I am interested 
in incorporating the heat of the tropics. the 
dynamics of the island, the strong sense 
of movement that I think is Pueno Rico. 
And all of this is reflected in my work, in 
Pablo's work, and in Maria Emilia's 
work - despite our distinct styles. 

In my case, and I think this is true for 
both of them as well, the abstract style 
is the best way for me to express these 
concepts. I have always done abstract 
art. I started by doing realistic paintings, 
but my entire professional career has 
been in abstract art and expression. 

Rubio: One important thing is that we 
were educated in Puerto Rico. Our work 
is Caribbean. Many people think that 
because I work with metal sculpture I 
studied in France or the United States, 
that this work was created there. But 
this work was created in Pueno Rico. It 
has a Caribbean flavor - the mountains, 
the peaks, the colors, the light, the force, 
the vegetation ... 

Somoza: I work on metal. Anyone fa mil· 
iar with the technique of etching knows 
that the surface is very hard - almost 
impenetrable. There is something inter
esting, in our judgment, about the 
works we have brought to show in Sao 
Paulo. The painter is using a material, 
acrylic, that is common today; the sculp· 
tor 1s using laser beams and aluminum: 
I am using hard materials. Howev.er, the 
final products are not cold. In 

Ruiz: "the heat of the tropics" 

fact. when we work with these materials, 
we produce things that are full of life. 

We've been talking abolll technique, but 
you also seem to be expressing a sense of 
identity, even national identity. And thinking 
about Puerto Rico, the first thing that 
comes to mind is its condition as a colony 
of the Unffed States. I would like to know 
two things: first, how colonialism affects 
your work as artists and what you pro
duce: and, second, how U affects you in 
terms of working cond;t;ons, markets, etc. 
Somoza: I think Puerto Rican artists de
velop without relying on international 
trends, from the U.S. or elsewhere. 
Puerto Rico is not very concerned with 
trends. I really believe that it is a type of 
art that responds honestly to a situation. 

Still, there is no doubt that our colo
nial condition affects artists. But not in 
terms of influences of knowledge be
cause we are able to keep up-to-date 
with what is happening not only in the 
United States but also in Hispanic 
America, Europe, etc. 

Yet, it is very difficult for the Puerto 
Rican artist, for example, to participate 
in events like the Sao Paulo Biennial. 
Puerto Rico is small, and the larger 
countries have the most numerous del
egations. T hey have more money to in
vest in their artists. They have embas
sies that provide them with support. 
Puerto Rican artists have to market thei r 
own work and have to search for pro
motional opportunities. 
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Perez Ruiz: Fo r example. when we 
needed to transport the works, we -
along wi th the Puerto Rican Department 
o f State, as it is called - approached the 
United States Consulate in Sao Paulo. 
The cultural attache told us that it was 
not part of his job to deal with anything 
from Puerto Rico - and we Puerto 
Ricans are, not theoretically but in real
ity North American citizens. Hov. could 
he say this, if they consider us to be 
North American citizens? 

Rubio: The same colonial problem 
keeps us from being invited 10 man, 
biennials because the invitations are 
sent to the North American consulates 
or institutions, and the North Americans 
go. But they don t invite us. 

Perez Ruiz: So, we have excellent an 
that is being imprisoned and isolated. 

Rubio: Manv people are confused about 
our status. Here at the exhibttion, some
one came up t o me and asked 11 the rays 
of my sculpture represented the colors 
or the North American flag. I satd, '>No, 
on the contrary, 11 Is Cuba, the Domini
can Republic and Puerto Rico - the Car
ibbean." In reality, they don't represent 
either of those things. But there is con
fusion over the political question. 

Perez Ruiz: This morning when wear
rived at the Biennial, a woman was sur
prised that we were speaking Spanish 
because she thought that in Puerto Rico 
only English was spoken. 

Noemi Ruiz: The problem is that we're 
in the air, we're neither here nor there. 

Perez Ruiz: At international events like 
this one, where the art of different 
countries is presented, we have the re
sponsibility to include our work, but to 
what extent does this obligation repre
sent a terrible sacrifice? To what extent 
do we have to go to bring a dignified 
delegation? We have to make sacrifices 
that I believe few countries have to make. 

Somoza: It is important that all interna
tional invitations come directly to 
Puerto Rico without passing through 
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Rub io "a Caribbean flavor'' Photos: M aruska F. Rameck 

the Unned States. As a representative of lists in Puerto Rico? 
the Puerto Ri~an Museum of Contem-
porary Art I encourage the organizers 
or these e'1ents to send invitations to us 
at the .,,useum. V\ e would gladly accept 
the taSK of selecting those artists who, 
on their merits, can represent our 
country. And, although we are a young 
institution, we will provide support to 
the extent that we are able. We are ded
icated to assuring that our country Is 
projected - and pro1ected with a strong 
work, to show what is happening in our 
country. 

Perez Ruiz: The second part of your 
question addressed the market for 
Puerto Rican art. Puerto Rican art relies, 
principally, on the internal market - al
though it is a work that can be exhibited 
anywhere in the world, which is valid in 
any part of the world. But a tremendous 
amount of effort is necessary for Puerto 
Ricans to exhibit their work in galleries 
in the United States. I don't want to use 
the word discrimination because it rings 
too strong. But there is a separation., 
Although the artists may be good, as 
soon as it is known that they are Puerto 
Ricans, they are kept at an arm's length. 

All of you are experienced artists, but 
you also work with young people as col
lege professors. Based on this experience, 
can you tell me something about young ar-

Rubio: Within 10 years, a large number 
of young artists will emerge in Puerto 
Rico. Recently, an art museum was 
founded which will give young artists 

· the opportunity to see various works. 
Five years ago Puerto RICO created mod
ern cultural workshops. which I an, in 
charge of, and they include the latest 
movements. This has created a sense of 
restlessness, and I believe that within 10 
years new sculptors will emerge - and 
sculpture is the most difficult area. 
There are already lots of painters, but in 
sculpture, which is more complicated, 
harder to transport and sell, harder to 
execute in physical terms, I think it will 
take 10 years. 

Noemi Ru'iz: Our participation in the 
Sao Paulo Biennial is going to have a 
significant impact in Puerto Rico because 
we are professors at the island's most 
important universities, and all of the 
photographs we are taking and videos 
we are making will be shown there to 
the young people. And who knows? 
Maybe they'll have the same oppor
tunity that we are having. 

Perez Ruiz: Since the 1960s, every 10 
years a new generation has emerged. 
Now we are waiting for the generation 
of the 1990s. • 
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Poetic Activism 
Sajida al-Mousawi is a women's rights activist who writes poetry and defends the traditions of the Islamic faith 

By Beatriz 81ss10 

S ajida AI-Mollsawi is pregnant 
with her fourth child and her filth 
book. The 39-year-olrl writer 

hoasts a potent resume· her poems have 
been translated into English, French and 
Spanish, she is editor of a magazine pub
lished by the Iraqi Federation of Women 
(IFW). a group that is affiliated with 
the the World Federation of Women, 
and she is secretary of the IFW Public 

al-Mousawi: writer and women's leader 

Relations and Information Department. 
Sajida symbolizes the dual nature of 

present-day Iraq. On the one hand, she 
upholds the Islamic faith; on the other, 
she condemns those who, because of 
their fanatic or distorted interpretation 
of Islam, have contributed to Its loss of 
prestige. She dresses in Western-style 
clothes and has pickecl up certain West
ern habits, but she admits that she 
would never allow her daughter or 
younger sisters to have pre-marital sex. 
She claims that Iraqis enjoy political free
dom while agreeing that many of the 
country's poets and novelists have made 
social censorship and related behav-
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ior a central theme in their work. Writ
ten in Arabic, her poems touch upon a 
wide variety of topics. Her latest work is 
an in-depth treatment or war - whose 
specter has overwhelmed the Gulf re
gion for a decade. 

During an interview with third world at 
the Baghdad headquaters of her maga
zine, SaJida proved both highly sensitive 
and intelligent. "As a woman," she said. 
"I was never harassed in any way, either 
in my journalism or my poetry. I always 
say and write whatever I please." She 
believes that her country is heading in
creasingly toward democracy, with free
dom of opinion being encouraged at all 
levels - a process that is now facili 
tated bytheprecariousceasefire with Iran. 

She stressed that far reaching discus
sions are taking place on a range of 
subjects, including women's rights. Just 
prior to our interview, she met with the 
Iraqi minister of planning, at the request 
of the IFW Executive Board. 

Her discussion with the minister fo
cused on a set of specific issues. "Part of 
our campaign," she ponied out, "is to 
promote women's rights after they give 
birth. Our labor laws grant pregnant 
employees a six-month leave at full pay 
before they deliver, and another six 
months at half pay afterwards. But, as in 
capitalist countries, this privilege has 
become a double-edged sword in social -
isl-minded Iraq. Most companies - in
cluding state-owned enterprises - now 
avoid hiring women of reproductive age." 

The IFW is nowdemanding that gov
ernment offices and state-owned com
panies accept maternity as an additional 
task of women.especially as the govern
ment is encouraging an increase in the 
birthrate to address the population im
balance created by the war. 

The problem is not restricted to the 
public sector. Although the so-called 
socialist sector offers the greatest bene
fits to women and hires the largest 
number of female employees, the num
ber of women in the private sector has 

been growing. In agricu ltu re, for exam
ple, women account for 44 percent of 
the labor force. However, because of the 
new law on pregnant workers, private 
entrepreneurs are balking at hiring women. 

The legacy of war - The subject of war 
dominates all conversations in Iraq, and 
our talk with Sajida was no different. 
She told us that during the eight years 
of conflict. Iraqi women assumed new 
responsibilities. Not only did they ac
tively engage in defense work, but they 
also played leading roles in several 
areas of public administration, since 
most men were occupied on the battle
front. "Women had to do more than just 
replace men," she noted. "They had to 
work in hospitals, in mass organizations, 
and so on, forming secondary lines of 
defense, as it were." 

Led by the circumstances ot war, she 
said, "Women showed that they were 
capable of performing their traditional 
functions while replacing men in devel
opment work and meeting all of the 
country's wartime needs." As happened 
elsewhere under similar conditions, Sa
jida ponted out, women grew accus
tomed to doing several jobs at once -
educating their children, filling the vac
uum in public positions and - Sajida 
considers this fundamental - engaging 
in cultural activities, making art and 
poetry. "This way we helped men to go 
on defending the homeland and keep 
their morale high at the most difficult 
times. So strong was this feeling of re
sistance that many women prided 
themselves in having had a son killed in 
the war," she said. That feeling was help
ed along by government benefits - in
cluding automobiles and scholarships -
that were granted to the families of sol
diers killed in action. 

The poor - One of the IFW's goals is to 
address the problems of what Sajida 
called ''culturally deprived women, who 
we could say have a medium-level edu-
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QUESTIONS 

By Sajida al-Musawi 

"Who incited in the khaki 
The color of the Lily. 
The silky smoothness of water, 
The odor of pistachio woods? 
Who gave the khaki color, 
The light of the sun, 
The warmth of the sun, 
The darkness of a dark night? 
Who planted in your ribs 
This heart? 
Stronger than Iron it 1s in one day. 
Lighter than the wing of a butterfly 

in another, 
Wloever planted in your heart a heart, 
As large as the oceans of earth, 
As spacious as the skies of 

the Universe. 
1-vho drew your heart's oorders 
Between Zakho and Fao. 
Who? 

Wly is that. in my country alone, 
The Almighty s sun nses from the East. 
In my country alone 
The sun sets in the West. 
While elsewhere, 
Things are not. 
Theories are upside-down, 
Why? 

What did the wind carry 
Into your heart in that night? 
What did al-Sayyab ten you 
Under the flimsy light of the lantern? 
Did he tell you to take care of 

The children of Basra? 

What did the soldier's mother 
Put in that bundle? 
What did she put in the white 

plastic bag? 
She put a throbbing heart ... 
Feelings 
She put a throbbing soul, 

Pastries, 
She put pencifs 
So that he writes God's lesson, 
And noteoooks ... 
What will be left for the mother 
When he leaves? 
What is there to remain? 

Who is that soldier 
Who remained awake 
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For five nights and days 
WithOut sleep;ng? 

Who ever dropped salt into his eyE&s 
To stand such an amazing 

sleeplessness? 
Who? 

Which is more valuable? 
A drop of effort, 
A drop of blood, 
A drop of tears, 
Or a drop of love 
Wherein the letters making up 

your name, 
0 my homeland, ,s grouped? 

Why did Bushra wash 
Her plaits in the sun, 
Why did Bushra spread out 
Her ribbons on the rope? 
Why did she defy the missile, 
And stayed on the roof 
Fondling its pussy-cat? 

Who told the Imposter's Guards 
That the Heaven keys 

Do not lock 
The God's door in their faces? 

When the missile comes 
Who will be there to 
Record the bfrth 
of millions of children, 
Of hundreds of thousands of heroes? 
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cation. These women, and those of the 
r,oorer classes, are the hardest hit by the 
problems of post-war Iraq." The IFW 
llolds political and educational courses, 
,md provides training for rural women 
In professions like hairdressing, sewing 
and typing. When they graduate from 
the training program, the women re
ceive IFW assistance in their 10b searches. 

The organization also poblrshes 
pamphlets. some are purely didactic; 
others help women perform practical 
tasks like balancing the household budg
et and educattng their children. 

Public health is also a predominan t 
concern of the women's federation, 
With the help of UNICEF and the co
peratton of the m1n1stry of education 
and daycare centers, the IFW is imple
menting a vaccination campaign. Eighty 
percent of this work is done in rural 
areas, where 125 IFW groups are in the 
field assisting women in 3,000 villages. 
More teams will be added in the future, 
with a goal or attending to 150,000 
women. 

Increasing the birthrate - A country 
emerging from a devastating war might 
be expected to try to boost its birthrate. 
But what about a woman who has al
ready had several children? What are 
the policies on contraceptives and abor
tion? 

Sajida told us that the population 
growth policy restricts the use of con
traceptives to specific cases. Abortion 
has always been illegal, and is author
ized only when the mother's life is at 
risk, 

Adultery is a controversial sub1ect in 
any society, but even more so where the 
Islamic sharia law applies. "In Muslim 
countries, adultery is banned on reli
gious and legal grounds," noted Sajida, 
pointing out that penalties exist for both 
women and men, although they are dif
ficult to enforce due to the legal require
ment of four witnesses. "Adultery 
cannot be punished based on mere ac
cusation. There must be witnesses, and 
witnesses to an adultery are hard to get. 
In other words, the law does not work in 
practice." 

When asked about sharia in other Is
lamic countries, like Pakistan, where 
even the death penalty has been ap-
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Entangled workplace: pregnancy leave is a motive for not hiring women 

plied, Sajida said: "The problem 1s that 
there are many followers of Islam today 
who do not understand Islam. In some 
countries like Pakistan, the essence of 
the religion has been deformed, per
haps because of linguistic difficulties" -
the later comment a r11ference to the 
fact that in some Islamic countries, the 
official language is not Arabic, the lan
guage in which the Koran, the holy book 
or Islam, was originally written. 

On the topic of polygamy, Sajida said 
lhat lhere may be a few isolated cases in 
Iraq. However, according to Iraqi law, a 
man who plans to marry a second time 
must have his first wife's consent. Typi
cally, this occurs when the first wife 
cannot bear children, in which case, in 
order to preserve their marriage, she 
must accept her husband's other wife. 
Divorce is legal in Iraq, and a woman 
can seek divorce on her own initiative. 
However, Sajida noted thal Iraqi society 
is very conservative in this regard, and 
that divorce is oiten frowned upon. 

Sexual repression - Since Sajida seem
ed willing to discuss almost any topic, 
we asked her about sexual repression in 
Iraq, referring to some Iraqi short sto
ries on the theme. She replied that the 
limits of sexual freedom and repression 
are being reviewed the world over, and 
not only in Islamic societies. "In part, 
sexual repression is discussed in certain 
short stories because it is much more 
appealing as a literary theme than a 
normal relationship between a married 
couple. lacking any other kind of re
pression - there is no political repres-

sion in Iraq - authors turn to the subject 
of sexual repression among women." 
Sajida admitted that the problem exists 
in Iraq as it does everyhwere, adding 
that tradition, education, the family, so
cial and religious practices all play a 
major role. 

One point she emphasized was that 
"There is no sexual licenciousness in 
Iraq. Iraqi society is controlled by reli 
gious tenets. Rather than being a prob
lem, this a positive thing - especially at 
a time in history when the process of 
sexual freedom is being reversed in 
some of the most liberal Western coun
tries. where people are becoming aware 
of the dangers of total sexual freedom, 
particularly since AIDS came into the 
picture." 

Sajida believes, however, that sexual 
repression is not total: in today's Iraq, a 
woman can choose her husband- to-be, 
select her friends, and enter into a·rela
tionship without social or family inter
ference. Pre-marital sex, however, is 
forbidden. or at least disapproved. "I 
met my husband in college, and he was 
my fiance for several years. This was 20 
years ago, but I never had any problem, 
despite my family's religious fervor. I 
find it normal that my daughter or 
younger sisters should have a rela
tionship with the men they choose, pro
vided they intend to marry and establish 
a family. I would not permit them to 
have sexual relations prior to marriage. 
This feeling is common to both Muslims 
and Christians. It has nothing to do with 
religion. It has to do with our social 
structure." • 
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The New Foreign Investors 
With a glimmer of light at the end of 

Central America's long tunnel of 
war. the region has suddenly begun 

to attract interest from Western 
European and East Asian investors 

E 
uropean and Asian nations are 
pos,t onmg themselves to com· 
pete wrth the United States fo, 

Central Americas resourres and atten
tion in the 1990s. 

Long considered Washington's un
disputed backyard, the five countries of 
Central America - Guatemala, Hondl1-
ras, El Salvador. Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica - are finding themselves courted by 
diplomats and businessmen of the Eu
ropean Economic Community (EEC). 
They are also receiving new aid from 
Japan and entering into economic ven
tures with Taiwan and South Korea. 

V\.estern Europe 1s challenging the 
Monroe Doctrine in Latm America as a 
who e, and Central America is a test 
case within that challenge," said one 
European ambassador. 

The region's 25 million inhabitants. 
slowly being freed from the wars :hat 
gripped them during the 1980s, are a 
potential market for the 12 European 
countries which unite economically in 
1992. Asian producers already sell more 
cars here. for instance, than do U.S. 
manufacturers. 

Besides commercial interests, coun
tries across both seas appear to be 
eyeing this region as a place to establish 
more political influence. A look at the 
map shows why the United Stales wil 
remain the most important outside 
power in the lives of Central Americans. 
Nevertheless, other countries clearly 
want a piece of the action. 

"The Japanese are restless now, 
trying to shape a foreign policy of their 
own, even in Central America," predicts 
a European diplomat with experience in 
several Latin countries. "Europeans, 
too, want political importance commen
surate with our economic importance, 
and Central America issymbortcofthis." 
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Royal Recept ion: Nicaragua's Or,ega with Belgium's King Baudouin 

Spanish President Felipe Gonzalez (left} with Costa Rica's Arias 

The new overseas interest in Cenira, 
America comes at a time when bilateral 
relations between the United States and 
countries in the region are marked by 
distance, frustrauon, and worse. 

U.S. military aid to Guatemala, for 
instance. was cut off in 1977 after hu
man rights abuses by a military regime, 
and has been renewed only in the 
amount of USS9.5 million, despite lob
bying by officials of Guatemala's freely 

elected civilian government in place 
since 1986. 

Honduras, which was flooded with 
U.S. aid as long as it played host 10 

U.S.-supported contras, complains now 
that Washington ,s holding back USS75 
million in congressionally approved 
funds pending economic reform - 1ust 
at the moment when Honduras says the 
contras must leave its territory. 

Despite the disapproval of Washing-
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ton, Nobel Peace Pri,owinner President 
Oscar Arias of Coslo Rica Is nursing a 
plan that is bringing peace to the region 
without isolating Nicaragua. Even in El 
Salvador, the rightwing National Repub
lican Alliance (ARENA) party won the 
presidency with a campaign 1haI some
times IncludeC'l U.S. bashing ancl calls 
for Washington to ~eep hands olf inter
nal affairs. 

The most visible U.S. policy in the 
1980s - the attempt to bring clown 1he 
S,mdinistas in Nicaragua - is the fa iled 
policy of the Ronald Reagan years. 
"While (U.S. President George) Bush 
and (U.S. Secretary of State Jamesl 
Baker are more pragmatic, we' re not 
sure yet what replaces 11," said a Gua
temalan off1c1al. 

If U.S. policy Is now uncertain, the 
aims ol the Europeans are clearer. They 
strongly support the Arias plan, re~Jional 
IntegratIon that includes Nicaragua, 
post-war reconstruction, the creation of 
a Central American parliament, and 
eventually a regional common market. 

EEC economic aid to Central America 
is currently about USS100 million a year 
- about half to Nicaragua. European bi
lateral aid brings the total up to USS150 
million. Sweden, for one, gives more of 
its foreign aid budget to Nicaragua than 
to any otl1er country. By including Ni· 
caragua in aid programs. Europe stands 
in contrast to Washington which not 
only gives no foreign aid to Nicaragua 
but specifically prohibits the inclusion of 
Nicaragua in certain U.S.-funded pro
grams such as environmental protection 
or the training of Iournalists. 

"Western Emope thinks the Sandi
nista revolution in general 1s a viable 
thing, that it Is possible to develop a 
kind of Nicaragua capable of coexisting 
with the rest of Central America," of
fered one European diplomat. 

The amount of European aid to Cen
tral America is still small compared to 
U.S. assistance - USSl.5 million In mi
litary and economic aid a clay 10 El Sal
vador alone. But the difference is that 
European money puts pressure on ind1-
v1duaI countries to end the conflicts that 
have cost more than 100,000 lives in the 
last decade. 

"The idea among Central Americans 
now Is if we don't agree with each other, 
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we're going to lose that aid," said Ju lio 
Martini, Guatemala's vice foreign minister. 

Probably the most massive economic 
incentive to peace in the region right 
now is a US$4.3 billion United Nations 
Developmenl Proqram plan for the five 
countries, strongly pushed by Euro
peans. The plan includes help to resettle 
some half a million refugess, recovering 
from what U.N. Secretary General Ja
vier Pere?. de Cuellar calls "Latin Ameri
ca's lost decade." 

"This Is a kind of Marshall Plan for 
Central Amcnca which we cannot im
plement without social and political 
peace," said U.N. spokesman Mario 
Zamorano. 

Asian countries, meanwhile, are 
being viewecl as a model and source of 
development aid. 

Alfredo Cesar, a former president of 
Nicaragua's Central Bank and leading 
member of the opposition coali tion, 
holds a typical view. "Relauons with Ja
pan should be very close," said Cesar in 
an interview in Managua. "We want 
them to do here what they did wi th the 
four tigers." 

The Santlnistas want close relations 
too. In recent months the government 
has been talking to Tokyo about the 
possibility of a Nicaragua passage - a 
canal from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
coast. A Japanese technical mission re
cently completed a feasiblity study on 
the canal's construction, although its 
conclusions have not been made public. 

Before arriving in Tegucigalpa two 
years ago, Japanese diplomat Toshira 
Nakamura said he "didn't know where 
Honduras was, and most Japanese 
don't know much about Central America 
either." Now Nakamura's embassy is 
ready to deliver USS50 million to Hon
duras. pending the reforms Washington 
has called for. 

Japan is a major customer for Nica
raguan couon, precious wood from 
Honduras and Guatemala, and fish 
throughout the region . Where once trav
elers to small rural villages in Hondu
ras and Guatemala might meet U.S. 
Peace Corps volunteers, now they also 
meet young Japan Overseas Coopera
tion volunteers speaking Spanish. and 
working in grassroots agriculture and 
health projects. 

CENTRAL A ~1ERICA 

The contras: Reagan's failure 

Guatemala, the biggest and most di 
verse economy in the region, is moving 
closer to investors from Taiwan. Some 
26 South Korean factories employ 7,000 
Guatemalans, many manufactur ing 
clothes for export to the U.S. 

Ironically, the South Koreans are 
benefitting trom the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative, a U.S. program of special 
trade considerations set up during the 
Reagan Administration to encourage 
imports from Central America and the 
Caribbean. 

During an interview, Guatemalan 
President Vinicio Cerezo said his coun
try was making some military purchases 
from Jordan after years of buying from 
the United States and then Israel. The 
coming decade, he predicted, would see 
more diversity in trading partners and 
alliances than in dec1:1des past. 

"We prefer to vary our relations," he 
~d • 

Mary Jo Mcconahay 

' Cop)•rlght Paclllo Nows Sorvl~e (PNSl 
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THIRD WORLD PUBLICTIONS 

ZIMBABWE PRESS MIRROR - As 
stated on the cover, this is "a fortnightly 
selection from the press on Zimbabwe." 
All the news that's fit to cut, paste and 
photocopy in 12 pages - covering sub
jects like local scandals, politics, housing 
and property, industrial relations, art, 
and health. Once in a while even select
ed advertisements are included. A good 
way for those interested in Zimbabwe to 
keep track of events 1nthatcountrywith
out resorting to thedifficult task of 
obtaining local newspapers. Zimbabwe 
Proiect Trust, P.O. Box 4111, Harare, 
Zimbabwe. 

KAIF NEWSLETTER - This single
spaced newsletter of a half-dozen pages 
is the organ of the underground Kenya 
Anti-Imperialist Front (KAIF), a group 
opposed to the government of Presi
dent Daniel Arap Moi. A recent special 
issue sported the imposing title: "Presi
dential Decrees for Murders in Violation 
of National and International Laws and 
Principles of Democracy· Moi's Fascistic 
Measures to 'Protect' Wild )\nimals and 
Tourists." Quoting local press reports, 
the newsletter states that KAIF supports 
measures to protect wildlife but claims 
that Moi's anti-poaching shoot-to-kill 
policy has only resulted in the deaths of-
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innocent persons or poor employees or 
rich wildlife traffickers. It quotes Moi as 
admitting that the real dealers in ivory 
elephant tusks and goods made from
rhinoceruses are "a few greedy, wealthy 
Kenyans." KAIF, S. Gullo, Box 24, S-615 
00 Valdermarsv1 Sweeden. 

HAITI REPORTliAITI PROGRES 
- Halh Report is a monthly newsletter in 
English produced by the publishers of 
the weekly French language newspaper 
Hait, Progres. Both are put out by the 
Committee Against Repression in Haiti, 
an opposition exile group based in New 
York. Besides providing up-to-date de
tails on Haitian politics and popular mo
bilization, the publications attempt to 
counteract what the Haiti Report called 
"Sensationalist, cynical, and condescend
ing ... articles (that) depict a rudderless 
'banana republic,' which, without a 
ruthless dictator at the helm, is lurching 
from crisis ro crisis toward total anar
chy." Committee Against Repression in 
Haiti, 1398 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY 11210, U.S.A. 

ADC TIMES - This newsl!'?tter presents 
"news and opinions of the American
Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee." 
The committee was founded by former 
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US. Senator James Abourezk lo unite 
!\,orth Americans of Arab descent like 
himself behind the goal of eliminating 
discrimination against the ethnic group 
and improving the image of Arabs in 
the U.S. media. Arab-American Anti
Discrimination Committee, 4201 Con

•necticut Avenue. N.W., Suite 500, Wash-
ington. D.C. 20008, U.S.A. 

ADC ISSUE PAPERS - The Ameri
can-Arab Anti-Discrimination Commit
tee Research Institute periodically pub
lishes pamphlets on issues it considers 
of special significance. Issue Papers 21 
and 22, released in 1988, take radically 
different approaches to similar issu,es. 
"American Pu'blic Opinion and the 
Question or Palestine: An Analysis of 
Changes in American Views Based on 
Polls Taken from 1978-1988" is a brief 
but academic look into the subiect by 
political scientist Fourad Moughrabi. On 
the other hand, "The Uprising in Car
toons: North American Political Cartoon
ists Look at the Palestinian Uprising'.' 
reprints over 50 editorial cartoons that 
apeared in the U.S. press depicting the 
Palestinian intifadah in 1988. Arab-Ame
ican Anti-Discrimination Committee, 
4201 Connectitut Avenue, N.W., Suiie 
500, Washington, D.C. 20008, U.S.A. 



TECHNOLOGY ENERGY 

Sustaining What 
Development? 
An alternative energy conference blazes a 

new path to "develop sustainability" 

By Geraldo Franco 

T he term "sustainable develop
ment" had two distinct meanings 
during September in Montreal, 

Canada. It all depended on which con
ference you were attending - the 14th 
World Energy Conference or the alter
native Green Energy Conference. 

"Both conferences are talking about 
sustainable development," explain
ed H'l'ne Lajambe, speaking for the 
Greens. ''But we don't mean the same 
thing. The World Energy Conference is 
apparently dedicated to merely sustain
ing development, while we are com
milled to a far more challenging task -
developing sustainability." 

To symbolize their differences with 
the "power conference," while dem
onstrating that they harbored no ill will, 

• the 250 Greens presented a gift to the 
official group - a Hiroshima survivor, 
a full-grown young Oink, tree. As ex
pected, the "powers that be" rejected 
the offering. 

The alternative conference, organiz
ed by a coalition of Canadian groups, 
included several innovative thinkers and 
activists from around the world. Among 
them were Bolivian inventor Francisco 
Pacheco, a man m his late 60s who dis
played his patented hydrogen-produc
ing equipment; Amory Lovins of the 
Rocky Mountain Institute. a physicist 
and 1983 winner of the Right lo Liveli
hood Award (the alternative Nobel Pri
ze); A.K.N. Reddy, prolessor al the Ban
galore Institute in India and coauthor or 
Energy for a Sustainable World, a land
mark study of the future of energy; and 
Jim Bohlen, an environmental activist 
from British Columbia, Canada, an en
gineer by trade who works with solar 
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power and Is a cofounder of the Cana
dian Greenpeace. 

Lovins' brainchild is the NEGA
WATT Revolution. He has redefined the 
energy shortage problem by taking into 
consideration renewable soft technolo
gies and variables like raw materials, 
suppliers and the eventual use of the 
energy. In his paradigm, energy is not a 
staple good but a service. In part, he 
plans to make power-guzzling motors, 
lamps, appliances and other equipment 
more efficient through correct lubrica
tion and mechanical adjustments. 

The NEGAWATT Revolution may 
bring about the proverbial reinvention 
of the wheel sought by the Third Mille
nium survivors. Author in the 1970s of 
the trenchant article "Soft Energy Paths: 
the Road not Taken" in Foreign Af
fairs, the official organ of the U.S. State 
Department, Lovins confided that he 
needed the help of some subversive 
friends within the U.S. "alternative 
power structure" to get the piece pub
lished. Nearly two decades later, his 
predictions are coming to pass. 

Saving energy is much like eating 
a lobster, explains Levins. You have to 
find the meat in hidden crevices. He 
proposes a series of technocultural rev
olutions to use energy efficiently rather 
than burn it randomly. Saving energy, 
say Levins and his staff of scientists, is 
cheaper than producing more. That 
simply, is the NEGAWATT Revolution. 

In the U.S., cost constraints have forc
ed many industries to move in this di
rection. Levins contends that national 
farming and forestry policies are also 
necessary. II adequately planned, he 
maintains, this new approach can be as 
profitable as today's haphazard prac
tices. Thus, environmental and econom
ic necessities dovetail into a single set of 
priorities. 

Sustainable: solar water treatment 

A.K.N. Reddy spoke of his experience 
in India's Karnataka state, whose capital 
Bangalore occasionally faces man-made 
energy crunches. Needed economic 
growth means added energy consump
tion, requiring energy production that, 
in turn, needs adequate financial sup
port - not always existent - and, worse, 
environmental disruption. It is easy to 
become a prisoner of the demand curve 
and pose the question as "development 
versus environment." But Reddy and 
others are proposing a solution to the 
quandary of development toward deg
radation - a new paradigm for envi
ronmental soundness using new math
ematical and statistical curves of need 
satisfaction. 

In Karnataka, the originally estimated 
32-gigawatt requirement was reduced 
to less than 14 gigawatts using the new 
approach. That eliminated the need for 
costly imported nuclear power plants or 
ineffective megaprojects. 

Canadian Jim Bohlen argues that we 
cannot leave a legacy of problems for 
our children. Nuclear power, for exam
ple, is part of World War ll's fallout, and 
it must be returned to the Pandora's 
box from which it emerged. A devel
oped society must exert a large degree 
of self-restraint - in contrast to the cur
rent consumerist mode. He proposes a 
change in thinking that would respect 
the ecosystem, including all animals, 
and derides certain world leaders like 
Britain's Margaret Thatcher who put up 
ecology-loving fa~ades while support
ing megaprojects behind the scenes. 

Transition from an unsustainable 
past to a sustainable future will require 
many creative and resourceful thinkers 
and practitioners, as well as massive 
support for soft energy production. 
Bohlen calls for a non-violent revolu
tion, one that is philosophically green 
and politically mean. • 
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Locomotives of history: the successor to Vi Ra's freedom train and the computer-propelled informat ion tei:hnology 

In Pancho Villa 's ''Rail-steps' ' 
Mexican revolutionaries turned that capitalist tool. the railroad, against 
their oppressors. Third World activists must follow suit with computers 

By Roberto Remo 81s s,o • 

I n early 1914, Mexican peasant rev
olutionary armies in the northern 
state of Sonora (bordering the U.S. 

state of Arizonal were marching south
ward from Hermosillo 10 Guaymas in 
their fight against the U.S. backed "fed
eral" government of Victortano Huerta. 

Pancho Villa, Alvaro Obregon and 
other revoluuonary generals marched 
by train. They used the very same North 
American and British-built railroads that 
in the previous three decades had driv
en capitalism into the Mexican country
side, forcing thousands of peasants into 
starvation or forced labor now they 
were carrying peasant freedom fighters. 
their arms, their horses and therr 
women. !It was a people's war, and no 
people's war was ever fought without 
the participation of women.I 

But the federals had a strong hold on 
the town of Empalme, smack in the 
middle of the route to Mexico City. To 
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attack and take Empalme would tak.e 
precious weeks, lives and ammunition -
three scarce resources. 

Abandoning the train and continuing 
on horseback through the desert would 
have created insurmountable obstacles. 
The revolutionaries solved the problem 
by maf<ing the train pass by the town 
instead or through it. They took 500 
meters of tracks that they had already 
traversed and placed them in front of 
them, the locomotives advanced little by 
linle as the procedure was constantly 
repeated. Terrain had to be leveled and 
water tanks were built on the 10-mile 
loop. But 11 LOok just 15 days for the rev
olutionary troops to circumvent the city 
and continue the march - without firing 
a shot. 

The leaders of the convoy probably 
would have never thought of leading 
a train 10 where there were no rails if 
they were not illiterates with little 
knowledge of the logic of the machines. 
According to Adolfo Gilly, "When the 
train took normal rails again, it had 
materialized, m a peculiar Mexican way, 
Marx's saying that revolutions are the 

locomot,ves of history and they may 
pull trains where there are no rails." 

The modern information and tele
communication technologies placed op
tions before us in Latin America that are 
reminiscent of those Villa had. Micro
electronics plays in the last quarter of 
the 20th cenwry the role that trains 
played 100 years ago: as tools of foreign 
domination, they are a consequence and 
a cause or the concentration of capital 
and power, encroaching upon national 
independence and adding to the misery 
of the people. 

So, shall we condemn the instrument 
or learn to make it a tool for our stn,g
gles7 

The Third World probably would be 
better off if there were no computers -
and no trains, for that matter. Ecologi
cally sound ways of living were firmly 
established in America when Columbus 
arrived half a millenium ago The Oue
chuas had an advanced computing sys
tem - qu1pus, where bits and bytes were 
knots (or the absence of them) - that 
allowed them to control food distribu-

• RobP.110 flcmo 8ln10 IS lhO ednor of lhfl Third World 
GuK1e. lhls article t, " ,...,,WCI and updalcd 1111,slon Ol lln 
idea fir~ prosenlQd ,n Pol)8n9, tJafayil,l, 111 November 
1986 at lhe Con!ofenco on Tho Crt~ls In l.lodornSclenco, 
organ,zed by the Th rd V/otld Notworl( and tho Co1111umo11' 
Assoc,a11on or P1Jnan9. 
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11011 for 15 million pcoplo, roughly eqtnv
alc111 to the number ol rna lnourishecl 
people 111 toctay's Peru. And they wero 
.ilso familiar with the wheel - but wise 
enough to tJSl! 1t only In chilclren toys. 

Stil l, horses, trams ,mcJ computers 
am here. Tho flow ol <lath across IJor
clers allowed bunks to spirit five hill1011 
dollars out of Mexico 111 two clays in 
7980. Mainframe computers allowed the 
111,htary in my country, Uruguay, to 
classify all of its three million citizens 
into categories of loyal, neu tral land 
thus potcnt1nlly suspect), and enemy. 
After redemocrati7at1on in the 1980s, 
the files have vet to lie found by the 
civilian government. not to mention 
ellm111ated. 

But computers have no ideological 
h1as. Under the threat ol a military coup, 
the Uruguayan parliament granted am· 
nesty to those accused of human rights 
abuses. Con1puter technology was thus 
mobilized for another task - support of 
the petition campaign lo overturn the 
,1mnesty law. The lcict that over 25 per
cent of the Uruguayan electorate signed 
pe1111ons Is partially to the credit of a 
do7en personal computers ancl a group 
ol comm111ecl computer experts. 

Pancho Villa: turning the rails 

Such Latin American "hac'<ers' have 
stopped electoral lrauds in Bra7il ancl 
s<1ved lives in Colombia, the laner by 
ouick dissemination of alerts released by 
human rights organizations. 

We have cfevelopecl hyphenation al
gorithms in Spanish, and we linked 48k 
Apple-LF computers with mainframe 
typeseuers to publish alternative refer
ence books years before the term "desk· 
top publishin9" was coined. Our present 
access to international electronic mail 
(known as "e-mail") is shared by several 
organizations (humnn riqhts activists, 
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forninists, members of cooperatives, 
scholars) and a national network is in 
the planning stages. Our maior difficulty 
1s not to convince the poor farmers 
lecleratio11 that PCs may be of use to 
them, but to persuade First World 
rlonors that an AT compatible might in
deed he appropriate technology for those 
agriculturalists. 

Yes. Global eletronic clata !low is the 
nervous system of present-day transna
tional capitalism, as railroads were the 
veins of 19th-century imperialism. But 
since they are here, we still might find 
some use for them, as Villa did with the 
locomotive. Particularly if we have the 
ingenuity to circumvent estahlished 
procedures and ma~e them work ac
cording to our own needs. 

Villa eventually won many batlles, 
the revolutionaries won the war, but the 
peasants ultimately "lost the peace." 
Among the reasons was that their lead 
ers had no idea of what 10 do with the 
trains - and the economy and social re
lations they carried - after the war. 

II we can look at new technologies in 
new ways, like Villa did, they might speed 
up our march. But it is up 10 us to de
termine where that march will lead. • 

ADOPT A SCHOOL 
Lend a Hand to Third World Education 

Many Third World social studies 
teachers would like to use third world in 
the classroom, but tight budgets often 
prevent them from purchasing the 
magazine. 

In response to this need, we are 
calling upon our readers to contribute 
to Third World education by donating 
subscriptions to schools in the South for 
the reduced price of US$7 a year. 

If you like, you may earmark the 
subscription for a specific country or 
educationa I institution. 

0 Please send_subscrlptlons et US$7 each to schools in the following Third World country or countries: ___ _ 

0 Please send_ subscriptions at US$7 each to refugee schools run by the United Nations. 
0 Please send_ subscriptions et US$7 each to schools where they are most needed. 

• If you want to donate the subscription to a specific Th ird Wortd educational institution, please include its name and address on 
a separate sheet of paper. 

Name ____________________________ _ 

Address---------------------------- I 
Adopt a School, third world 

mail to Rua da Gl6ria 122 gr 105 
20241 Rio de Janeiro RJ Brazil 



FILM ANO VIDEO 

CONOZCO A LAS TRES 
(I KNOW ALL THREE) 

55 minutes!Coforlt 983 
314- or 112-inch videotape 
Directed by Maryse Sistach 
Available through Women Make Movies 
225 Lafayette Street 
New York, N Y 10012, USA 

This is a sensitive story of a trio or 
women whose friendship or humor and 
solidarity is the backbone of their vital 
search for independence From "the 
constraints placed on them as females. 
The setting is contemporary Mexico. 
where the three are subjected to the 
reality of traditional chauvinism, the m-
1amous machismo. (Spanish wrth English 
subutlesJ 

LUGARES CONMUNES 
(COMMON PLACES) 

20 minutes. 1983 
16-mil//meter film 
Directea by Li/Iran Liberman 
Ava17ab/e through Zafra 
82 Leonardo DeVince 
M,xocac 03910 - Mexico. D.F.. Mexico 

The school pro1ect of a feminist film 

DIRECTORY OF FILM AND VIDEO 
PRODUCTION RESOURCES IN 
LATIN AMERICA AND 
THE CARIBBEAN 

By Karen Ranucci 
F/VF, Inc. 
625 Broadway, 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10012- U.S.A. 

This all but compre
hensive indexed guide 
is a must for anyone 
planning to produce a 
film or video in Latin 
America. It lists film 
archives, broadcasters, 
distributors, exhibi
tors, federations, festi· 
val organizers, labo
ratories, "information 
providers," instructors 
and schools, producers, 

student, this work examines the reality 
of lite for Mexican women by contrast
ing the stones of two women from dif
ferent social classes. One hves out her 
middle class existence waiting for her 
husband to come home from work. The 
other 1s a young secretary from a work
ing class family who repeats the daily 
ritual of taking the bus to and from 
work. She comes to the realization that 
the onlv way out of this endless cycle is 
through marriage. (Spanish with English 
subtitles. I 

/\MAS DE CASA (HOUSEWIVES) 

5 rrinutes. 1984 
Videotape 
Produced by the Colecttvo C,ne Mu1er 

Available through Zatra 
82 LeonarcfO De\1,nce 
M,xocac 03910 - Mexico, D.F., Mexico 

Women from one of the city's many 
cardboard villages act out a famihar s1t
uauon. A neighbor, late with the rent, is 
being evicted. The entire community 
bands together to help her defy the 
court eviction order. This tape has been 
used as an organ1Ztng tool by a hol1se
wives association. (Spanish with English 
subtitles.) 

publications. supphers, transfer facil
iues, and those ever necessary repair 
persons in 29 countries. The directory 
also provides information abouc gov
ernmental requirements for foreigners 
whowanttotapeorfilm in the region. 
An introduction answers the ques
tion, "What is the purpose of this 
project?" The author states bluntly 
that "This directory was created to 
help build bridges between media 
communities in the North and the 
South." Hopefl.Jlly, the book will be 
made accessible to Third World pro
ducers as well as to those in the 
North. Since the flow of information 
between countries of the South is 
often more like a clogged drain, it is 
these filmmakers who are most in 
need of a plunger like this directory. 
Video and film producers will be 
happy to know that similar guides on 
Africa and Asia are in the works. 

\fl '\ICO 

NUESTRO TEQUITO (OUR TEQUITO) 

10 mmutes 1984 
Videotape 
Available through Zalra 

82 Leonardo De Vmce 
Mt"<oacac 03910 fl'1ex1co, D.F., Mexico 

The Zapotecas are indigenous people 
lrom the state of Oaxaca. In the 
mid-1980s four young Zapotecas 
formed theii own video production 
group using Betamax 112-inch equip· 
ment. They produce programs about 
their customs and institutions, as well as 
the political s1tuat1ons facing their vil
lages Nuestro Tequ,to is a documentary 
about the Indian custom of joining 
together one day a week to work on a 
community project. In 't'alalag, the peo
ple had been working for three years to 
restore their city hall building. The video 
captures one of the "Tequlto" days, as 
hundreds of people from the region 
gather to put a new roof on the build
ing. (Spanish with English subtitles.I 

EL TRIUNFO (THE TRIU MPH) 

15 minutes/1985 

Videotape 
Produced by Video Serv1c10s 
A va1Jable through Zafra 
82 Leonardo OeVince 
M,xoacac 03910 
Mexico. D.F., Mexico 

This tape was made for environ
mentalists as a tool in their fight to save 
the rainforests. It examines the reasons 
behind deforestation and shows a wild
life reserve. 

VI DEO ROAD 

10 minutes/1985 
Super 8 and Videotape 
Directed by Sara Minter 
A vaifabte through Zafra 
82 Leonardo DeVince 
Mixoacac 03910 
Mexico, D.F., Mexico 

This work documents a cross-coun
try trip. It was filmed in super 8 and 
edited in video and serves as a prelude 
to the director's current pro1ecl on Mex
ican punk rock street gangs. 



ENVIRONMENT TOXTC WASTE 

Exporting Irresponsibility 
Evidence continues to emerge of rich countries dumping their toxic wastes in 

the South - this time in Latin America and the Caribbean 

By Diane I< Bartz· 

A n Italian waste disposal firm 
named Jelly Wax deposited 
more than 2,000 tons of leaky, 

corroded barrels near Puerto Cabello, 
Venezuela, in April 1987. Four months 
later, when area residents began com
plaining of skin sores, the government's 
environment ministry took notice. The 
barrels turned out to contain a wnch's 
brew of chlorinated solvents, pesticide 
residues and PCBs (polychlorinated 
biphenyls). 

An official at the Venezuela Embassy 
in Washington said, "It was deposited ... 
without proper permission or knowledge, 
and was not labeled properly." Although 
Jelly Wax arranged for the waste to be 
removed, an incensed Venewelan Con
gress promptly passed legislation pro
hibiting the importation of hazardous 
waste. 

In May 1987, the 13-member eco
nomic association of English-speaking 
Caribbean countries, stated its opposi
tion to toxic imports by any Caribbean 
nation. Thirty-nine Latin American and 
Caribbean nations - including Belize, 
Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, 
Peru, Saint Lucia and Venezuela - have 
banned waste imports. 

But the shortage of landfill sites and 
the existence of local environmental 
regulations which push up the cost of 
waste disposal in the United States con
tinue to encourage industries and com
munities to look abroad for places to 
dump their garbage. Between 1986 and 
1988, more than 3.6 million tons of 
waste were shipped from rich countries 
to the Third World. 

"It costs them from USS250 to 
U_S$300 per ton to dispose of wastes in 
the United States under the new regu
lations," Environmental Protection 
Agency's (EPA) Wendy Grieder told the 
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Chicago Tribune. Guinea Bissau has ac
ceppted "waste for US$40 per ton." 

In 1980, 12 companies notified the 
EPA that they intended to export hazard
ous waste. By 1987 the number had 
grown to 465, with officials estimating 
between 550 and 575 for 1988. This rep
resents only legally exported waste, 
most of which is sent to Canada and 
Mexico. 

But EPA Inspector General John 
Martin told the U.S. Congress last July 
that firms have shipped hundreds of 
tons of toxic materials abroad without 
notifying U.S. government officials 
whose job it is to ensure that the coun
tries which accept the waste will dispose 
of it safely. 

"Our review of the agency's program 
to control the exports of hazardous 
waste showed that the program needed 
major improvements," he said. "It is a 
program in shambles.' 

The case of Guyana - In one case, two 
California-based firms, Pott Industries 
and Teixeira Farms International, form
ed the Guyana Resource Company (GRC) 
in partnership with the government of 
Guyana to build an industrial waste in
cinerator to burn over 60,000 tons an
nually of industrial oil and paint sludge, 
waste their companies created. 

In September 1988, however, the 
Guyanese government reversed its de
cision and rejected its own application 
to build the plant. causing the firm to 
pull out of the country after investing 
some US$250,000 in the waste scheme. 

Public opposition to the disposal plan 
had been fierce. Several environmental 
activists began hunger strikes and Guy
ana's Anglican Bishop Randolph George 
denounced the plan as "a money deal, 
like drugs." 

An angry President Desmond Hoyte 
described the California firms' owners 
as "unscrupulous" in an interview last 
fa ll. He also said his government had 

Orums: playing an imported tune 

"no intention of importing any waste 
into our country, toxic or otherwise." 

Belize also reportedly rejected the 
Pott/Teixeira plan in June 1988. 

As part of its lobbying efforts, GRC 
hired American Environmental Audit, 
another California firm, to prepare a re
port it could use to sell the program to 
Congress, which was- then considering 
proposals to curb or ban outright the 
dumping of waste in Third World coun
tries. The report described the GRC 
plant as a boon for everyone involved. 

But Jonathan Puth, an aide to U.S. 
Representative John Conyers, was un
convinced. "I am skeptical of any plan 
which seeks to take advantage of la?< en 
vironmental regulations," he said. " The 
basic question is if it's so environmen
tally sound, why not do it closer to 
home1 " 

" Thltd World Network Fea1ures/Repor1 on the Americas. 
Diane K. Bartz Is a Washlng1on-based journalist speclallz· 
Ing In Latin American alfalrs. 
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In the last congressional session, 
Conyers sponsored legislation banning 
the export of waste of sludge to any 
country, except Canada or Mexico. That 
bill is being rewritten to stiffen the pro
posed regulations and to include Cana
da and Mexico. The new legislation 
would establish a permit process. with a 
public hearing and a permit fee which 
Puth hopes will be "prohibitively high." 

Puth said the new proposal had at
tracted bipartisan support. Even Presi
dent George Bush, in a March state
ment, said he would push for 'new 
legislation that will give the Untted 
States government authoril'y to ban all 
exports of hazardous waste, except 
where we have an agreement with the 
receiving country pr01,iding for the sale 
handling and management of those wastes. 

Even 1f regulations are stiffened, ex
perience has shown that greedy corpos 
ra tions will still be able to find counter
parts in Third World countries to act as 
their go-betweens. 

Haiti: Philly's bitter garbage - Haiti s 
bitter experience with garbage from the 
U.S. city of Philadelphia is a case in 
point. Paolino and Sons, a Philadelphia
based firm, paid the Liberian-flagged 
ship Khian Sea to haul away 13.476 tons 
of toxic incinerator ash in August 1986. 
Samples of the ash showed it contained 
arsenic, barium, cadmium, lead, mer
cury and two different types of dioxins -
between 0.184 and 4.7 parts per billion. 

Captain Konstantinos Samos signed 
a cargo declaration identifying the load 
as "non-toxic, non-hazardous. non
flammable incinerator ash."' In March 
1987, the ship's owner. Amalgamated 
Shipping, tried to cut a deal with Hon
duras through Honduran promoter Ed
gardo Pacall. 

Pacall told Tegucigalpa the ash was 
"neither toxic nor dangerous, and was 
an excellent material for landfills in low
lying zones and swampy areas."' ~on
duras refused Amalgamated's offer to 
sell the ash for USS22.000. 

The Bahamas, Bermuda, the Domini
can Republic and Guinea Bissau also 
rejected the load. In October 1987, after 
14 months on the high seas, Felix and 
Antonio Paul, the brothers of late in
dicted drug trafficker Colonel Jean-
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A dump i n Cali fornia· the First \Vortd is running out of trash spaco 

Claude Paul, persuaded the Haitian 
Commerce Department to allow them to 
import the toxrc ash, which they said 
was fertilizer. 

The Khian Sea dumped 3,000 of the 
13,000 tons of ash on a peninsula near 
the crty of Gonaives in late January 
1988. Port-au-Prince soon. caught on 
and demanded the waste be reloaded 
onto the st>,p and threatened to prose
cute those responsible for the dump
ing. 

Aocording to Jim Vallete ol the en
vironmental organization Greenpeace, 
the ash is still there. "Some has been 
repacked in barrels but most is still in a 
pile," he said. "Some is uncovered, 
some is covered." 

The pile may con'tain 210,000 pounds 
of toxic heavy metals, including lead, 
cadmium, mercury and arsenic. Much of 
the waste is near the sea and some is 
being lapped into the ocean. Although 
the peninsula is lightly populated, there 
is a small village only a few hundred 
yards downwind. 

Environmental groups in Haiti are 
persisting in their efforts to get the 
waste removed. A representative of the 
Friends of Nature Federation met with 
Minister of Public Works Franck Paultre 
in December 1988 to discuss the waste 
while two grassroots organizations, the 
Christian Workers Youth and a second 
church group, organized anti-dumping 
protests. 

The independent Radio Soleil's Go-

naives correspondent, Jean Bouchereau 
Joseph, visited the dump site In early 
December. "We saw many dea.d goats 
and found many people in the area who 
had respiratory problems and numer
ous large lesions," he reported. 

Peru: a giant garbage park? - In 
Peru, the U.S.-based firm, American 
Security International CASI), offered the 
city ol Pisco, some 100 miles south of 
Lima, USS400 million for the rights to 
build a toxic processing plant near the 
Paracas National Park. Felipe Benavi
des, president ol the Peruvian National 
Conservation Federation, denounced the 
scheme as a plan to turn the park into a 
"giant garbage dump" and warned it 
would endanger local plants and wild Ii le. 

ASI, which accepts radioactive and 
chemical waste from U.S. and European 
companies, signed a similar agreement 
with the northern Peruvian city of Paita. 
But public opposition to the deal forced 
the city to back out. Benavides said 
Paraguay had agreed to accept waste 
from ASI, while Argentina, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela re1ect
ed similar deals. 

Honduras is considering allowing 
International Asphalt and Petroleum, a 
U.S. firm, to build an incinerator near 
the rainforest at Gracias a Dios. Accord
ing to Pat Costner, a Greenpeace re
searcher who has studied the plan, the 
facility would be used to burn 1.8 mil
lion pounds of waste annually, posing 
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"significant risks lo the public and the 
environment." 

In December 1988, a subsidiary of 
Navarette lniernational, NCTB Inc. of 
New Jersey, filed an application with 
the New York Department o f Environ
mental Conservation to build a station 
to transfer up to 1,000 cubic yards of as
bestos daily to Guatemala, saying the 
asbestos would be used to manufacture 
brake linings. The subsidiary also ·pro
duced a letter from the Guatemalan 
government approving the plan. 

Neil Gorfinkel or the White Lung As
sociation, an asbestos watchdog organ
ization, pornts out that the amount of 
ashostos slated for shipping so far ex
ceeds the amount Guatemala could use 
to produce brake linings. He believes the 
asbestos comes from clean-up sites and 
will be dumped. 

Such abuses should put Mexico and 
Canada on edge because their long, 
porous borders with the United States 
make detecting illegal waste exports 
extremely difficult. The Mexican govern
ment has banned importing waste for dis-

posal, but allows it for recycling. Green
peace suspects it may be "sham recy
cling." 

"We know that tens of thousands of 
tons of steel furnace dust, which has 
extremely high levels of heavy metals, 
have been shipped to Mexico," says 
Vallete. "There may be some reclama
tion of lead, but you're left with a highly 
toxic residue which should really be 
shipped back to the United States. Cus
toms officials don't pay attention." 

The EPA's Wendy Grieder disagrees, 
cautioning, "We have very little evi
dence of the illegal export of large 
quantities of waste. None of that infor
mation has made itself public." But, she 
added, "I'm not saying it's not happen
ing." 

Regulating what should be banned -
Following the Jelly Wax debacle in 
1987, Venezuela decided to spearhead 
the fight for a global treaty banning all 
rnternatlonal traffic in toxic trash. In 
March 1989, following 18 months of ne
gotiations, 105 members of the U.N. 
Environmental Program, based in Nai-

TOXIC WA ST£ 

robi, Kenya, signed an accord which 
establishes some controls over toxic 
waste exports. 

Early on, Third World countries ap
peared determined to draft an agree
ment which would ban all hazardous 
waste exports. But industrialized coun
tries argued that a ban would stifle free 
trade. Not only did they successfully 
limit the document to simple regulation 
of the waste trade but, as the signing 
date drew near, the developed countries 
worked to weaken even those controls. 

The final draft was a disappointment 
to many who argued that regulation 
implicitly legitimizes a practice that 
should be ended. Washington endorsed 
the final agreement but was one of only 
11 countries which did not sign it. 

The United States sees Latin America 
and the Caribbean as a cheap dumping 
ground for its wastes. As tighter envi 
ronmental regulations and growing vol
ume drive up the price of legal disposal 
methods, "the export of irresponsibil
ity," as U.S. Representative Conyers 
puts it, is bound to increase. • 
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PARTNERS OR PREDATORS: 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNONISM 
ANO ASIA 

By Dave Spooner 
Asia Mon;tor Resource Center, 1989 
444 Nathan Road, 8-8 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 
108pages 

In 1987 and 1988, new democratic la
bor movements emerged in South Ko
rea and Taiwan. These unions were 
immepiately besieged by contacts from 
international organizations. Asian labor 
activists began to ask themselves, "Who 
are these organizations?" and "What 
are their roles and their motives?" 
As national trade unions widen their 
contacts in response to economic inter
nationalization, such questions have be
come fundamental. While the publishers 
admit that they make no attempt to be 
comprehensive, this book is a good first 
step toward providing some answers. 
While directed toward an Asian 
audience, the book can be a useful ref
erence for trade unionists throughout 
the Third World. 

SMASHING THE IRON RICE POT: 
WORKERS UNIONS IN CHINA'S 
MARKET SOCIALISM 

By Leung Wing-yue 
Asia Monitor Resource Center, 1988 
444 Nathan Road, 8-B 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 
233pages 

At the same time sympathetic and 
critical of modern urban Chinese trade 
unionism, this book is the result of de
tailed research and interviews inside 
China. Designed as a primer for trade 
unionists in other parts of the world, the 
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research that eventually led to the book 
was initiated at the request of a union in 

the Philippines, vvhere workers were 
threatened with JOb losses due to a run
away plant headed for China. 
Sections are included on the history of 
the Chinese labor movement, reforms, 
wage and labor systems, and the role of 
trade unions in social change. Special 
emphasis is given to foreign investment 
and the special economic zones. 

MIN.JO NO-JO: SOUTH KOREA'S 
NEW TRADE UNIONS 

Asia Monitor Resource Center, 1987 
444 Nathan Road, 8-8 
Kowtoon, Hong Kong 
101 pages 

A thorough guide to labor relations 
and trade unions in South Korea, based 
on information culled at the height of 
the mid-1987 strike wave, the peak pe
riod of industrial action since the Korean 
War. 
As such, the book cannot give us a true 
long-range perspective on the fu
ture of the movement, but does provide 
a useful look into its history, the 1987 
uprising, and issues like working condi· 
tions and labor law in South Korea. 

SALAM BENUA: GREETINGS TO 
THE CONTINENT 

By Usman Awang 
Dewan Bahasa Dan Putstaka, 1986 
Kementerian Pe/anjaran 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
95pages 

A bilingual collection of poetry by 
one of Malaysia's best known writers. 
His poetry, above all, reflects his human
ism, categorized by some as romanfi-

clsm. This humanism is reflected in 
poems that take on a political tinge -
addressing poverty, war, and national 
and intemational events. 

TOXIC TERROR: DUMPING 
OF HAZARDOUS WASTES IN THE 
THIRD WORLD 

Thlfd World Network, 1988 
Bi. Cantonment Road 
10250 Penang. Malaysia 
132 pages 

No group is better qualified to publish 
a book on toxic waste in the Third 
World than the Third World Network. 
The issue is one of the organization's 
specialties, and has been for some time. 
This volume is a collection of articles, 
many of which are reproduced from 
newspapers and magazines. Topics in
clude "Third World as a Dump," "Les
sons from the First World," "What is 
Toxic Waste," and "Laws and Policies to 
Control Waste." 

IMPACT OF MODERNIZATION ON 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
DEMOGRAPHIC BEHAVIOUR: 
CASE STUDIES IN SEVEN THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRIES 

Edited by Carol Vlassoff and 
Barkat-e-Khuda 
International Development 
Research Centre, 1988 
P. 0. Box 8500 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

A series of studies on demographic 
behavior in the Philippines, Malaysia, 
Bangladesh, India, Colombia, Argentina 
and Peru. Like any good book adhering 
to the demands of academic rigor, this 
one ,s replete with explanations of the 
researchers' methodologies. Contribu -
tors include Barkat-e-Khuda, an eco
nomics professor at Dhaka Univers,w: 
Colombian health specialist Diego Gi
raldo Samper; Floreal Forni and Ro
berto Benencia of the Centro de Estu • 

0

dios e lnvestigaciones Laborales in Ar· 
gentina; and Carlos E. Aramburu of the 
lnstituto Andino de Estudios en PoblA· 
ci6n y Desarrollo in Peru. 



EDUCATION 

Learning 
for a 
Living 
Tens of thousands of 
school-leavers face the prospect of 
u,employment. An innovative 
school offers a way out of the 
dilemma with a practical curriculum 
geared to earning a living and 
self-employment 

By Colleen Lowe Morna· 

W
hile most school pupils in Zim
babwe go to class in we II press
ed dresses or trousers, boys and 

girls at Mupfure school turn up in blue 
overalls. 

Unhke most schools, which teach the 
curriculum for the academic "O" and 
"A" level exams set in London, Mupfure 
offers courses with strict practical rele
vance to pupils· lives, and none are for 
exam1na11on purposes The 140 young
sters enrolled grow a third of the food 
they eat, help run the school, and learn 
how to set up business enterprises 
when they go out into the world. 

Set up ,n 1986 to help ex-combatants 
of the independence war find employ
ment, Mupfure's approach is becoming 
increasingly attractive as Zimbabwe 
struggles to lind its own appropriate 
education policy. 

Because of the country's colonial 
history, education is an especially sensi
tive issue. Prior to independence in 
1980, only one third of eligible Alrican 
children went to primary school, and 
only one eighth of these went on to sec
ondary school. 

In contrast, an 11 year edl1cational 

1989 - Oeccmher - No. 23 

/JVBAIJWI. 

career was compulsory for the rich, mi
nority white population. Not surprising
ly, black students viewed education as 
their only hope of breaking out of the 
impoverishecl rural areas and into well 
pa1cl urban 1obs. 

The new government lost little lime 
in making primary school education frer 
and compulsory for all Zimbabweans, 
wh1lr promising a place in secondary 
school for anyone wishing to go on. 
Almost overnight, school enrollments 
quadrupled, forcing many schools to 
adcl on fresh classrooms, as well as in
troduce a system called "hot seating," 
or double shifts. Today, no Zimbab
wean child is denied an education. 

The problem, however, is what hap
pens after pupils leave school. Next 
year, for example, some 300,000 school
leavers are expected to 1oin a labor mar
ket with only 10,000 new jobs available. 
Economists predict that by the turn of 
the century, some three million young 
people - about half Zimbabwe's labor 
force - will be Jobless. 

According to the Minister for School 
Education Faye Chung, Z1mhabwe must 
industrialize to create more jobs. But 
she stresses that in the short term many 
Zimbabwean school-leavers will have to 
be self-employed, mostly in the rural 
areas. 

Efforts have been made to bring 
home that reality. Says Chung: "We 
have made the curriculum focus on 
Zimbabwe, away from preparing people 
to live in London." In addition, most 
schools now offer at least one practical 
subject, and have adopted the dictum. 
"education with production." 

But problems remain. According to 
an education analyst atJhe University of 
Zimbabwe, teachers are still geared to 
"turning students into academics like 
themselves." And even those students 
who take practica sub1ects do not spend 
enough time on them to become fully 
proficient in the skill, nor do they learn 
the mix of skills necessary to run a busi • 
ness. 

"Our ·o· level students are not skilled 
enough to bo self-employed," concedes 
Chung. In the future. she says, Zimbab
we hopes to introduce much more vo
cational education, citing Mupfure as an 
ex.imple of how that might work. 

Mupfure students choose one of four 
core subects: agriculture, building, tex
tiles or woodwork. This takes up 75 per
cent of study time. The rest goes toward 
supportive theory subjects such as math
ematics, "English for communication," 
business studies, cooperative theory 
and development studies. 

During their second year, according 
to Headmaster Wilbert Matienga, pupils 
set up their own production units, in 
which they carry out market surveys and 
actually sell their products. Half of the 
proceeds goes to the group, the other 
half toward the running costs of the 
school. 

Students learn management skills by 
sitting on the school management 
committee and helping to run its finan
cial affairs. The difference between 
Mupfure and other schools, says The
pelo Mahlangu, a textile student, is that 
while others offer "education and pro
duction, we learn education with pro
duction." 

Some 54 students from last year's 
class have set up cooperatives, the names 
of which - Grow More Tr~es (a carpen
try cooperative) and Frontline Fabrics -
show the enthusiasm of their members, 
despite the problems they face finding 
start-up capital. 

The key question for Zimbabwe in 
formulating its future education policy, 
says Chung, "is how society rewards 
different occupations. If a small-scale 
farmer earns two to three times the min
imum wage, everyone will get the mes
sage that it is better to be in that sector, 
rather than a clerk in town". • 

PANOJ. Colleen Lov.e Morn r$ a lre.,lance develop. 
ment 1ourru1llst based tn Ho rare. 
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America's Asian 
Mother Culture? 

! Cl ,\DOR 

A major find of artifacts has sparked a debate over the origins of American 
indigenous culture and potential Asian influences 

By Jan Jocoy· 

A 
ncieot pottery shards represent a 
link with the history of the Amer
icas before European settlement. 

As such, chips and slivers of pottery 
found in Ecuador have become the 
source of a harrowing, bitter feud be
tween some of North and South Ameri
ca's most famed archaeologists - people 
like Betty Meggars, Collin Mcewan and 
Presley I\Jorton. In fact, some archae
ologistS say that a stretch of Ecuador's 
coast, a few hours drive north of Gua
yaquil, is the site of the birth of Ameri
ca's mother culture. 

On the surface, there is nothing re
markable about the village of Valdivia. 
Yet any archaeologist specializing in the 
study of pre-Columbian societies re
cognizes its importance. Some ar
chaeologis1s believe that pottery unearth
ed in Valdivia, which dates from 3100 to 
2700 B.C., 5,000 years old, is the most 
ancient in all the Americas. 

No one disputes the pottery's age; 
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the argument revolves around whether 
the Vatdiv1ans were indigenous Ameri· 
cans or shipwrecked Asians. For if they 
were shipwrecked Asians, then might 
the oldest culture found in the Americas 
- potentially the region's mother culture 
- actually have been influenced by 
Asians? 

This is not the firS1 time that a theory 
of trans-Pacific travel 1-tas been offered. 
North American researchers assert the 
Palos Verdes Stones in California were 
also from a pre-Columbian Asian ship
wreck. 

Archaeologist Emirio Estrada unearth· 
ed the early Valdivian potlery while 
Presley Norton, an eminent Ecuadorian 
archaeologist, analyzed 1he fragments. 

In his book, Digging Up Pre-History. 
the Archaeology of Ecuador. Karl Gartle
mann states that Estrada studied more 
1han 25,000 pieces of pottery shards 
found in Valdivia, There are various 
patterns on the shards, the author 
pointed out, some wi1h curved lines 
made by fingernails, wedge shapes. 
dots, 219-zag lines, straight lines and 
shell 1mpress1ons. 

These designs are especially mpor 
tant because their sophistication is the 
basis of the archaeological feud. Both 
Estrada (who died recently) and Norton 
were convinced that lhe Valdivian shards 
are the earliest pottery complex found 
in the Americas. 

Asian or indigenous7 - However, they 
differed on the most significant point. 
While Norton believes that 1he potte~y 
was made by pre-Columbian Ecuado
rian peoples. Estrada insisted that the 
shards were from Asian contact. He 
noticed that the patterns and designs 
are almost identical to chose of lhe 
Japanese Jamon culture. Since the Val
divian pottery style is advanced and no 
one has yet unearthed strata from a 
previous formative c'ulture, Estrada 
claimed this pottery came from ship
wrecked Japanese from the 1sljlnd of 
Kisuhu, and that it provided evidence 
for the transportation of Jamon culture 
\o American shores. 

' Jan Joeoy 1s a r:o,in Amoncan ,.,uoenl of ar~hae· 
0109v ar>O an11,opology, " lreelance wri10, and a pho1og· 
taplW ln&l!UCIO•. 
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In recent correspondence, Norton claim
ed that there is no reason to believe that 
this settlement is anything more than a 
5,000-year-old Ecuador rndian site. He 
claimed that looking toward Japan as 
the source of the pollery InnovatIon 
serves to devalue the image of indige
nous people. their intelligence and his
tory. 

Enter Betty Meggars, an archaelogist 
from Washington D.C.'s Smithsonian 
Institution and a heavyweight 10 be reek-

' oned with on the matter of Japanese vis
itations. She insists that the Valclivian 
pottery is, in fact, Japanese. Meggars 
argues that Japanese seafarers wert 
carried ofl their course by wind and 
currents and shipwrecked in Valdivia. 
This pottery Is 100 sophis1ica1ed to be 
Ecuadorian in nalltre, she ma,ntains. 

"Other archaelog1sts get mad and 
say that tagging Japanese to the culture 
takes away from the people's inge
nuity," Meggars notes. "Well, we (re
ferring lo white North Americans) came 
from the Europeans. yet we do not reel 
degraded because we come from Greek 
and Roman antecedents." 

Next we hear from Collin Mcewan. a 
University of Illinois archaelogist who 
has been digging up what are now term
ed Valdivian sites along the Ecuadorian 
coast. He considers Meggars' Japanese 
pottery theory bunk. 

Mcewan, who is also one ol the di
rectors or the Agua Blanca Archaeologi
cal Park m Ecuador, says that "Our un
derstanding has really changed m the 
last few years. Now we're finding and 
chgging up earlier sites all up and down 
the coast area. I think the culture devel
oped on its own, and there is evidence 
ol clear Amazon contact and East 
Andean contact. 

"This culture developed in situ (an ar
chaeological term for on the spot, or in
dependent of other influences).'' argues 
Mcewan. ''Perhaps there was Amazon 
contact. and that would make sense as 
cultures often travel and trade from area 
to area. But there has been no Japanese 
contact with this culture.'' 

But Meggars retorts, "I ~ee no alter
natives. I worked in the Amazon where 
Collin Mcewan says the original influence 
could have come from. Well. there is no 
data to suggest the Amazon." 
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Ecuadoran children: partly descended from shipwreched Japanese? 

Of course, there are other issues in
volved, as Mcewan points out. "I don't 
know if I believe that Valdivian culture is 
5,000 years olcl and the mother culture 
of the Americas," he notes. "What is 
important is that archaeologists pre
viously thought Ecuador's highlands 
were the older sties. But the coastal 
lowland Valdivian culture sites are 
round way down in the Guayaquil 
marshes and far north in the tiny village 
of Valdivia. 

"Now, the predominant theory is that 
early Valdivian culture influenced the 
highland culture," continues the Univer 
sity of Illinois archaeologist. "Ten to 15 
years ago that would have been unthink
able, but we now know that agriculture 
rleveloped along the coast. we have 
found evidence of root crops, manioc, 
and tobacco.'' 

Estrada found evidence indicating 
Iha1 Ecuador's pottery had traveled 
north and south and actually inspired 
the designs of Central America and 
Peru. As scientists attempt to piece 
together the birth of civilization in the 
Americas. this tracing of pottery from 
source to influence becomes particularly 
significant. 

Valdivia's construction Is an impor
tant point, according to Ecuador's Nor
ton. He wrote that there is evidence of 
houses and streets. which formed an 
elongated oval in the center of the vil
lage. Most archaeologists agree that in 
order for a civilization to flourish, a city 
has to have houses. After settlement, 
social and civil structure will follow, ac
cording to current archaeological think-

ing. Agriculture must also flourish in 
order for people to settle permanently 
at a location - and a primitive kind of 
corn has been unearthed from Valdivia 
sites. These are major definitions ar
chaeologists use to define the existence 
of a civilization. 

This is an extremely important point 
when discussing Valdivian pottery be
cause it explains where the Valdivian 
got their constant replenishment of 
ideas for their centuries of beautiful 
pottery. 

"We know that Valdivia was a so
phisticated culture. They had ponery, 
agriculture, corn, beans, squash and 
crahs. There was also social stratifica
tion," Mcewan observes. 

"In Salango, a Valdivian culture site 
north of the Valdivia village, there•s a 
burial mound and a museum dedicated 
to early Ecuadorian pre-Ccifumbian ar
chaeology. Stop in the Salango mu
seum and orient yourself with the Valdi
vian fact," Mcewan personally invites 
a traveler to a Valdivia site at Agua 
Blanca, one of Ecuador's national parks, 
where his team is unearthing Ecua 
dor's pre-history. "I find that average . 
tourists become excited once they un
derstand what we are doing.'' he re
marks. 

Meanwhile, the an::haeological contro
versy continues. As studies progress. it 
becomes clear that Guayaquil's marshes 
and the northern coastal region could 
hold the answer to one the America's 
most important archaeological myster
ies: is Valdivia the mother culture of the 
Americas? • 
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The East-West Thaw 
Whither the Third World and its marginalized masses as the 
flirtation between the capitalist and communists blocs 
provides hope for the resolution of global militarization? 

Can we be friends? NATO and Warsaw Pact warriors (lek); 
U.S. leaders with the USS R's Gorbachev (right) 

By Rajni Kothari. 

W
hat is happening around us7 Is 
the world suddenly becoming a 
better place to live' More secure, 

less militarized7 Is the shadow of nu-
clear war receding and the arms race 
being contained under the impact of 
what may turn out to be a new de
tente? 

History is witness to major reversals 
in world affairs. at times for the beuer -
especially after the balance ot forces 
that govern the world goes off keel and 
the system appears to be on the edge of 
an abyss. Is something of this kind hap
pening now7 

The symptoms that generate this op
timism are well known: the de-escala
tion of the nuclear arms race heralded 
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by the INF treaty and the general change 
in the superpowers' attnudes toward 
military spending, the Geneva accord on 
Afghanistan the ceasefire in the 
seemingly endless war between Iran 
and Iraq; and the new initiatives 1n 
Cambodia and Angola, the latter herald
ing the journey toward Nambia's inde
pendence. 

And there are even b1gg1u shifts, 
such as the qualitative change in the 
status of Palestine and the gradual heal
ing of the rifts between China and the 
Soviet Union, India and Vietnam. 

With the relaxation of international ten
sions, broader gains may be possible: a 
preference for the economic welfare of 
people over the military power or the 

state, a consensus on the democratic 
process as a way of organizing govern
ance, a broader acceptance of human 
rights, a spirit of tolerance toward cul
tural pluralism. 

There are already some welcome de
velopments - redemocratizauon in ma
jor countries like Brazil, Argentina and 
the Philipines, the democratic revolution 
in Nicaragua, the dramatic changeover 
in Pakistan, the powerful upswing of 
democratic resistance in Myanmar 
(Burma) and Korea. 

The gradual emergence of so-called 
"concerned citizens," representing var
ious social movements, have influenced 
affairs both inside their own countries 
and globally. 

The peace movement in Europe, for 
example. not only stirred the conscience 
of large sections of the people, including 
privileged strata of the middle classes, 

' Tl>Jrd World Network F eaturos RA1n1 Kothari 15 one ol 
lnd,a's leading palihcal .c,enti&ts end social thln~ers. Hr 
wa, tormerly dlr&etor ol lhe lnsmu10 for Oovoloptng 
Sociot,es and coordin;uor ol tho Unllod Nations UnlV<!r· 
111ly's poaco and uuni;lormatron prO{lram, and I• the 3Ulhor 
ot ,everat t>ool<t on Indian and 1ntornallonol oflalr,, Ho 
firs! eon1ribu1oc1 a longor ver11on ol 1h19 art,clo to tho 
"Economic and Polltical Weekly' ol lndla , 
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but through patient research and ad 
vocary it also exposed the horrible eco
nomic and ocolog1cal costs of the arms. 
,ace. 

likewise, the ecology, women's and 
human ririhts movements have gone 
beyond merely raising ethical issues on 
behalf of deprivecl strata of the people. 
They have also contribtited to national 
and intetnauonal debates on the conse
quences of l)revailing models or devel
opment and national securtty, thus help
ing lo create a body of informed opinion 
that has over time led 10 changing per
ceptions among sec11ons of the ruling 
elites. 

This has not been limited to coun
tries where these movements have had 
large media impacts. For a long time it 
was thought that the peace movement 
was an anathema to the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe. Yet in some ways 
its impact has been most deeply felt in 
that part of the world. 

There is also growing admission of 
"the crying environment danger" aris
ing out of ''the state of earth's resources" 
and "the crying social problem of the 
developing world" - all, for example, 
contained in the same thesis by Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev that pro
poundecl the logic of de-escalating the 
arms race. 

But even more than the growing ac
ceptance of these more obvious clan -
gers, the various social movements 
have contributed to a deeper theoretical 
grasp of the human condition. 

A real shift. .. or not? - From the deeper 
perspective of these social movements, 
the present global moves toward "ad
justments" and "accommodations" 
could appear merely pragmatic. There is 
an apprehension that the disadvantaged 
groups will continue to be marginalized 
by governments and ruling elites, 
perhaps to an even greater extent. 

True, there is now a slow rethinking 
in the military, economic and political 
spheres. Firstly, 1t has finally dawned on 
the erstwhile perpetrators of the war 
system and its acaclemic justifiers that 
they have gone too far. They are be
ginning 10 recognize that they have 
ignored the consequences of their think

- and therefore the survival and stabil
ity - of their respective systems. 

There 1s the essence of the Soviet 
reassessment, spurred in particular by 
the economic consequences of the con
tinually escalating arms race (both nu
clear and conventional). There is evi
dence or similar reconsideration by the 
Western allies, in particular the United 
States, reeling under the considerable 
economic costs of large military ex
penditures. 

Secondly, there are emerging signs 
of a slow rethinking of economic ide
ology based on supply-side economics, 
liberalization and privatization, disman
tling of the welfare state and the discred
iting or the positive role of the state in 

Rising peace protests 
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meeting basic human needs. 
Thirdly, there is also some realization 

of the limits of so-called Realpolitik - the 
slow realization among Leninists and 
Maoists of the limits of the conflictual 
model of world politics and a simulta
neous though slower realization among 
U.S. policymakers of the limits of their 
confrontational posture in foreign 
policy. 

Both sides seem to be retreating 
from their neat blueprints of global 
hegemony to be achieved through su
perpower confrqntation utilizing various 
regional client states. 

No fundamental rethinking - However, 
these shifts represent no more than a 
pragmatic reassessment of the war 
system and are not yet based on any 
fundamental ideological or normative 
rethinking about basic arrangements 
and institutional structures. Such defen
sive responses are bound to be not only 
partial and unsatisfactory, and, in cer
tain respects, counterproductive. 

In large parts of the world, the state 
is still a coercive apparatus hovering 
over large sections of the people, fre
quently in close collaboration with (and 
often led by) interests emanating from 
transnational capitalism and its techno
cratic logic. 

Many governments use the concept 
of national security to justify oppres
sion. What they actually mean is the 

ing while focusing on the performance Peace is at hand: Vietnamese (left) and Cambodian generals 
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security of elites for which they marshal 
military and paramilitary forces. An 
arms bazar continues to thrive, produc
ing both or the security of narrov, el tes 
against their populations and for main
taining regimes of regional hegemony 
and brutalized control. 

l\lor has there been any great change 
in the persistent hold of transnational 
technocapitalism. the growing power of 
transnational financ1a structures the 
World Bank, the International Monetlry 
Fund, large commercial money mar11etsl 
or the domestic growth of technom n
agers and bureaucrats. These institu
tions are only minimally accountable to 
the pobfic, essen11ally denied part1cipatton, 

cies may worsen in an era of major 
power accommoclat,on 

As states economies and cultures are 
·ncreasmgl-, nteqrated into one large 
· world order these disadvantaged 
groups risk being squeezed and margi
nalized even lu'11 ,er. 

The superpowers are making up with 
each other, and military \'1,arfare in 
many regions seems to be winding 
down. But this could be a prelude to a 
strengthening of the state system for 
modernization that could further margi
nalize the 'Third World poor. 

There is no guarantee that modera
tion tn inter-state and inter-govern
mental relauons will necessarily pro-

Democracy and Repression, the Dynamic Duo: police halt Filipino protesters 

There is growing high-handedness 
and repression on the part of ruling 
elites in their approach to grassroots 
movements. 

Poor increasingly marginalized - The 
poor everywhere are increasingly mar
ginalized, as are women, ethnic minori
ties. forest people and abo,e all th£ in

digenous cultures keen on preserving 
their identity, ecosystems and ancestral 
meaning systems. In fact, there are rea
sons to think that each of these tenden-
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duce a greate; commitment to equity, 
social diversity and ecolo91cal sustain
ability or of real compassion and care 
for the downtrodden. 

Similarly, there is little guarantee 
against the persistence of ill-advised in
dustrial projects based on hazardous 
technologies, producing more Chernob
yls and Bhopals as well as leaks and ex
plosions caused by nuclear and other 

• devices used for so-ca11ed peaceful pur
poses. 

Again as the slogan "disarmament to 
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development" catches on and as there is 
more and more uncrit1c'll :icceptance of 
the Western model of economic devel
opment, a game of 1echnolog1cal catch
up may enter in vomrn. Indeed, onu re
sult of both glosnost and perestroika 
could be ctecrcnsmg criticism of explo,t
ative models ol capitalism based on 
mounting extrnction of strategic raw 
materials and natural resources. 

Geopolitical question marlcs - Another 
set of issues will need to be confronted 
both by statesmen and by leaders of 
various movements. 

First, how will countries and econo
mies that have benefited from the war 

system and arms trade and 
the new model of techno
cop1talism linked with mili
tary high-tech and computer 
science respond to the new 
initiatives toward the c1rms 
race? The newest version of 
industrial capitalism, espe
cially in the Un11ed States 
but also m countries hke 
France and Germany (and to 
some extent Japan), had 
been heavily hnked to re· 
search and development gen
erated by the latest phase of 
the militar11ation and control 
of outer space. 

Secondly, how will the 
developing countries that 
were also benefiting from 
such a model of high capital
ism - especially the so-call
ed newly industriali1ing 
countries (NICsl and aspi
rant NICs like India and Chi-
na - respond to the same"? 

The first issue raises the 
question of the emerging split within 
the North between the two superpowers 
(who paid muoh of the cost of the arms 
race) and other industrial "giants" (who 
reaped considerable economic advan
tages from ,ti. 

The ;econd issue highlights the 
emerging split within the Third World 
between countries keen on getting inte
grated into the world market and those 
left out - made to stew in their own juices, 
such as large parts of Africa 

We are beholden to Gorbachev and 



SPECIAL REPORT 

Let the pooreattrash: leaving behind the marginalized majority 

the new global politics that he has em
barked upon. Still, we are keen to be 
assured that this does not create a 
situation in which socially marginalized 
segments of the human population are 
leh further undefended and possibly 
exposed to the fundamental Western 
technocratic version of "the survival of 
the fittest." 

The global paradigm of integration 
and exclusion - Integration of systems 
and exclusion of people and cultures -
seems to be entering Its most prob
lematic and possibly pernicious phase 
as we move into the last decade before 
the dawn of the 21st century. 

Governments versus people - These is
sues appear more basic and dramatic in 

the context of the dispute of centralized 
governments versus the marginalized 
peoples, minorities and nationalities. 

Tpe rhetoric of militarism versus 
democracy often hides the deeper con
fltct between democratic struggles 
waged from the grassroots and so-call
ed representative governments promot
ing high-tech and computerized manip
ulations of the mass mind. 

As far as the masses are concerned 
there is no difference between the mili
tarism of military regimes and techno
logical control exercized by formally 
"democratic" regimes. Indeed, it is pos
sible to argue that a high tech-based 
managerial order with democratic garb 
may be more difficult to fight than 
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an openly repressive military re
gime. 

Nevertheless, perhaps the most in
teresting aspect of the emerging global 
convergence of norms has been the 
growing consensus on one key value -
democracy. All over the world, people 
aspire for an ideal with a common label, 
that of democracy. Particularly in the 
Third World, struggles for democratiza
tion and redemocratizatlon are on the 
upswing. 

Yet a most disheartening aspect of 
the liberal democratic regimes long in 
power (such as India and Sri Lanka, 
Colombia and Venezuela) or which are 
succeeding dictatorial regimes (like in 
Brazil, Argentina, the Philippines and 
Pakistan) is the ease with which they 
have been subjected to global corporate 
penetration and their willing integration 
into the world economic, strategic and 
technological markets. 

Many liberal democracies have pro
moted dualist structures: the integration 
of the upper deciles into a growing 
world middle class and banishment of 
the rest to a fate as part of the world's 
underclass. The latter consists of the 
rural poor, ethnic minorities and pe
ripheral nationalities, women pushed 
out by modern technology, and the 
communities displaced by large devel
opment projects. 

Somewhat similar consequences have 
also followed seemingly radical de
mands for a new international economic 
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order. This promoted greater transfer of 
technologies, collaboration with trans
national corporations to modernize 
domestic economies, raising exports 
and using foreign exchange surpluses 
for making good the technological lag 
from which these countries suffer. 

Unless utmost vigilance is exercised, 
similar tendencies are likely to get a fillip 
following the chain of regional reconcil
iations (India and China; India and Pa
kistan; Vietnam, Cambodia and Thai
land; Western Sahara; and Cyprus) 
sponsored by one of the superpowers. 

The moving spirit and rationale for 
many of these has been the same - ad
dressing the technological lag, releasing 
resources for modernization, getting 
integrated into the global framework of 
interdependence. 

The dualist world structure has been 
a result of interlocking between a num
ber of dimensions of which the crown 
ing variable was militarization and the 
global arms race. 

Any stepping away from the precipice 
to which this one factor was leading us 
can only be welcomed. It is the most 
important first step in the direction of 
global transformation and the creation 
of a better world. But it should be follow
ed by other major steps and prevented 
from being swallowed and co-opted by 
dominant structures of the global status 
quo. Otherwise we may again misread 
symptomatic changes as being trans
formative and regenerative. • 
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Hugo and Human Nature 
Virgin Islanders learned a lot 
about themselves in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Hugo 

By Dion E. Phillips · 

D
isasters like Hurricane Hugo, 
which hit the Caribbean in Sep
tember, teach us important les-

sons about human nature. 
The U.S Virgin Islands are no stran

ger to tragedy. In 1972, we were \\ltness 
to the St. Croix Fountain \t alley killings. 
Three years earlier, there was the fatal 
crash or an American Airlines plane at 
the St Thomas Airport. Both of these 
incidents, though confined to small 
areas, did big damage to the tourist in
dustry. But the scope of their effects was 
nothing compared to Hugo. 

As I roved the three-island territory 
m the hurricane's aftermath, I heard 
many stories which - without exaggera
tion - can be called heroism. 

Doctors and nurses turned out, under 
trying circumstances, to man our hos
pitals and care for the s1cl and inIured -
despite the fact that, in some instances, 
their own homes and famil es were en
dangered. 

Equally deserving of commendation 
are the police. national guard and VI
TEMA. Far from flawless, they did put 
asrde personal interest in order to ren
der service in a time of need. Employees 
of the Water and Power Authority and 
the Virgin Islands Telephone Corpora
tion, key to the recovery effort, are also 
to be lauded. 

Community spirit reconstruction 

Special thanks is due radio station WS
T A. \.\1e were fortunate tbat unlike other 
electronic m,.dia, the station stayed 
on the a . Dur ng the darkest hours of 
the hurricane. the voices of lee Carl, 
Addie Ottle)' and other radio per
sonalities were the nexus that kept the 
territory together. !\'ow that things nre 
getting back to normal, the station's 
next step is unclear. It could potentially 
take advantage or ,ts 24-hour hurricane 
coverage to develop a more permanent 
dynamic as did the program Nttelme 
on the l, S. ABC 1elev1sron ne1ork, which 
emergea out of the Iranian hostage cri
sis Can "luckv 13," as 11 rs knO\\ n. take 
i•s new 24-hour format and run with a 
greater share of the market? 

We would be derelict 1f V'.e omitted 
the countless individuals who pitched in 
after the hurricane had gone its way. 
They rendered aid to friends, neighbors 
and co-workers. Food, drink and even 
money was shared. 

Behavioral patterns changed, as well. 
In recent years, some family members 
and childhood peers had grown apart 
on the three tiny islands - a change 
from the traditional patterns of prox
imity. But in the aftermath of Hugo, 
people ventured forth to assist in clean
up operations - clearing trees and de
bris from entrances and premises. Per
sonally, I visited my next door neighbor, 
who was in distress. for the first time 
after living side-by-side for six years. 
Family and community solidarity tight
en in the face of disaster. We may re
vert to our old habits, but we can never 
be the same again. 

Regretably, some failed to act honor
ably. And they, too, tell us about our
selves. The hurricane left many peo
ple vulnerable, and some took ad
vantage of the fact 10 practice acts of 
vandalism. 

Calling the perpetrators names - like 
··scum" and "dirt'' - is not the answer. 
We should reflect on the looring and 
ponder the fact that there are some who 
live in this island paradise but consider 

themselves outcasts. Their motives for 
looting might well be the social condi
tions under which they live. Some or us, 
due to relative poverty or influenced by 
crowd behavior, exhibited behavior that 
sugqests little allegiance and sympathy 
for the temtorv as a whole. 

If we wish to forestall a repeat per
formance, we need more than the infu
sion of l ,200 "foreign troops." II this 
group and its sentiment should grow 
beyond the already disturbing propor
uons. the future of the territory seems 
911m indeed. 

Hurricanes are far from rare in the 
Caribbean. Countries like Dominica, the 
Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and 
Jamaica (a year ago September) have 
had their fair share of natural disaster 
and have been able to recover in good 
time without any permanent damage to 
therr economies. 

With the assistance of the U.S. fed
eral government now at the disposal or 
Governor Alexander A. Farrelly, no less 
should be expected here. The perfor
mance of the Farrelly administration in 
its crisis management role will go a long 
wav to determining its electoral chances 
in the elections scheduled for next No
vember. Ron de Lugo, the islands' non
voting delegate to the U.S. Congress. 
has already earned many a vote with his 
skilled actions. 

Recovery from Hugo requires ener
getic leaders working closely with fed
eral officials, banks, insurance compa
nies. building contractors and many 
others. But in the final analysis, it is the 
resilience of the people, already evident, 
that will set the rate and extent of re
construction. 

The key psychological factor 1s that 
the people of the Virgin Islands must 
see the hardships as a temporary phe
nomenom and feel confident, spurred 
by their leader, that the setback can be 
overcome. • 

•0r. Dton E. Phllllr,s, n polltlcal 1och1logr,1. Is e prolea· 
,o, at rhe Univors.ity ol rho V,rg,n lsland6. 
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